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appointed to that duty in 1858, was not then at the Station, and that his place was filled by a
young man, the son of Captain Wing, about eighteen months before. Leave of absence was granted
to the Signal-man for a period of six weeks, and at the request of Captain Wing his (Captain
Wing’s) son was permitted to act as substitute for a Signal-man during the term of his leave of
absence. No report was made either to the Superintendent, nor was it either in his (the Su.
perintendent’s) knowledge, nor in mine as Provincial Treasurer, that the Signal-man, Hugh
Evans, had not returned to his post, and was not on duty at the close of 1862, when I ceased
to hold office. T may say generally, that we had become $o much dissatisfied with Mr. Wing’s
want of energy and attention to his duties, that if the late Government had remained in office,
it is most probable he would have been removed from his appointment at the close of the year
1862.

By the Chairman.] Had the Provincial Government, during the year 1863, the power of
removing or appointing Pilots ?

A. Technically they had not. The appointment of Pilots was made by the Governor. Practi-
cally, inasmuch as the salary of the Pilot was paid by the Provincial Government, the change
might have been effected. 1 believe that the power of appointing and removing Pilots was, since
the year 1862, vested in the chief Marine Board, appointed under an Act of the General Assembly
of the last Session.

By Mr. Ridings.] Had you any reason to suppose that the Station boat, &c., were in a ruinous
and dilapidated condition {

A. None at all. T may heve state T was aware that Captain Wing had a number of men
under him, who for three-fourths of their time were not on actual duty, and it appeaved to us that
the Btation, under the circumstances, and with the amount of material which was constantly being
supplied, ought to have been in that perfect state of efficiency in which it was always the desire of
the Government to sce it.

By the Chairman.| What caused so large an excess of cxpenditure in 1838 1 .

A. 1t was caused principally by the cost of erecting a new house for the Pilot, on the hill near
the Station ; the cost of that house was about £600. The excess in 1861 was partly caused by
the erection of a new Signal-staff and gear.

Wirniax C. Darpy,
Chairman.

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AND OF THE EVIDENCE TAKEN BY THE
MANUKAU PILOT STATION COMMITTEE, SESSION XV, 1863.

Order Qf R (:ﬂ'l'(‘u(‘(‘.

On the motiou of Dr. Pollen—0rdered : ¢ That Message No. 18 of His Honor the Super-
intendent be referred to a Select Committee, to consist of Mu. Bateman, Mr. Daldy, Mr. King, Mr.
Skeen, and the Mover, with instruction to enquire and repurt generally as to the efficiency of the
Pilot Department of the Harbour of Manukau, and specially in relation to the conduct of that
Department on the occasion of the wreeck of H.M.S.S. ¢ Ovpheus.

PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEE. -

Fripay, Marcw 131H, 1863

Committee met pursuaut to notice.

Present : Mr. Bateman, Mr. Daldy, Mr. King, Mr. Rattray, Mr. Skeen, Dr. Pollen (mover.)

On the motion of Mr. Daldy, Dr. Pollen took the chair.

Mr. Daldy produced correspondence relative to the Manukau Harbowr Pilot Station, of which
the letters numbered as follows were vead :—

No. 93—16th January, 1860, (Captain Wing).
No.  884—30th April, 1862, ditto.
No. 1670-—13th Sept, 1862, ditto.
No. 1671—13th ditto,  ditto, ditto.
No.  480—26th February, 1863, ditto.

Moved by Mr. Daldy—That a letter be written to Captain Wing, vequesting him to attend the
Committee, with bis boat’s crew, ou the first occasion of his visiting Onehunga, and that Captain
Wing be requested to report himself at the Superintendent’s Office ; also a letter to Mr. Evans, late
Signal-man at the Manukau Pilot Station.

Agreed to.

Committee adjourned to Tuesday, 17th instant, at 12 ¢’Clock.

Daxier PoLrex,
Chairman.

D.—No. 1.
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