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THE SUPERINTENDENT Of OTAGO TO THK HONOELBLE THE COLONIAL SECBETABr.

Superintendent's Office,
Dunedin, 7th November, 1863.Nir,— Herewith I have the honor to forward aEeport ofthe Discovery, Progress and presentcondition of the Otago Gold Fields, and to request that His Excellency will be pleased to causethe same to be laid on the table ofthe General Assembly.

I have also the honor to draw Tour Excellency's attention to the circumstance that noaction has hitherto been taken, to place the Imperial Government in possession of accurate infor-mation respecting the Gold Fields of this Province, so that although upwards of one millionounces of gold have already been reported since the discovery of Tuapeka in 1861, it does notappear that any official recognition of these discoveries has yet been made. The only informationwhich has been accessible to the population of the mother country has been derived from theColonial press, and principally from that of Australia, which (for obvious reasons) has always
endeavoured to represent the Gold Fields of New Zealand as of little value.It seems, therefore, extremely desirable in the interest of the Colony at large and of thisProvince m particular, that the weight of official authority shouldbe given to areliable accountot our Gold Ijeldn, such as I believe to be afforded by the accompanying Eeport, which has beenprepared by Vincent Pyke, Esq., the Secretary to the Gold Fields Department.Should His Excellency concur with these views, I beg leave to suggest that a copy of thisKeport may be forwarded to Her Majesty's Principal Secretary ofState for the Colonies; togetherwith such remarks thereon as His Excellency may think fit to offer.

I have, &c,
J. Hyde Habris,

The Honorable the Colonial Secretary, Auckland.
Superintendent.

VrXCENT PJTKK, EBO., TO THE SUPKBfNTENDENT OK OTAOO.

See,— 1 do mjMlf the honor to forward the following Keport on the discovery progresscondition, and prospects of the Gold Reids ofthis Province.
»">very, progress,

I-—Pkooress of Discovkht.
Llt is difficult to say positively when or by whom goldwas first discovered in Otaeo Thatthe Maones were aware ot its exigence before the arrival of the European colonists is anundoubted fact I have been mtonned by Mr. Palmer, of Moeraki Bush, that, many year., priorto the settlement of the Province, he was assured by the Native Chief Tuawaiki that "pfeXnrro, or yellow .tone, such as that of which the seals of the white men were made could bl
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GOLD FIELDS OF OTAGO, NEW ZEALAND.
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