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A.—No. 15,

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Coopee to the Hon. J. C. Richmond.
Sic,— Napier, 14th August, 1867.

I believe I should be neglecting my duty were I to fail to draw the attention of the Govern-
ment to the way in which the Natives of this Province are divesting themselves of the very valuable
estate thatremained to them after their extensivesales to the Crown.

The chiefs areallowed, indeed sometimes tempted to take credit without stint from merchants,
tradesmen, and often from their own tenants, and this they dowith the utmost readiness, and to an
extentalmost incredible. Some of theprincipal landowners areat this moment in debtto the amount
ofmany thousands of pounds.

Then pressure is put upon them,and, seeing no other means of raising the money,they have begun
to sell their land in every direction.

I am bound to saythat the prices given for the lands arefair, and often high ; and the negotiations
are as arule carried on in a legitimate and honest spirit by the European purchasers, who, certainly,,
having once given the credit, have a right to do their best to recover their own.

I do not, therefore, wish to be understood as imputing any blame to the Europeans in the matter.
But what Iwish to point out is the duty that I conceive lies upon the Government of endeavour-

ing to save, ifpossible, the Maori, from himself.
Suddenly permitted to exercise unrestrained control overhis lands ; rapidly acquiring, if he has

not already acquired, an incurable habit of luxury and idleness which totally unfits him for gaining his
own living ; and surrounded by temptations to extravagancetoo strong for his easy and half-civilized
nature to resist, the result is easily foreseen.

He has a means of payment ready at hand, consisting of a property whose acquisition cost him
neither trouble nor expense. It is at present bringing him in a moderate income, it is true ; but here
is, on one hand, an urgent creditor threatening the terrors of the Supreme Court unless a sum of
money,which he has no hope of obtaining by any means save one, is immediately paid ; and, on the
other, an offer, either from the urgent creditor, as is usually the case, orfrom some other capitalist,
not only of moneyenough to pay tho debt, but afew hundreds over. The step is soon taken, and so
much land is gone. But tho temptation to extravagance remains in full force, and the habit of it grows
stronger daily. Having got out of one scrape so easily, merely by putting his nameto apiece of
parchment, he quickly and almost imperceptibly slides into another, to be also escaped from by a
similarprocess; and so it goes on.

A future of pauperism, the details of which it is misery to look forward to, is therefore inevitable
for the Maori race, in Hawke's Bay, at least, unless immediate steps be taken, in the spirit of the
salutary legislation of last year,to place beyond the reach of the present generation a sufficient portion
of the estate thatremains to them in the various districts of the Province.

For thispurpose I would recommend that the Government should not assent to the alienation of
any reserve of the classes described in subsections two and three of section three of " The Native
Lands Act, 1866," and that the provisions of section eleven should be liberally acted upon by the
Judges of the Native Lands Court.

By these means I trust that a sufficient maintenance may be preserved for these Natives to keep
them from sinking into abjectpoverty and becoming a burthen upon the State, while the greater part
of the land will still remain open for sale to and profitable occupation by the European colonists.

I have, Ac,
The Native Secretary, Wellington. G. S. Coopeb.

REPORT BY MR. G. S. COOPER.




	REPORT BY MR. G.S. COOPER ON THE SUBJECT OF NATIVE LANDS IN THE PROVINCE OF HAWKE'S BAY.
	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	Tables

