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up, and I hurried them on,fullyexpecting to hear firing at any moment. On my arrival at Pungarehu,
Mr. Canning met me with a hasty message from Inspector Hunter, thatI was to come up with all
speed, that the Natives were all armed, and three prisoners had been taken. I lost not a moment: my
men, with Captain Page, went almost at arun, till we met the Besident Magistrate returning with
three prisoners, two of whom, Mr. Booth said,when he met me, were innocentmen, and proposed to let
them go ; but I had them takenon to Waihi, as to have let them go in thebush would have been a
weakness. For an. account of what occurred in the village I refer you to copies of letters from
Inspector Hunter and Mr. D. Canning. Captain Cumming, who was one of the last to leave the
village, assured me also that evidently the Natives were determinedto resist the apprehensionof any
more of theirmen. Tho last Native he spoke to had a rifle capped in one hand and a naked sword in
the other; he however asked for and partook of a small drop of brandywhich Captain Cumming had in
his flask.

On arrival at Waihi, Mr. Booth proposed to let the throe prisoners go, having nothing at all
against them. Two of them were released next morning, and Ihaka (the third) was by my advice
retained. I omittedto mention that the force broughtback with them two more of the stolenhorses.
Tauke, to whom I lent my horse, caught up the party under Major Hunter, near a place called Maui-
o-te-Whenua, about one mile from Te Ngutu-o-te-Manu,and entered the village in front with the men,
and I firmly believe his presence saved bloodshed, for the Natives were evidently well prepared to
receive the party. When the two men mentionedby me in aformer part of this letter were released,
I gave them a short note to Tauke, in which I told him to hasten back to Waihi and see me. No
reply has as yet been received. Mr. Booth also sent a letter to the tribe, but I believe no answerhas
been returned.

I cannot now refrain from making a few remarks, being of opinion that the Government are
anxious to avoid, if possible, any renewal of hostilities and unnecessary shedding of blood in this
district, and at the same time equally anxiousand determinedthat the law shall be carried out and tho
settlers be protected.

Iwould beg most respectfull}'- to urge upon the Minister for Colonial Defence the necessity of the
management of tho districtbeing placed in my hands. My long experience of Native character, my
knowledge of all the tribes in this neighbourhood, and, let me add, the prestige that my name has
among the Natives,will, I feel,certain, enable me, if full power is given to mo, to preserve tranquillity
and order in the district without bloodshed; but if the power to act independently is not left with
me, Iwill not be surprised any day to hear of or see fighting, and this through mismanagement. Ido
not at all care to be under the control or at the disposalof any Besident Magistratewhere any Native
affairs are concerned, nor am I at all inclined to leadofficers and men into situations where their lives
are not safe for a moment, when there is actually no necessity for the risk; if, therefore, the Govern-
ment have sufficient confidence in. me to carry out what I have asserted above, I trust to receive
immediatenotice of their approval; if not, I wrould much rather that some other officer should bo
appointed.

I dismissed the Patea Light Horso Volunteersyesterday, and VolunteerMilitia this day ; and, in
conclusion, would beg to bring to the notice of the Government the conduct of the whole force.
Inspector Hunter was most energetic in carrying out all my instructions. Captain Cumming's conduct
in persisting to prevent me going into the pa by myself I admired, and have thanked him for it.
Captain Page's conduct during the whole of the expedition was what I expected most praiseworthy.
I also would mention Mr. Canning, who behaved extremely well. Captain O'Halloran and tho Patea
Light Horse Volunteers acted, both while mounted and on foot, in a most exemplary manner, and I
have thanked them in orders. The men's conduct could not have been surpassed. The Armed Con-
stabulary, although considered by Colonel Whitmore much too old, marched in one night from Patea
to Waihi, twenty-four miles ; nextnight to Te Ngutu-o-te-Manu, good twelve miles, and tho principal
part through the bush, and back in the morning; not a man fell out, not a man intoxicated. It will
show- they are serviceable men, though not all I could wish them, and I will weed them by
degrees. Corporal Crichton's behaviour in sticking to Mr. Booth and Captain Cumming, I beg also to
rej)resent; he is an excellent non-commissioned officer, and I will take the first opportunity of pro-
moting him.

I have left all the Armed Constabulary at Waihi, and intend to move some men to Waingongoro
in a few days. I will also remove head-quarters to Waihi as soon as possible, in compliance with your
letter, numberand date as per margin. I have, &c.,

Thomas McDonnell, Lieut.-Colonel,
Captain Holt, Under Secretary, Wellington. Commanding Patea District.

16th May, 186S.
I have just received enclosed letter from W. Katene, which he forwarded to me as the last news

from To Ngutu-o-te-Manu, consequently I will proceed early to-morrow to Waihi, and if I think it
necessary, or that it will do any good, I will proceed to the same place again by myself.

Thos. McDonnell.

No. 53-2.
May 9, 18G8.

Enclosure in No. 36.
Upper Wanganui B.M. District,")

Province of Taranaki, >
Colony of Now Zealand. j

Warrant to Apprehend.
To Lieut.-Colonel McDonnell, Inspector of Armed Constabulary, and to all other Peace Officers in

tho said Colony of New Zealand :
Wiieeeas information has been laid before the undersigned, one of Her Majesty's Justices of the
Peace in and for the said Colony, for that Toi, Hau Whenua and otherAboriginalNatives of NewZealand,
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