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Warden's Court.—Number of cases, 71; amount sued for £327.
Resident Magistrate's Court.—Number of cases, civil, 451; number of cases, criminal, 129—total,

SSO; amount sued for, £3,477 Is. H-Jd.
Licenses.—Tho following number of rights, licenses, registrations, and leases have been issued or

applied for and forwarded for consideration :—Miners' rights at £1, 544; business licenses at £5, 45 ;
business licenses at £3, 100; business licenses at £2, 35; registration at 55., 194; registration at Is.,
394; leases (mining) representing 20 acres 1rood 4 perches ; extended claims 40, representing 74 acres ;
retail licenses (publicans'), 33; conditional licenses (publicans'), 13; wholesale licenses, 1; bottle
licenses, 2.

The above statistics givo evidence of the failing prosperity of the district. Nothing, however, in
my opinion, is needed to restore it to its prosperous state of formeryears, but a large and cheap water
supply. This the proposed MikonuiRace would provide. This work, if done at all,must bo by Govern-
ment, as the inhabitants of the districthave not now the means of doing it themselves. Their faith in
the gold-bearing character of tho ground is evidenced by tho extensive as well as expensive under-
ground workings and steam-engines in which all their capital has been sunk. These are now lying
idle and useless for the want of that which they cannot procure—water. The claims of the district
have been so strongly urged by petitions and otherwise, to havethis race constructed, that it isneedless
for me to urge the matter any further, save in my official capacity to give it a strongrecommendation.

I have, &c,
The Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. G. G. FitzGerald, Warden.

No. 12.
Mr. Warden TIZARD to the UNDER SECRETARY for GOLD FIELDS.

SIR,— Warden's Office, Okarito, 1st May, 1873.
With reference to your circular memorandum dated 12th February last, I have the honor

to submit the following report upon the district under my charge:—During the past year the
population has somewhat decreased, a few people having gone to the roofs near the Grey, and to the
Australasian Colonies; whilst nothing fresh has been struck in the district sufficiently attractive to
induce an influx of miners. The population numbers about 485, distributed as follows ;—

Tho above numbers include about 230 miners, tho remaining males being engaged as minors,
farming, storckeeping, &c.'

Tho goldreports during the year ending 31st ultimo amounted to 2,960 oz.; whilst thero was
forwarded overland 2,511oz., giving a gross product of 5,471 oz. This gives an average of ir2Soz.
per head (485) of population ; of 1764 oz. per male (310) ; and of2378oz. per miner (230). In the
previous year the average per head was 1560z.; per male adult, 2343 ; and per miner, 28'840z.

I am inclined to believe that a question as to the price of gold has led some of the miners to
retain a considerable quantity in their hands, only meanwhile selling as much as may be necessary to
pay their expenses.

Although for the past year there appears a lower average of gold than in the former year, the
miners have, I believe, been doing better, the expense of getting it having been much less. Theworking
of large claims under heavy expenses was generallybrought to a close in the former year ; and although
the yield of gold was large, a few miners only had good netreturns, and a great number ofthe menwere
in debt, and some of them remained so even at the closing of the claims. Since then the men working
in small parties of three or four have had a better choice of ground, and with small expenses can make
a few pounds, whilst, at the same time, there has not been the reason for obtaining credit from the
storekeepers which existed when working large claims with expensive appliances, so that business
transactions are now on a far more satisfactory basis than formerly, as well to the miners as to tho
business men. Most of the miners who choose can save money, and, with their affairs on a ready-
money basis, are, I believe, more likely to prosper than formerly, when nearly all largo parties ran into
debtto start an extensiveclaim, which was expected to give a handsome return in theresult, but which,
from one cause or another, perhaps scarcely gave small wages, the miners' expendituremeanwhilebeing
based upon the handsomereturn it was expected to yield. That the miners have some money, is, I think,
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)karito
STorth Beach
WhataroaRiver...
Saltwater Beach
?hree Mile Beach
rive Mile Beach
rVaiho River
jake
)amarukina
iVaikupakupaRiver
doonlightBeach
Jillespie'sBeach
book's River
Carangarua
lunt's Beach
JruceBay
'ainga
louthwardBay ...

Males.
19
6

32
22
10
70
14
3
9
3
5

60
12
8

20
5
4
8

Females.
14
2

3
2

25

"i
1G

1
1
3

Children.
29
10

3
8

33

"*3
14

1

*6

Total
62
18
32
28
20

128
14
3
9
3
9

90
14
9

29
5
4
8

Total 310 68 107 485
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