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ANALYSIS OF REPORTS RECEIVED IN 1869.
Dr. Hector to the Hon. the CoLoNIAL SECRETARY.

Colonial Museum, Wellington, N.Z., 11th June, 1873.

In reply to your letter of 27th ultimo, requesting me to consider the subject of the
conservation of the natural forests of the Colony, with the view of suggesting what action, if any,
should be taken by Government towards effecting this object, I have the honor to furnish a
tabulated statement of the information that was elicited in reply to circulars issued to the
Superintendents of Provinces in 1868.

I think that the information then obtained showed that although it is highly necessary that
steps should be taken to preserve the indigenous forests, yet the diversity of circumstances in
different parts of the Colony prevents the application of any general measure, and naturally sug-
gest it to be a subject that can be better dealt with by local legislation.

The greater part of the native forest in New Zealand is chiefly valuable to the Colony
from its promoting the precipitation of moisture from the winds, restraining the rapid gathering
of floods, and protecting the alluvia in the lower parts of the valleys (generally the only valuable
agricultural areas) from rapid destruction.

The extent of forest which is valuable from the amount of marketable timber it contains is
only a very small proportion of the whole, and according to the evidence, is best conserved by the
rights of private ownership.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Wellington.

I have, &ec.,

Jamrs Hrector.

Axavysis of CORRESPONDENCE relative to Cowprrion of the ForEsrs of NEw Zeatawp, 1869,
(Parliamentary Paper, D, 22.)

QUESTIONS. AUCKLAND. Hawxkg Bay, TARANAKI. ‘WELLINGTON. NELSON.
1. What is the area, | Of large extent;|360,000 acres, of | All forest, but a |4,500,000 acres, | 3,000,000 acres ; on
character,andvalue | generally value- | which 95,000 | beltof fourmiles | valued from 5s.| level land and
of forests in the| less except for| acres of totara,| along the coast.| to £1. valleys; totara

district ?

2. What was the
original area of
forest ?

3. How much is still
on Crown lands?

4, State what has
been the relative
destructionofforest
on Crown lands and
on freehold.

5. What causes have
led to the destruc-
tion of the forest,
particularizing the
relative eoffect of
accidental fires, fell-
ing by holders of
bush licenses, and
destruction by cat-
tle ?

firewood  and
fencing ; ocea-
sional patches of
kauri.

All originally
forest ; little de-
stroyed.

Little alienated.

Very little
Crown  land.
Clearings  for
agricultural pur-
poses on free-
hold.

on

Kauri gum dig-
gers’ fires ; none
from other
causes.

matai, and red
and white pines,
are situated on
spurs of Rua-
hine, banks of
Manawaty, &c. ;
the rest value-
less.

370,000 acres 16
" yearsago. With-
in the century
600,000 acres

destroyed by
fire.

50,000 acres,

100 acres freehold.

900 acres Crown
land. 9,000acres
Native land.

Accidental fires.

About 59,000
acres purchased
by Government
from Natives.

Not stated.

11,000 out of pur-
chased blocks.

None on Crown
land. Freeholds
cleared for agri-
culture.

Falling and burn-
ing ; also cattle.

All bush.

1,000,000 acres.

Cannot be esti-
mated.

Mostly bush fires.
Felled also in
small  relative
degree for agri-
cultural  pur-
poses.

rimu, rata, and
pines.

Destruction almost
equalled byplant-

ng,

Little alienated.

Little on Crown
land. Afewthou-
sand acres on
freehold,

A few hundred
acres by bush
licenses. Not yet
injured by cattle,
lgut possibly will
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