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Analysis of Cor: lESPoroEircE reli itive to Cottdith >n of the Foeests of New Zea:<and—continued.

Questions. Auckland. Hawke Bay. Taeanaki. Wellington. Nelson.

6. State any damage
which has occurred
to agricultural dis-
tricts, or other de-
struction of pro-
perty, such asmills,
&c, that has been
imputed to floods,
or droughts being
rendered more se-
vere through the
destruction of the
forests.

No instance. Great damage at
Porongahau and
Napier. Severe
droughts inl861
and 1867. Four
inches rainfall
now is equal to
seven inches for-
merly, owing to
destruction of
scrub in gullies.

No instance. Great destruction
in Hutt Valley,
owingtoseverity
of floods,caused
by destruction
of bush.

No instance, but
thinks damage
has been done by
cutting down on
banks ofrivers.

(1.) Arebushreserves
advisable,orshould
the forests be al-
lowed to pass into
freehold, with a
viewto theirbetter
conservation than
at present ?

Should be allowed
to become free-
hold. Reserves
generally inad-
visable, as they
harbourthistles.

Reservesshould be
made in largo
forests. The
smaller ones
should be al-
lowed tobecome
freehold.

Eeservosshould be
made within 10
miles of top of
Mount Egmont.

No occasion for
bush reserves.
Asmuch should
be sold in free-
hold aspossible.

Tops of mountain
ranges and heads
of rivers should
be reserved.

(2.) Does the system
of granting bush
licenses lead to an
extravagant waste
of the forests,and
could you propose
any system ofsuper-
vision by which the
forests might be
thinned without
their absolute de-
struction ?

Yes. Inspectorsof
Works inemploy
of Highway
Boards, Post-
masters, &c.,
could look after
this, or super-
visors should
valuekauri trees
tobushmen and
get percentage
on value re-
ceived.

Bush licenses
should be re-
Btricted to cer-
tain districts.
System not yet
tried. Supervi-
sion impractic-
able. Sides of
roads should be
planted.

Neveryet granted.
Would probably
be necessary to
protest against
towaitreesbeing
strippedofbark.

No answer. No ; but wouldnot
recommend their
being granted.

Questions. Mabeboeough. Canterbury. Otaoo. Southland. Westland.

1. What is the area,
character, and
value of forests in
the district?

700,000 acres
black birch and
rimu, on moun-
tains and plains,
and white and
red pine and to-
tara on latter.
No estimate of
value can be
formed.

270,000 acres of
totara, manuka,
and other useful
timbers. Best,
£10 to £12 per
acre. Govern-
ment price, £2.
Average offree-
hold property,
£5.

1,421,000 acres;
principally in-
ferior,with to-
tara, pines, and
nuka intersper-
sed. Value,£20
near town.

766,000 acres of
mixed bush.
Value,from 20s.
up to £6 15s.

2,000,000 acres of
red, white, and
black pine prin-
cipally. Birch
on the moun-
tains.

2. What was the ori-
ginal area of for-
est?

Little destroyed. 300,000 acres. 1,440,000 in 1847,
originally
7,000,000.

816,000 acres, of
which half is in
Stewart'slsland.

Little destroyed.

3. How much is still
on Crown lands ?

690,000 acres. 223,000 acres. 1,356,000 acres. 766,000 acres. 1,998,000acres.

4. State what has
been the relative
destruction of for-
est on Crown lands
and on freehold.

Nothing appre-
ciable.

In equal propor-
tions.

Much greater on
Crown landthan
on freehold.

Inestimable; but
very little has
been felled on
freehold land.

6,000;or 7,000 on
Crownlands, and
1,000 on free-
hold.

5. What causes have
led to the destruc-
tion of the forest,
particularizing the
relative effectof ac-
cidental fires,felling
by holders of bush
licenses, and de-
struction by cattle.

A few thousand
acres by holders
ofpastoralleases,
none by bush
licenses or cat-
tle.

Fires—principally
accidental. None
by cattle.

Mostly by fires.
Destruction by
cattle not ap-
parent. Alsoby
bush licenses.

Very little by fire
andcattle, chief-
ly bybush licen-
ses.

Principally by
clearing for gold
mining, &c. De-
struction by
cattle inappreci-
able. Also clear-
ing fortowns and
roads.

6. State any damage
which has occurred
to agricultural dis-
tricts, or other de-
struction of pro-
perty, such asmills,
&c., that has been
imputed to floods,o:

No instance. No instance. No instance. No instance. Low landsof Hoki'
tikaand Arahura,
Owing todestruc-
tion of thick
scrub, are being
rapidly de*
stroyed.

[ercd more severe Hitrough the destructiidroughts being reni in of the forests ?
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