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1877.
NEW ZEALAND.

REPORTS OF NATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE.
KOMITI MO NGA MEA MAOEI.

Presented to the House of Representatives, Session 1877, and ordered to be printed.

Eeport on Petitions of Eenata Kawepo and 790 Others, and Piripi Eopata and 200 Others.
These petitions are signed by 791 Natives and 201 Natives respectively, and appear to express the
views of a large meeting of Natives held last year, and also the substance ofresolutions arrived at by
a meeting held"more recently. The petitioners' express an opinion that it is desirable that meetings of
Native chiefs should frequently be held to discuss matters affecting the Native race, and think that
the number of Native representatives in the General Assembly should be greatly increased. They
complain of confusion in theexisting Native Lands Act, as well as in the operations conducted under
it, and pray for itsrepeal. In asking that a better Act be passed, they state their belief that the Judges
should have the same status as in other Courts, and be free from the control of the Government.

I am directed to report as follows:— ,
That the various interesting matters referred to in these petitions are deserving of the careful

consideration of the House ; but the Committee do not deem it necessary to make specific recom-
mendations in relation to the numerouspolitical opinions expressedby the petitioners.

That inasmuch as the petitions throw great light upon the opinion of the Natives as to the shape
which should be given to legislation upon Native lands, the Committee would recommend that the
petitions be printed. '

In recommending that the petitions be printed, the Committee desire to express its disapprovalot
the insertion therein of that portion of it which reflects upon the character of a memberof this House,
and hope that ill future Maoris petitioning the Legislature will refrain from making such reflections.

John Brtce,
7th August, 1577. Chairman.

[Translation.]
Ko te kupu a te Komiti mo runga i nga Pukapuka-inoi a Eenata Kawepo batou ko ona

hoa c 790, a Piripi Eopata hoki ratou ko ona hoa c 200.

E 791 nga Maori na ratou i tuhituhi enei Pukapuka-inoi, he whakaatu mai i nga whakaaro o tetahi hui
nui o nga Maori i turia i tera tau ;me etahi putake hoki i oti i tetahi hui i muri ake nei. Eki ana nga
kai-inoi he mea pai kia huilmi nga Rangatira Maori kite korero i nga mea c tau ana kite iwi Maori;
c whakaaro ana ratou kia whakatakoinaliatia nga Mema Maori ki roto kite Eunanga Nui. E whakaatu
ana ratou i to ratou pouri mo te raruraru o Te Ture Whenua Maori o naianei, me nga mea l mahial

runga i nga tikanga o taua Ture a c inoi ana ratou kia whakakorea atu. I runga Ita ratou tonokia
mahia tetahi Ture pai atu c whakaatu ana ratou i to ratou whakaaro kia rite tonu te tv o nga Kai-
whakarite Wbakawa ki nga Kai-whakarite Whakawa o era atu Kooti, kia kaua he mana a te Kawana-
tanga c tau ki a ratou.

Ivua whakahaua ahau kia ki penei atu ahau kite Whare:— ....
He mea pai kia ata whiriwhiria c te Whare nga korero whai tikanga c whakahuatia ana i roto l

nga Pukapuka-inoi, engari kahore te Komiti i whakaaro he mahi tuturu ma ratou kia whaikupu tohu-
tohu ratou mo nga mea maha c tau anaki rga tikanga whakahaere c whakahuatia ana c nga kai-inoi.

Inahoki he nui te whakamaramn,o te Pukapuka-inoi i nga whakaaro o nga Maori mo te ahua mo
nga Ture c tau ana ki nga whenua Maori c mea atu ana te Komiti he meapai kia taiate Pukapuka-inoi.

I runga i ta ratou tohutt.hu atu kia taia te Pukapuka-inoi c whakaputa ana te Komiti i ta ratou
whakahe mo te kupu o taua Pukapuka-inoi c anga whakahe ana ki tetahi Mema o tenei Whare, a c
tumauako ana to ratou whakaaroka kore nga Maori c whakahua i auatv kupu inatuku Pukapuka-inoi
mai ratou ki to Eunanga. _

John Brtcb,
Akuhata 7, 1877. Tumuaki.

Eepoet on Petition of Wikiriwiui te TuAnu, of Matata.
The petitioner prays that his son Aperahama may receive some Government work.

1 am directed to report as follows :—
That the Committeebelieve this to be a matter in which the House ought not to interfere, and

therefore cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner to the favouraule consideration of the
House. , _

; John Betce,
7th August, 1877. Chairman.
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