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Hawge’s Bay Lanp PurcHases.

ProoF Copy.*
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This land was, as the honorable member for Rangi-
tikei has eaid; especially suitable for * smiling home-
steads.” These gentlemen were already members of
the landed aristocracy. And, Sir, what did the then
Governor do? He offered to assist them by every
means in his power. The gentleman to whom I have
referred i and made arrange-
ments for getting possession of this land. But all of
a sudden a difficulty arose with the Governor in
regard to the subject. This association of gentlemen
sudden! ly fnund i

viched-theptto-varryout: They
had looked upon this as a splendid investment, and
they were greatly dlsappomted to find a sudden
check put upon them. * *
He got a share, and an agent was started off to the
land in question. It was arranged that this agent
should be followed by these introductions and aseiet-
ance—whieh—the--Geovernor—eould—give—him-  Sir, the
Governor at that time was a Governor who had
specinl pewer over the Natives who lived in outlying
districts like Taupo, where the Maoris were shut out
from the Europeans and from all European things:
The agent went to Napier, and it is fortunate that he
did so, because if he had not it-is-possible-that-T-would
not—be-here—to-night-to—put-this—matter—in—the—proper
light;—end the fact of his going to Napier required
that letters should be written, and these letters now

exist, and-ean-be-produced-at-any-moment: What came

This land was the same block as the honorable
member for Rangitikei has descrzbed as especially
suited for “smiling homesteads.” These gentiemen
were already me:sbers of the landed aristocracy; and,
Sir, what did the then Governor do? He offered to
assist them by every meaus in his power fo oblain
more lands. The gentlemen to whom I have referred
made arrangements for getting possession of this
land. But all of a sudden a difliculty arose with the
Governor in regard to the subject. This association
of gentlemen suddenly found tke Governor cold, and
that he had lost interest in the business. They had
looked upon this as a splendid investment, and they
were greatly dmappomted to find a sudden check put
upon them. * * * *
He obtained a share, and an agent was employed and
started off to secure the land in question. It was
arranged that this agent should be followed by intro-
ductions Zo the Native owners of the land from the
GQovernor. Bir, the Governor at that time was a
Governor who had special influence over those
Natives who lived in outlying districts like Taupo,
where the Maoris were shut out from the Europeans
and from all European influence. The agent went to
Napier; and it is fortunate that he did so, because if
he had not, the transactions I am descmbmg would rest
on recollection only, but the fact of his going to Napier
required that letters should be ertteu “and these
letters now exist. What came next? Why, the
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