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REPORTING DEBATES

COMMITTEE

(FURTHER REPORT OF THE).

Tre Committee have the honor to report that they have compared the proofs of the debate on the
Hawke’s Bay Land Transactions with Hansard, and they beg to submit to the House a copy of certain

passages in the speeches of honorable members as

printed in the original proofs, set forth in parallel

columns with the same passages as reported in- Hanmsard, showing the alterations made by honorable

members.

16th October, 1877.

JOHN BALLANCE,
Chairman.

EXTRACTS FROM THE bPFECHEs oF HoNoraBLE MEMBERS IN THE DEBATE oX THE Hawke’'s Bay Laxp

TRANSACTIONS.
Proor Copy.* HANSARD.+
Mr. SHEEHAN—- * * * When Mr. SHEEHAN.— * * * ‘When
I tell the House that he has but 17,000 acres at  * | I tell the House that he has kad but from 15,000 to
* This was how it came about | 17,000 acres at * * *  This

that they had to pay more. There was £3 000 or
£4,000 to be paid. * *
Whether or not that gentleman had done rlghtly or
-wrongly, I would say that, even so far as his actions
bore the aspect of bemg wrong, it was because he
followed too faithfully the counsels of the present
Minister for Public Works. *

Captain RussELn.— * * *  The

- honorable gentleman may be right; I will not dispute
it *
Sir GeEorRGE GREY.— * * * But

the first moment I entered this House, the honorable
member for Clive, with a malice which I earn well
understand directed his attacks at me. *

* * T held, also, that if a man wanted

hls child to help——h&m—&t—lﬁe work, we should not

deduct from that man’s weekly eammge the sum which
ho-woul

*

was how it came about tha,t they had to pay more.
’I‘here was the br zbe of £8,000 or £4,000 to be paid.

* Whether or not that
gentleman had done rightly or wrongly, I would say
that, even so far as his actions bore the aspect of
bemg wrong, it was because he followed too faithfully
the selfisk and wnprincipled counsels of the present

Minister for Public Works. *

Captain Russgrn.— * * *  The
honorable gentleman may be right ; I will not dlspute
it, tlzough 1 do not think so. *

Sir GEORGE GREY.—  * * *  But

the first moment I entered this House, the honorable
member for Clive, with a malice which I cannot well
understand, directed his attacks at me. * *
* * Theld, also, that if a man wanted his child
to work, we should not deduct from that man’s
weekly income the sum which Ais ckildren would have
earned by labour, and then still further reduce his
income by forcing him to pay for the education of his
children, whilst you gave a free education to the children
of his neighbour, in schools better warmed, ventilated,
Jurnished, and supplied with books and instruments—
all at the public expense—than the schools could be
which were supported by individuals themselves. *
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Proor Cory *

HANgARD

Mr. StrroN.— * * * He has
referred to a transaction with a Native whom he de-
scrxbed as a man of 1ntemperate hablts, whereas-his

marle-chould 6 bo—th of-a gentleman
who was attemptmg to get an interest in the block
for speculative purposes only. * * *

Hon. Mr. WHITARER * * * It
appears that he was liwingwith the honorable mem-
ber for Waipa in the Middle Island when the first
transection took place, and then the-second-transaction

e-hero in Wellington between the honorable
member for the Thames and the honorable member
for Waipa, and the result was a very large sale of
land. I wasin Auckland all the time. It was during
the session of 1867, and I was m—A—ueklaad—’Ehss
my was formed here at VVellmgton end-THin-my

* * The honorable
member for Dunedin (Mr. Stout) has made a very
peculiar charge against the Government, and that is
that they acted w rorwly in employing certain Govern-
ment officers in-eonncetion-with the Waka Maori, and
that when the action was brought against t—hose oﬂicers
the Government defended-them.  *

It must be remembered that the Government were
to-some-oxtent-interested in this case,and I cannot see
that they did wrong in employing a Government
officer in the work of collecting mformatlon con-
nected with the-ease: * *

Mr. Cox.— * * * During
the latter part of that session, the Hon. H. R. Raussell
came to me one day and asked me whether I bad
ever heard Sir George Grey express any opinion
regarding the farming country in the North Island.
Mr. Russell said that he had emly heard from Sir
George that the grazing country was of good quality,
but-ho-had heard—from—ethors—that—tho—roverso-was—the

* *

*

ease: My answer was that I had heard from Sir
George Grey that the grazing country was good,
but that lhad not yet taken any action in regard to
it. * We told Sir George
Grey that we were persuaded that the country in the
North was good grazing country, we, with
certain others, were prepa,red to coustltute ourselves
a company to purehase-ss-mueh d d
get. I say that at this first 1nterv1ew we entered
very fully into all our affairs., * * *

My answer—I bemg deputed to do the talkmg——wa,s

yea—prepeser Bv all accounts the country which we
wish to acquire is undisputed territory, and therefore
there can be no dlfﬁculty i ;
of-it: *

An addmonal reason was that there were disturb-
ances in connection with Te Kooti. That was in
itself sufficient to prevent any gentlemon-geingand
buying land in that part of the country. At that
time wool was low These
reasons, and the difficulty surrounding the whole
matter, were sufficient to induce us, after the matter
was gone pfepei-ly into, to bring the whole thing to an
end. * * whole story in regard
to these negotiations for buying a large block of land
in the North Island. * * *

* *
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Mr. SurroN.— * * * He has

referred to a transaction with a Native, whom he de-
scribed as a man of intemperate habits, and, as usual,
has attempted to fiz an imputation on the purchasers
instead of the gentleman who was attempting to get
an interest in the block for speculative purposes
only. * * *

Hon. Mr. WrITARER.— * * * Tt
appears that he was wvisiting the honorable member
for Waipa in the Middle Island, when the first allu-
sion to the matter took place, and the subject was
renewed in Wellington between the honorable mem-
ber for the Thames and the honorable member for
‘Waipa, and the result was an arrangement for the
acquisition of a very large tract of land. I was in
Auckland all the time. It was during the session of
1867, and I was not here. A company was formed
here at Wellington, * * The
honorable member for Dunedin City (Mr. Stout) has
made a very peculiar charge against the Government,
and that is that they acted Wronglym employing cer-
tain Government officers fo collect information in
reference to the Waka Maori libel case, and that when
the action was brought against officers of the Govern-
ment they were defended by the Government. * *
It must be remembered that the Government were
virtually the defendants in this case, and I cannot see
that they did wrong in employing a Government
officer in the work of collecting mforma}non con-
nected with sz, * *

Mr. Cox.— * * * During
the latter part of that session the Hon. H. R. Russell
came to me one day and asked me whether I had
ever heard Sir George Grey express any opinion
regarding the grazing country in the North Island.
Mr. Russell said that he had not only heard from Sir
George Grey that the grazing country was of good
quality, but that all ke had said about it was fully
confirmed by the reports of others equally competent to
Judge. My answer was that I had heard from Sir
George Grey that the grazing country was good, but
that I had not yet taken any action in regard to it,
and, in fact, had never ser tously thought of the matter
since. * * We told Sir George
Grey_that if we were persuaded that the country in
the North was good grazing country, we, with certain
others, were prepared to constitute ourselves a com-
pany to lease a big block for grazing purposes. 1 say
that at this first interview we entered very fully mto
all our proposed plans.

My answer—I1 being deputed to do the ta.lkm g——wa,s,
Of course, we have no objection, Sir, to your, joining us.
By all accounts the country which we wish to acquire
is @ portion of a large territory, and therefore there
can be no difficulty iz adding 50,000 acres to 250,000
acres to meet the case of an additional partner. * *
An additional reason was that there were disturb-
ances in connection with Te Kooti. That was in
itself sufficient to prevent any one leasing and stocking
land in that part of the country. At that time wool
was low, ond the marketable value of sheep almost nil.
These reasons and the difficulty surrounding the
whole matter were sufficient to induce us after the
matter was gone thoroughly into to bring the whole
thing to an end.  * * *  whole stor,
in regard to the negotiations for leasing a large bloci
of land in the North Island. *
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