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appended. As a number of teachers held office for a portion of the year only, the sums entered
as income in such cases are for less than the whole year. A reference to the last column of the table
will show the length of time for which the salaries set down were paid.

The following is an abstract of the attendance at the Dunedin district schools, and the other
elementary schools of Otago, from the institution of the Otago education scheme, in the year 1856,
to the present time :—

The figures for the year 1877 show that, taking all the schools under tho Board's management
into account, the average number of attendances made by every child that attended at all during the
year amouuts to 62 per cent, of the possible attendances. In the Dunedin schools this average was as
high as 67 per cent., while for all the other schools in the Board's district taken together it didnot
rise above 60 per cent. The Board believes that the above average number of attendances for every
pupil at school at all would have been considerably higher but for the prevalence, in many districts,
during the year of epidemic scarlet fever.

Ages of Pupils.

The following is an abstract of the ages of the pupils who attended the elementary schools during
the last quarter of 1877:—

Ages. Boys. Girls. Totals.
Under five years ... ... ... 16S 153 321
Over five and under ten years ... ... 4,254 3,636 7,890
Over ten and under fifteen years ... ... 3,420 2,893 6,313
Over fifteen years ... ... ... 131 116 247

These figures show that, of the pupils in attendance for the last quarter, rather moro than 2 per
cent, were under five years of age ; 53 per cent, were between the ages of five and ten years ; 43 per
cent, between ten and fifteen ; and nearly 2 per cent, over fifteen. It isremarkable that, under each
of the above heads, the number ofboys considerably exceeds the number of girls.

Finance.
Appended hereto is an abstract of the income and expenditure of the Board for the

year 1877, certified by the Auditor appointed by the Governor. A table showing the respective
amounts contributed towards the current expenses of the district schools for the year by the Board
aud the several School Committees is hereunto appended (see Appendix B). The sum contributed
by the Board towards district and grammar schools for salaries, pupil-teachers, poor scholars, rents,
&c, exclusive of buildings and repairs, was £27,294 17s. Id., while the aggregate amount raised by
the districts from school fees and voluntary contributions, including the sum of £1,411 35., fees of the
practising department of the JSormal School, was £22,239 6s. 2d.

Inspection.
The reports of Messrs. Petrie and Taylor—the Board's Inspectors of Schools—are appended.

These reports deal only with the nine monthsfrom Ist April to 31st December, 1877 ; and as the three
months thus left out of account are almost wholly devoted to continuous examination of schoolsfor
results, the number of schools so examined is much smaller than usual. There are several points
brought out in these reports which the Board canuot but regard with great satisfaction. It will bq
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