
H.—375

Mr. J. W. Cummlng, Marine Surveyor, to Captain Eussell.
Sir,— Port Chalmers,Bth September.

At your requestIfurnish you withareport of the stowage of gunpowder onboard the last
vessels that arrived here, and my experience as amarine surveyor of stowing of gunpowder onboard
vessels arrived at this port the last twoyears.

On the 19thAugust, 1875,Isurveyed the mainhatches of theship "Knightof Snowdon,"Captain
Richardson, fromLondon, with200 kegs of gunpowderonboard, andfoundthe kegsingood order,and
stowedagainst aplain f-inch bulkhead that divided off the passengers' berths from the cargo,being
about twenty feet aft the mainhatch,stowed on top of case goods, without any old sail under or over
the kegs.

On the30th August,1875,1surveyed the mainhatches of the ship "Altcar," CaptainHarvey,from
London, with400 kegs of blastingpowder and twenty cases of canister powder onboard. Found the
kegsand cases of powder stowedinandaround the mainhatchway in separate lots. Some packages of
other cargo, having got adrift on the passage,brokenine kegsand two cases of powder, completely
smashing four of the kess,andallowingthe contents of tho whole ninekegs togetmixed with the cargo,
and find its way down into the lowerhold, there being no old sailunder or over the kegs to save or
protect thepowder.

Some timein1874—(I forgot thenameof the vessel) had four kegs smashed, the contentsgetting
down thelowerholdfor want of an old sail under the kegs; and only in one instance haveIseen
that precaution taken,but neverfound them covered over orstowed in a bin.

Ihave,&c,
Jno. "W. CrsraiNG,

Captain Bussell. Marine Surveyor.

Captain Harvey to the Secretary,Underwriters' Association.
Sir,— Ship " Altcar," Port Chalmers, September 17th,1877.

Ideem it my duty to informyou, for the information of the local insurance offices, of the
dangerous manner in which gunpowder is put on boardand (so called) stowedinLondon.

It is brought alongside, taken in,and stowed by the shipper's agents, the master and crew of the
vesselbaringno control over it inany way.

Now, the stowing of theseparties consists indropping the variouspackages into any opening or
crevice that presents itself. The powder inmy vessel consistedof 400barrels and twenty-four cases,
and wasplaced inmainhatchway and on both sides of same, amongst a general cargo consisting of
wines,spirits, oils,paints,matches, rod and bar iron,&c, &c. The hatches were then secured, and
nothing more was seenuntil arrival. We had the usual amount of heavy weather during the voyage.
Upon opening hatches inpresence of surveyor we found the powder adrift,and some eight barrels and
three cases smashed. Inconsequence,daily during our discharge we have been sweeping and pack-
ing up powder from amongst tho iron,&c, it (the loosepowder) havingreacheddown even to the skin
of the ship. Now, anypractical man will perceive we have been momentarily exposed to .explosion,
moreespecially from the friction of the iron,andhavebeenmost mercifully spared from an imminent
and deadly peril. Incarrying powder for the Government it is placed in a magazine specially pre-
pared, into which not aparticle ofiron is allowed to enter. Ibegged for one inLondon,but was not
listened to by the charterers. Powder is not allowed to be carried at all in emigrant vessels, but it is
allowed,it seems, to beput onboardpassenger ships. Surely the lives of these, and of myself, wife,
and crow, are as dear to us as to emigrants.

As the Government appear to takeno cognizance of these matters, but confine their attention to
frivolous and vexatious rules and regulations, my object is to persuade the insurance offices to refuse
to underwrite a singlepackage in vessels carrying powder,unless in a proper magazine, which for a
few pounds could be erected.

WhileIam writing we all regret the non-appearance of the " Strathmore," a new vessel, with
some ninety souls onboard. Being informed she carried thirty tons ofpowder,and judging from my
experience,I(andIshall rejoice to findIam wrong) neverexpect to see her.

Surely,Sir,under these circumstances the insurance offices will not hesitate a moment to put a
stop (as far as is in their power) to this disgraceful and wanton practice, whereby most valuable
vessels, their cargoes, and the lives of all onboard, are so manifestly imperilled.

Ihave,&c,
J. W. Harvey,

The Secretary, Underwriters' Association. Master of ship "Altcar."

No. 2.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary to the Agent-General.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington, 15th June, 1877.
Ihave the honor to acknowledgethereceiptof your letterof the 20th March,No. 32G, ov the

subject of the manufactureof gunpowder,and to thank you for the information it contains.
Ishould feel obligedby your making inquiries into the whole subject, as suggestedin the third

paragraph of your letter, and reporting the result to the Government.
Ihave,&c,

The Agent-General for New Zealand,London. Daniel Pollen.
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