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CULTIVATION OF FLAX
(PAPERS RELATIVE TO).

Presented to both Housesof the General Assemblg by Commandof His Excellency.

No. 1.
The Agent-Geneeal to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaey.

Sib,— 7, Westminster Chambers, London,S.AV., 4th April,1879.
Ihave the honor to inform you that,Mr.Thomas Kirk havingcommunicated to me his desire

to obtain information relating to the cultivation and preparation of flax,Ihave obtained, through the
Colonial and Foreign Offices, and forwarded to him by the present mail,copies of reports on the
subjectmadeby British Consuls residinginFrance andBelgium.
Ihave also forwardedto him copy of a letter whichIreceived from the secretary to the Belfast

Flax Supply Association inreply to anapplication whichImade to thatinstitution.
As thesepapers contain matter which may be of interest to the Government,Ihave thought it

right to send press copies of the same for their information.
Ionly received one copy,each,of the printed report, and Instructions for the Culture, &c,of

Flax in Ireland,mentioned inMr.Andrews's letter,and theseIhave forwardedtoMr.Kirk.
Ihave, &c,

Julius Vogel,
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. Agent-General.

Enclosure in No. 1.
REPORTS ON THE CULTIVATION AND MANUFACTURE OE THE ELAX PLANT.

Disteict of Hee Alajestt's Consulate of Nantes.
1. Rotation of Crops.

Well-manuredlight clay-soils are chosen inpreferencefor the cultivationof the flax plant. They
must be wellweeded, aird follow a pasturage,clover,hemp, oats, carrots, beans, potatoes, beet-root, or
colzacrops.

It is a commonbelief among the peasants that,unless they have a very exceptionalpiece of land,
the flax plant should be grownbut twice in a man's life ;but in the Valleyof ths Loire,between Cours
andNantes, little orno attention is given to this saying.

Horse-manureand guano arenotused, as both are consideredas detrimental bydrying toomuch
the fibres. The lauds are generally manured by herding sheep on them,or else with cow-manureor
foecal matter.

2. Opinion as to the Possibility of Sending the Flax-Straw to Europe for Manufacture.
It is the general opinion of the manufacturers spoken to, of this district, thatunprepared flax-

straw would be simply unsaleable,and most certainly a veryunprofitable transaction—first, because
the straw sustains a loss in scutching of from 25 to 50 per cent, of useless matter; second,because
the amount for carriageof this 25 to 50 per cent, of useless matter would go to decrease the value of
the marketable fibre.

InFrance the fibre is prepared and sorted by the growers prior to being sold to themanufac-
turers,purposely to get ridof the useless matter.

3. Best Mode ofPacking andPressing the Dry Straio.
It isnot customary,so far as concerns this district, to pack andpress the dry straw.

4. Price likelg to be obtainedfor Fibre imported into Europe.
Theprice for flax-fibrein this district varies from 50francs to 120 francs thehundred kilogrammes

(£2O to £48 per ton). The difference inprices is according to the land and its exposureon which it
is grown, andespecially to the systemunder which it is cultivated.
5. Machinery best adaptedfor Scutching the Flax and for the Preparation of the Dried Flax-Straw.

The machinery, or, rather, tools, used for scutching the flax-straw in this district are the most
simple and inexpensive, and are termed "broies," " busoires," " cillotes." Several machines for
scutchinghavebeenproposed, amongwhich Hoffman's inventioncanbe mentioned; yetnoneappear to
have beenable to do awaywith the cheap andprimitive tools now inuse.

Robt. Chas. Chlppeeton,H.M.Consul.
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