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hundred mills are engaged in flax and tow spinning in Lille and the surrounding district. The linen
trade is,aud alwayshas been,profitable when in a normalstate; but there is now depression inall
industries, and it has been severely felt by the linen manufacturer. The value of the annual
consumption of linen inFrance is over 500,000,000 francs.
Ipresume theinformation respecting flax is askedfor by thoGovernmentof New Zealand witha

view to the cultivationandpreparationof theplantin the colony for theEuropeanmarkets. Upon this
supposition perhapsImaybepardoned for mentioning that a good dealof the foregoinginformation
has been given to meby a gentleman who for upwards of twenty-five years has beenengaged in the
various operations connected with the manufacture of flax in thenorth of France,and who has studied
the different processes in vogue in most of the northern countries of Europe. This gentleman, a
member of an old-established firm, informs me thathe couldprocure a set of steady,qualified workers,
quite sufficient to begin the cultivation of flax, from the preparing of the seed, soil,weeding,boiling,
steeping,scutching, drying andbleaching, and, finally, preparing the fibre for European markets, and
usingup the coarse tow and codillas for the manufacture of bagging for colonial use; andhe desires
me to add that in the event of the New Zealand Government desiring a man who practically under-
stands the different processes,he would be acandidate for the post.

Edwaed Taxloe,
Dunkirk, 24thFebruary, 1879. Vice-Consul.

Monsieub,— Havre,le 14Janvier,1879.
J'aibien recuhonoree lettre d'hier, et m'empresse de vous dormer ci-dessous les renseigne-

ments relatifs aux questions 3, 4, 6, et 7.
3. Le lindoitetre emballesous nattes, et legerement presse.
4. Les prix dcs lins varient suivant qualite de 80 a,150 francs les 100 kilos.
6. IIy a dans laSeine Inferieure quatre filatures,ayantensemble de 25 a 26 broches,consommant

annuellement environ 4,000 a 5,000 tonnes de lin et de chanvre.
7. On trouveraitl'ecoulement dcs lins de la Nouvelle Zelande si la qualite et le prix le permet-

taient; dejadepuis longtemps onrccoit via Angleterredcs chanvres provenant de cc pays.
Tels sont,Monsieur,les renseignementsque jepuis vous dormer. Puissentilsvous etre dequelque

utilite. Agreez,&c,
Monsieur le Consul de S.M. Britannique auHavre. A. Caeon Campaet.

[TbANSLATIOIT.]
Sic,— Havre, 14th January,1879.

Ihave received your honoured letter of yesterday's date, and hasten to giveyou below the
informationinreply to questions 3, 4, 6, and 7.

3. The flax shouldbe packed inmatting, andpressedlightly.
4. The price of flax varies according to quality from 80 to 150 francs per 100 kilogrammes.
6. There are in the department of Seine Inferieure four spinning factories,having together from

25 to 26 spindles, consuming each year about 4,000 to 5,000 tons of flax aud hemp.
7. A sale wouldbe found for flax fromNewZealand if the quality and price permitted it; for

sometimenow wehave received via Englandhemp comingfrom that country.
This is all the informationIcan afford you, andItrust it may be of some use.

Ihave,&c.,
To H.B.M. Consul at Havre. A. Gabon Campaet.

Sic,
—

Flax Supply Association,10, Donegal Square,AY., Belfast, 28th December, 1878.
Ibeg to acknowledge receipt of your favour, addressed to Mr. John Mulholland, M.P.,

president of this association, accompanied by an extract from a letter to you fromMr. Thomas Kirk,
of AVellington,New Zealand,requestinginformation regarding theculture of flax and its preparation.
Inow forward you,by post, copy of a pamphlet on this special subject which contains reliable

information.
With regard to the transport of the driedstraw from New Zealand to this country,it would

require tobe packed incompressed bales;but animportant itemmustnot be forgotten—namely, that
the driedstraw, beforebeing retted, &c, willproduce at the utmost only 15 per cent, of fibre, so that
you would have to pay freightupon 85 per cent, of refuse. This, in my opinion, would make it impos-
sible to convey tho straw such a distance with any prospect of a profit, or evencost beingmade;
besides, to dry flax-straw properly requires considerable skill.

Air.Kirk is wrongin saying that at present there is any lack of supply in Great Britain. There
isamplesupply to meet alldemands, moreespecially during the depression in trade whichnow exists.

To prosecute flax culture inNew Zealand the severaloperations wouldrequire to be done on the
spot, and the produce forwarded to this country in fibre. This, of course, wouldrequire the necessary
skilland the requisite machinery for scutching, &c.
Istate my opinion freely,asIwould be reluctant to encourageany one to enter uponan enter-

prise unlessIwas pretty wellconvinced it would bo attended with success.
Iaccompany the pamphlet with the annual report of this associationfor 1877, and shall be happy

to render you further information,if inmy power.
Ihave, &c,

Michael Andbews,
The Agent-General for New Zealand. Secretary.
P.S.—lf you would wish for a number of the FlaxInstructions,Ishall be happy to send you a

supply.
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