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WEST COAST COMMISSION.
APPENDIX B.

No. 1.—Statements of all Grown Geants executed in favour of Natives for Land in the Provincial District
of Taeanaki ; and of Lands for which Grants have not been executed.

Crown Lands Office, New Plymouth, 3rd May, 1880.
Sie,—I have the honor to forward herewith two returns asked for by the West Coast Native Commission, as follows :—A.—Return of all
Crown grants executed in favor of aboriginal natives of land in the Provincial District of Taranaki. B.—List of parcels of land the
titles towhich have been individualized, but for which grants have notyet been executed. I have furnished in the Schedules the particulars
required by the Commission, so far as lies in my power. Return A will fully bear out the assertion I made before the Commission, tliafc
the effect of individualization of Native title by Crown grant had been to alienate the land from the aboriginal grantee; and it will be
geen that Crown grants seem, as a rule, to be but little valued by the Natives, who generally allow them to remain in the Crown Lands
Office without attempting to uplift them. The uplifting of a Native grant is, in nearly every instance, a proof that the land included in it
has become the property of a settler. As a rule, .therefore, though I think it would be detrimental to the interests of settlement and
civilization if large tracts of country were to beinalienably vested in aboriginal natives tribally, yet, in cases of small and medium holdings
individualized, every well-wisher of the Maori race must, I think, recognize the desirability of absolutely vesting the land comprised in the
grant in the aboriginal grantee and his descendants. Though I have endeavoured to give the name of the purchaser in each casewhere
the land has been purchased from the Maori grantee by a European, yet I have not always been able to trace the alienation to the first
purchaser. For some reason, first purchasers have in many instances carefully omitted to register, and dealings have only been registered
after the land has passed through two or more hands. The same omission to register prevents me from fully completing the return by
showing the European purchaser in many cases. Sections of land comprised in tlie grants which, according to the returns, still vest in the
aboriginal grantee, have actually been sold, but there is no record of the transaction in the Registration Office, and I have no means of
verifying the alienation. With regard to the grants in Eeturn B, those are now in hand, aud will shortly bo ready for execution. Several
causes have operated to delay the preparation of these grants, among others the necessity for the survey or re-survey of considerable areas,
a doubt which arose as to the antevesting date consequent on the repeal of the New Zealand Settlements Acts, and various other causes
recognized as valid by the Civil Commissioner.

I have, &c,
C. D. Whitcombe,

The Secretary of the West Coast Commission. Commissioner, Crown Lands.
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