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To attract such a settlement it would be necessary to arrange for the emigration in sections from
the same districts of a sufficient number of families known to each other, so as to overcome the home-
sick feeling which isolation would produce, especially in French people, among foreigners. Arrange-
ments would require to be made for their simultaneous transit, landing, and occupation, so that the
idea of expatriation and isolation might as far as possible be got rid of. Sufficient inducement would
also have to be held out as to temporal advantages and comforts in the new home, and support by
work, either public or private or otherwise, until the vineyards and plantations were sufficiently grown
to yield supporting returns, which could not be looked for till some years—not less than three or four
years, at Jeast—had passed.

In order to effect this satisfactorily, a company with sufficient capital would be necessary. The
company would have to see to the obtaining of the proper emigrants, their transit, housing, employ-
ment, &c., till the vineyards were developed; or, in short, to see to the proper development of the
settlement.

The inducements the Government could offer would be, it is presumed, in the direction of free
passages, land at a nominal price, and the making of roads, &e., in which the emigrants would be
employed—suchlike as have been already given for farming settlements. As an illustration and
precedent, the case referred to in the “ Official Handbook of New Zealand,” page 216, may be cited :—

“ Colonel Feilding had little difficulty in selecting a favourable site, and making terms with the
Colonial and Provincial Grovernments. Negotiations resulted in the purchase of this block at 15s. an
acre, paid for by bills bearing interest at five per cent., and maturing at different intervals over ten
years. The Corporation undertook to introdace to the colony and to seftle on the land 2,000 people
within six years. The Grovernment, on the other hand, was to provide free passages for these people
from England, and to find work in the formation of the railway-line through the property, or in other
public works in the neighbourhood, for a current number of 200 labourers. The Provincial Government
made a conditional agreement to expend a sum not exceeding £2,000 per annum for five years, to assist
in forming by-roads.”

It is submitted that the proper introduction of the vine-culture would be a much more important
factor in the general prosperity of the colony than the establishment of an agricultural settlement such
-ag the “ Manchester Settlement,” inasmuch as a successful settlement of vine-growers would give a
new and powerful factor towards the product of the general prosperity, whereas an agricultural settle-
ment would relatively be merely a unit.

The success of the proposed vine settlement would insure the spread of such industry, enhance
many existing industries, initiate others, and compete with none.

An expenditure towards the successful establishment of such an industry would be amply justified
in the great benefit which would accrue from it to the country ; as not only would a relatively dense
.and prosperous population be settled in a district where otherwise for long no population to speak of
could reasonably be looked for, but this would act directly on many industries, and re-act on the
-country generally. )

The lands in the north, at Hokianga, being in the meantime of little commercial value, it is sub-
mitted that the colony could not better deal with them than by holding out for the occupation of a
portion of them, as proposed, the most liberal inducements, in the shape of free passages, employment
of labourers, and land at a nominal price.

It will be understood that suitable water, road, and railway (contingent) access will be essential.
‘"The head of the Hokianga Inlet or River, if navigable water, might be a very suitable situation.

It is suggested that, if the Government deem this matter worthy of consideration, a competent
person might be intrusted to collect information as to the conditivns (climatie, geological, and topo-
graphical) of the Jand which the Government have reserved from sale for the object in view, so that if
the subject be entertained no time might be lost.

It may be mentioned, that I have spoken of the matter to several persons in England and France,
and that it has been well thought of, and considered to be likely to succeed if sufficient inducements

.and facilities are given.

I hope, if you concur in the desirability of the proposed settlement, that you may signify your
approval of the object in transmitting this communication to your Government ; and that the Govern-
ment, if they consider the proper introductich of vine and olive culture desirable for the colony,
may grant such terms and assistance as the circumstances require (as previously referred to), so as to
warrant the formation of a company for bringing about successfully the proposed settlement in
Hokianga. 1 have, &ec.,
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