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fully-qualified schoolmistress in addition to a master. Table No. 9 of the Appendix
contains a nominal return of the teachers employed in the several schools during
the last quarter of 1880. The following summary shows the number of teachers
employed in the several education districts during the same period. The classi-
fication has been made from the Boards' returns ;—-

TABLE B.—Number of Teachers.

The average number of scholars to each teacher over the whole of the schools
at the close of the year was 32-7. The corresponding average for 1879 was 331,
showing that the increase in the number of teachers and of scholars for the twelve
months had been in about equal proportions. As might be expected, the more
sparsely-peopled districts, in which there is of necessity a larger proportion of
small schools, show lower averages than the others. As was the case in 1879, the
lowest averages last year were in the Districts of Taranaki, Auckland, and West-
land; and the highest were in Otago, Southland, and Wellington. The lowest
average to each teacher (26*1) was in the Taranaki District; the highest (39) was in
Otago. The corresponding numbers for these two districts in 1879 were 25-l and
408. This result is only what might be expected, for, as a rule, the greater the
proportion of large schools in an education district, the smaller, within proper
limits, is the aggregate number of teachers needed in proportion to the school
attendance. In some districts a considerable number of the schools are large
enough to admit of the employment in them of two or more teachers. In large
schools the classes also are large, and it is evident that a given number of children
equal in attainments can be more easily taught in one class than the same or even
a smaller number of children of unequal attainments distributed into two, three,
or more classes.

The decrease in the number returned as female assistants is due to the fact
that many of those formerly ranked as assistants are now classed as full teachers.
There is in consequence a large increase in the number entered as teachers in
column 4 of the table.

The Auckland Board showed 62 pupil-teachers in its return for 1879, but in
last year's return 90 "junior assistants" (4 males and 86 females), who under the
former practice would have been ranked as pupil-teachers, Avere entered as
"assistants." The following is the Board's explanation with reference to this
change of classification: " The term ' assistant teachers' includes 90 junior
assistants under nineteen years of age, all of whom have been classified upon
examinations held by the Board for the purpose of testing their qualifications.
The ' pupil-teacher' system, as defined by the Act and Government regulations,
is^tiot in operation in this district." Since this explanation was written, however,
such regulations for the employment of pupil-teachers have been adopted as
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