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that leave one school go to another; but, even so, the change has usually a
retarding effect upon their education.

The Inspectors' view of the pupils' attainments is not quite as favourable as
that taken by the teachers. The following table compiled from the Inspectors'
reports shows the number of children that passed the several standards during the
year in all districts except South Canterbury. Erom South Canterbury thereturns
have not been received at the date of this report:—

TABLE O.—Numbers and Proportions of Passes in Standards.

It therefore appears that, although 52-43 per cent, of the pupils on the roll are
classified by the teachers as children that have either passed Standard I. (or some
higher standard) or are fit to be taught with those who have passed, only 466 per
cent, were presented during the year to be examined according to standards. The
difference may be attributed partly to the fact that theroll was larger at the end
of the year than at any time during its currency, while the examinations were
held at various times throughout the year; and partly to the absence of some of
the children on the days of examination. Again, of the number actually presented
for examination more than one-fourth disappointed their teachers, so that the
number of passes in all standards during the year was only about one-third (33-5
per cent, exactly) of the number of pupils on the roll at the end of the year. Eor
every thousand children on the roll, 6 passed Standard VL, 15 passed Standard
V., and 35 passed Standard IV., giving a total of 56 in 1,000 as the proportion of
children who during the year have passed " the standard of education" which
secures exemption from the operation of the " compulsory clauses " of the Act;
while in Standards 111., 11., and I. the proportions are 64, 106, and 107 to 1,000.
The proportion of those that have not passed is 665 to 1,000.

As to the ages at which the pupils have passed the several standards, there is
a larger amount of information than has been available in former years. The fol-
lowing table contains a summary of it:—

TABLE P.—Average Ages of Pupils at Standard Examinations.
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Passed Standards
Education Districts. Roll (Dec,

1880). Presented. Passed.
I. II. III. IV. V. VI. Tota

All (except South Canterbury) 78,895 \ 46'6 p.c.
of roll

number
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* North Canterbury I. ia Mr. Eestell's district; II., Mr. Edge's.

Average Ages (in Years) for Standard
Education Disthicts. Mean of

Ages.I. II. III. i v. V. VI.
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12-5
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