MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

Wepxespay, Jury 191w, (Mr SaeenaN, Chairman.)
Mkg. Levin, M.H.R., examined.

1. The Chairinan.] You know, Mr. Levin, what the Committee is meeting for -—Yes,

2. You are a merchant living in Wellington, and have something to do with shipping +—Yes.

3. Can you tell the Committee whether or not there would be an opening on board vessels sailing
from Wellington for lads brought up in training schools >--If T understand you to mean for lads
untainted with crime, I should say, certainly, yes.

4. Can you give the Committee any idea of the number that might be absorbed in the course of twelve
months #—T huve no reliable information, but I may say I have had a very considerable nvwinber of
applications from lads.  You would obtain much more reliable information on the matter from Captain
Williams. He has mentioned to e that he was constantly being applied to.

5. What is the number of lads usually carried by those ships %—I should think from four to six.

6. Do you think it would be desirable, in dealing with this question of naval training vessels, to
prevent the sending to ships of lads who had been convicted of crime?—1I should say, in the first instance,
that it would be undesirable to mix Jads who were untainted with erime with those who were. 1If the pro-
posed scheme is carried oust, there should be two training ships, and certain of the lads, after they had served
their time in the one, could be drafted inte the other, but it would be a bad thing to mix the two in the first
instance. _

7. What is the best plan ¢ That of having one large vessel, or two or three smaller ones +—My impres-
sion is, that you have to loock upon these training ships in a great degree in the direction of schools. The
boys get a theoretical knowledge of seamanship, and a practical knowledge of certain matters which should
fit them for the position of ordinary seamen.

8. looking at our own colony, do you think it would be desirable that these lads should be taught
actual seamanship =My impression is, that actual seamanship would, to a great extent, be learned on
board the vessel in harbour.

9. If there were three vessels employed for varioas purposes, could they not be largely used for light-
houses 2—No, it would be disadvantageous to use sailing vessels for such a purpose.

10. You speak of a large vessel being employed for the purpose. Now, in the case of Auckland
where the school buildings weve, they have trained the childven on board a vessel so as to have actual
experience of the working of a vessel >~—1 am only giving my own opinion. My impression is, that con-
tinual living on board a ship is one of the most essential points of training, and the best that a boy conld
geot.

° 11. Have you any idea what wages the lads get —1I cannot tell what wages they get as lads. When
they become men, they might get the wages of ordinary seamen.

12. M. Hurst.] What are the wages of ordinary seamen !—1I think they are £4 per month.

13. Are you acquainted with the details of the working of these vessels, and whether they are a
success or ctherwise >—They are a success ; ship-owners are only too glad t> get these boys.

14. Mr. Dick.| You speak of two classes of boys. Could you draw the line in auy way. Would
you include neglected children, or would you separate them 7—Yes ; most certainly.

15. Would you consider, for instance, such children as attended the Industrial School, and who had
committed a little theft, criminals, and would captains of vessels refuse them ?—1I do not think a captain
would refuse any of that character.

16. Then what class of boys would you have for the second training ship —My impression is, that
there are very many parents of children who would be glad to pay the cost of their children on board the
training ship, and I fancy there are very many parents who would be glad enough to have their sons
educated, and to pay for that purpose.

17. Mr. Dick.] Have you any idea of the cost of such a vessel! How many would you put on beard
a hulk Tt depends on the size of the hulk.

18. The Chairman.] Do you think it would be an advisable thing to provide by law that all vessels
sailing out of any port in the colony, and over a certain tonnage, should be obliged to carry a certain num-
ber of apprentices t—1 should like more time to answer that question.

19. Do you think it -would be an inducement to lads if we were to make special provision for
giving them the franchise and the freedom of the city, and the right to vote for members of Parliament ?
~—1 shall think over both questions.

Trurspay, 20va Jury, 1882, (Mr. J. Sgrnman, Chairman.)
Mr. J. L. CosTER examined.

20. Fhe Chairman having vead the order of reference to the witness, said :—One of the objects of our
inquiry is to ascertain whether we should have separate vesselsin different barbours moving about under
sail, or one large vessel mooved in a central harbour and not moving about. Wealso want to know how
far you think the shipping of the colony will be able to absorb these lads coming from the Naval Training
Schools, and whether you think it will be desirable to make it compulsory on vessels over a certain
tonnage leaving the colony to take a certain nmumber of apprentices. You ave, I believe, Mr. Coster, a
Director of the New Zealand Shipping Company ?—1I am Chairman and Managing Director.

21. How many vessels are there in connecction with the Compuny !-—There are seventecn vessels
owned by owrselves. They average over one thousand tons each.

232, Al .ﬂl(b(‘-c’l.)l(li‘ﬂ,u."j tHas the Company any vessels under chavter %-—We charter, upon an average,

I.9-—1.

Mz, Levin.
19th July, 1882,

Mr, J. L, Ooster,
20th July, 1882,
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