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Sess. 11.—1884.
NEW ZEALAND.

NORTH ISLAND TRUNK RAILWAY

(REPORT OF MR. MORGAN CARKEEK, DATED 2itn JULY, 1834, ON THE WESTERN ROUTE).

Return to an Order of the House of Representatives, dated 15th October, 1684.

Ordered. * That there be laid before this House the repart of Mr. Margan Carkeek, referred to in paragraph 1662
of the winutes of ovidence annexed to the report of the North Island Main Prunk Ruilway Committeo.” —~(Mr. S(uuucl.)

Mr. MorGaN CArkregx to the CHirr Suxvevonr, Taranaki.

Sk, - Otaki, 27th July, 1884,

Tn reply to your telegram of the 25th instwa, T have the honour to informn you that the
country between Stratford and the depat on the Makuri River consists of good undulating bush
land, well watered by the Patea River and its tributvies; the bush contains plenty of rimu and
kahikatea timber, of good sawing quality.  From the Makuri to the Mangaotuku the soil is poor, and
the country for a short distance is rather rough, being a narrow steep range, about 500 feet high.
‘The Mangiotukn Valtev for the next seven or eight miles consists partly of light bush and partly
of open fern elearings, of light but good soil; the tlats, although narrow, wre surrounded by low hilly,
about 300 feet high, with easy side slopes, covered with tawa and other light bush, casily cleared.
For some distance now, the valley is covered alternately with kahikatea bush and swampy patches of
srub: the hills on both sides being still fow, and covered with lighe bush and serub. ~The valley
cradwdly closes i, and becomes near the source of the strearn a ere swampy gully 5 the hills also
inercase in height from 300 feet to nbont 600 {ect, with steep side slopes; so that here the dividing
range hetween the Manguotuku and the Makahn is a succession of razor-back ridges, covered with
black birch.  Crossing by a Jow pass to the Makahu the country nnproves, and continues good for
wome miles down the Makahu and up the Pohukura; the flats, althongh narrow, are covered with
Pash, which contains plenty of kahikatea and some rimu fit for sawing ; the soil is good.  Towards the
heawd of the Pohnkura the conntry beeomes rough, with high bush ranges on both sides, with steep
side slopes and gullies, ending in papa-rock cliffs.  "T’his country continues for some miles to the Wanga-
momon River, @ branch of the Wanganui, when the country again improves.  The Wangminoinona
Vadlev is narrow, the soil is good on the flats, covered partly by manuka and other serub, and partly
hy bush, which contains good vin, fit for snwing.  IFrom the head of the Wangamouiona to Tahora-
||;u'u:( the country is broken, consisting of ]})\.\,‘ hills, covered with tawa and other light bush, and in
sote parts manuka and other seruly; the soil is not good.  L'rom Tuhoraparon to the Targarakau the
sotl is bued, and the country rough, consisting of razor-back black-birch ranges, divided by narrow
deep gallies, with steep sides and papa-rock cliffs. The country continues bl up the Tangarakau
Liver s cond s, however, plentiful Tiere, and similar to that now being obtained at Mokwu.  Laving
the Tangurakau, and crossing over Lo the Lo, the country hmproves, and continues good up the
Ohura River; but of this portion of the country you have a full report by Mr. A. Rawson.

I have, &ec.,
MonrcAN CARKEEK,
I. Humphries, Esq., Chief Surveyor, New Plymouth. Authorized Surveyor,

By Autlority : (irorak Dipssuny, Government Printer, Wellington,—1884,
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