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Sess. II.—1884.
NEW ZEALAND.

PROPOSED CONTRACT FOR CONVEYANCE OF MAILS BY
DIRECT STEAMERS.

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Hzxcellency.

Terus and Conprrions of proposed Contracf between the Postmaster-General
of New Zealand and the New Zealand Shipping Company (Limited) for
Conveyance of Mails between Plymouth and New Zealand by the Com-
pany’s Direct Steamers.

ArticnEs of AGREEMENT made and entered into this day of , 1884, between the
Honourable Sir Jurrus VoeEL, the Postmaster-General of the Colony of New Zealand, appointed
under the provisions of ¢“The Post Office Act, 1881,” and acting for and on behalf of the
Government of the said colony, of the one part, and TrE NEw Zrparayp Smpring CoMPANY
(LamrTeD), of Christchurch, in the said colony (hereinalter referred to as «“the company ™), of
the other part: Witness that, for the considerations herein set forth, the company doth, for
itself, its successors .and assigns, hereby covenant with the said Postmaster-General and his
successors ; and the said Postmaster-General, on behalf of himself and his successors and of
the Government of the said colony, doth hereby covenant with the company and its successors,
in manner following, that 1s to say,—

1. Ix the construction of these presents the following words and expressions shall, unless incon-

sistent with the context, have the meanings hereby assigned to them :(—

“ Postmaster-General 7 means the Postmaster-General for the time being of the Colony of
New Zealand, and includes also any member of the Executive Council of the colony
acting for and on behalf of the Postmaster-General :

« Company’’ means the New Zealand Shipping Company (Limited), and includes its
successors and assigns :

« Mails ” includes all boxes, bags, or packets of letters, newspapers, or printed papers,
patterns, and all other articles transmissible by means of the Post Office, without
regard either to the place to which they may be addressed or to that in' which they
may have originated, and also all empty bags, empty boxes, and other stores and
articles used or to be used in carrying on the Post Office service :

“Mail " means the aggregate of mails transmitted at any one time by any of the vessels
for the time being employed in the mail service under this contract :

« Hours ” mean hours calculated according to Greenwich time :

« Master’ includes any officer for the time being having command or charge of any steam
vessel employed in performing this contract.

2. The company shall from time to time, and at all times hereafter during a period of five years
computed from the day of , 188 (unless previously terminated in pursuance of
the provision for that purpose hereinafter contained), convey all Her Majesty’s mails, and all
other mails of whatever count?y or place which the Postmaster-General shall at any time and from
time to time require the company to convey, from and to the Port of Plymouth, in England, and
either of the Ports of Auckland, Wellington, Liyttelton, or Port Chalmers, in New Zealand, and any
port or ports intermediate between Plymouth and New Zealand at which the steam-vessels hereinafter
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