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Mixes Acr 1877 AMENDMENT BILL.

Tak Gold Fields Committes, to whom was referred the above Bill, have the honour to report thas,
after careful consideration, they recommend that the Bill be allowed to proceed, with the amend-
ments as shown upon the copy of the Bill hereto attached.

10th September, 1884.

No. 100, Sess. I.—Petition of W. C. Orp and 512 Others.

Tar Gold Fields and Mines Committee, to whom this petition was referred, have the honour to
report that the charge of £1 per annum imposed on the working-men engaged or employed in
mining operations on the Thames Gold Field appears to be unjust and impolitic, and the Committee
recommend that ¢ The Gold-Mining Districts Act, 1873,” be amended, with a view to the abolition
of such charge.

12th September, 1884.

No. 118, Sess. II.—Petition of WirLiam McNergrr and 35 Others.

THE petitioners ask that a sum of money may be placed on the Estimates for continuing the Ophir
Drainage Channel.

The Gold Fields and Mines Committee, to whom this petition was referred, have the honour to
report that the continuance of the channel mentioned appears to be a desirable and necessary
work, and the Committee recommend the prayer of the petitioners to the favourable consideration
of the Government.

12th September, 1884.

Gorp Duties AsornitioNn Binn, 1884.

Tue Gold PFields Committee, to whom was referred the above Bill, have the honour to report that:
after careful consideration, they recommend that the Bill be allowed to proceed, with amendmentss
as shown upon the copy of the Bill hereto attached. ’

16th September, 1884.

Dramnage or Mines Brnr, 1884.

Tae Gold Fields Committee have instructed me to report the above Bill, with amendments, as
shown upon the copy of the Bill hereto attached; and, further, that the Government be requested
to take charge of the same. '

16th September, 1884.

No. 113, Sess. 1I.—Petition of JoaN O’BriEN and Others.

Tur petitioners pray for a refund of expenses incurred in prospecting at Nelson Creek, and law
expenses through certain action of the Warden.

I am directed to report that the petition be referred to the Government for favourable con-
sideration, with a view of granting relief to the petitioners.

19th September, 1884. -

No, 17, Sess. IT.—Petition of Auprose CrEBER and Others.

THE petitioners pray for the abolition of duty on gold.’

1 am directed to report that this petition be referred to the Government for their favourable
consideration. ‘

19th September, 1884.
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No. 151, Sess. II.—Petition of WrirriaMm MILLIREN and Otherg.

THE petitioners pray for the abolition of duty on gold.

I am directed to report that this petition be referred for the favourable consideration of the
House and Government.

19th September, 1884.

Tre MiRine CompaniEs Aor 1872 AvExDMENT BIirn, 1884.

TrE Gold Fields Committee, to whom was referred the above Bill, have the honour to report that,
after careful consideration, the Committee recommend that the Bill be allowed to proceed with the
amendments as shown upon the copy of the Bill hereto attached. :

23rd September, 1884.

No. 120, Sess. II.—Petition of Wirriam DocHERTY.

It appears that the petitioner has for many years been engaged in prospecting for metalliferous
lodes on the west coast of the Middle Island at his own charge and expense, and his labours are
highly esteemed by scientific and practical men as being of considerable public value. The peti-
tioner now asks for some assistance to enable him to open up tracks to the lodes discovered by him,
so as to reduce the cost of conveying mining materials and provisions.

The Committee, after hearing the evidence, and having given full consideration to the
cage, recommend that such assistance should be granted.

25th September, 1884.

No. 224, Sess. IL.—Petition of SimoN FRASER.
Tae Gold Fields and Mines Committes, to whom the petition was referred, have the honour to
report that the Committee are of opinion that petitioner received all the reward to which he is
entitled from the Provincial Council of Otago in 1865.
30th September, 1884.

No. 253, Sess. II.—Petition of J. W. WrigHT and Others.

Tar petltxoners pray to be relieved of the charge of £1 per annum for miners’ rights, while working
in companies’ mines, who already contribute.
The Gold Fields and Mines Committee, to whom this petition was referred have the honour to
report that the sum of £1 per annum charged on the working-men enga.ged or employed in
mining operations on the Thames Gold Field appears to be unjust and impolitic. The Committee
recommend that “ The Gold Mining Districts Act, 1873,” be amended, with a view of abolition of
such charges.
30th September, 1884.

No. 254, Sess. IT.—Petition of Winniam Fox.

Tae Gold TFields and Mines Committee, to whom this petition was referred, have the honour to
report that, in consideration of the many and valuable public services rendered by the petitioner in
the discovery of rich gold fields during the last twenty-two years, the Committee recommend that
some suitable employment be found for him in the Government service.

30th September, 1884,

No. 292, Sess. IL.—Petition of R. S. McFArRrANE and Another.
TeE Gold Fields and Mines Committee, to whom thig petition was referred, have the honour to
report that they recommend the petition be forwarded for the information and consideration of

Government.
30th September, 1884.

No. 188, Sess. IT.—Petition of PaTrick HuUNT.

Toe Gold Fields and Mines Committee, to whom the petition was referred, have the honour to

report that, in connection with this and similar cases, the Committee desire to direct the attention

of the Government to the necessity of making some provision for giving suitable employment to

those pioneer gold-miners who through early exposure are worn out and are in needy circumstances.
30th September, 1884.

No. 32, Sess. I.—Petition of Erisar RorreErsox and Others, Residents of Block XXVII.,
Thames Gold Fields.

Tre Gold Fields and Mines Committee, to whom this petition was referred have the honour g0
report that the Committee find 1 they are unable to take all the evidence they would wish without
entailing considerable expefise™in “bringing necessary witnesses from the Thames, and that the
petition be referred to.the Government, with the recommendation that the Warden be instructed to
take evidence and inquire into the merits of the case, and report thereon to the Government. The
lCor(rilmlthee would also urge upon the Government the advisability of obtaining the freehold of the
an
1st October, 1884.
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No. 69, Sess. II.—Petition of TrnoMas Smine and Others, »¢ Costello v. certain Miners of
Croninville,

TaE Gold Fields and Mines Committee, to whom this petition was referred, have the honour to
report that the Committee are of opinion that the petitioners have acted somewhat injudiciously,
but as they appear to have been pioneers of a new gold field, and could not have suspected the
negligence of the Provincial Government of Nelson in not having caused the banks of the Totara
River and its branches to be ggserved prior to the granting of Costello’s lease, in accordance with its
expressed intention in the agricultural lease regulation; section 18, of the 1ith August, 1873, the
Committee recommend that half the amount of the taxed costs of the suit which the petitioners
were compelled to pay should be refunded by the Government.
18t October, 1884.

No. 163, Sess. II.—Petition of Hont WERAHRIKO and ApaM PORTER.
TrE petitioners pray for a reward for the discovery of the Aroha Gold Field.

The Gold Fields and Mines Committee, to whom this petition was referred, have the honour to
report that the Committee are of opinion that a good claim for a reward has been established for
the discovery of the Aroha Gold Field by the late Honi Werahiko, and that such reward should be
paid to his legal representative. :

9th October, 1854.

No. 40, Sess. II.—Petition of JaMmes BeEga and Others.

TBB petitioners are residents at Kumara, Westbrook, Greenstone and the Teramakan Settlements,
and that they pray that a certain track may be widened to give them access to market, and allow
their children to attend school. :

The Gold Fields and Mines Committee, to whom this petition was referred, have the honour to
report that the Committee recommend that provision for widening the track be made out of the vote
for opening up Crown lands for settlement.

9th October, 1884.

No. 92, Sess. 1I.; and No. 18, Sess. II.—Petitions of Mavor and BureEsseEs of Kumira; and
) Witriam Morris and Others. ,

THE petitioners complain of the excessive charge made for water for sluicing purposes at the Govern-

ment water-race, and pray that the price may be reduced.

The Gold Fields and Mines Committee, to whom these petitions were referred, have the honour
to report that these petitions be referred to the Government in connection with the report adopted
in the case of Petition Né. 35, Sess. 1., John White and Others, and recommend that the price
charged for water should be reduced. ’

10th October, 1884.

No. 85, Bess. I.—Petition of Joan WrITE and Others.
Tar1s is a petition from the miners using the Kumara Sludge-Channel.

The Gold Fields and Mines Committee, to whom this petition was referred, have the honour to
report that the Committee, having heard evidence at great length, and taken the matter fully into
consideration are of opinion that it is not desirable nor practicable to continue the manangement of
the Kumara Sludge-channel and Water-race under Government authority as at present, and that
the matters referred to in the petition before the Committee are of such a nature that they ean only
be dealt with by local administration. The Committee, therefore, recommend that the sludge-
channe] and race be vested in the Westland County Council and the Kumara, Borough Counecil, and
that, failing the acceptance of such trust by either or both of such local bodies, a trust similar to
that of the Mount Ida Water-race and other public works of the same general character be
substituted for the purpose of regulating the use, working, and management of the Kumara Sludge-
channel Race, and that the disputes on which the petition i§ based should be referred to the local
body or trust for settlement; that the sludge-channel and water-race should be put in thorough
repair before being handed over to the local bodies or to a local trust; that, pending the handing
over of the sludge-channel and water-race, your Committee are of opinion that those clauses of the
new regulations which are objected to as nnworkable should be suspended.

10th October, 1884.

No. 398, Sess. II.; No. 399, Sess. II.; and No. 400, Sess. IL.—Petitions of PATRIOR NEWMAN ;
J. PowerL and Others; and Parker and Others.

Parrick NEwWMAN claims to be the pioneer of the West Coast Gold Fields, and begs for some
copsideration to be shown to him in his old age. The other petitioners are in support of his claim.
The Gold Fields and Mines Committee have the honour to report that Patrick Newman is one
of the pioneers of the West Coast Gold Fields and has undoubted claims on the colony, and his
petition is therefore referred to the Government for favourable consideration.
16th October, 1884.

No. 394, Sess. II.—Petition of WiLriam ALEXANDER HUNT.
TaE petitionet prays for rewatd Tor the discovery of the Thames Gold Field.
~ The Committee, having taken evidence in this case, indorse the report of the Gold Fields
. Committee of 1882, on the following grounds :—-
(1.) That a thorough investigation was made into the claim of the petitioner by a special Com-
mission of the Auckland Provincial Council (entitled the Gold Fields Reward Inquiry Commission)
in 1870, which Commission reported, unfavourably of petitioner’s clain ;
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(2.) And also that the Thames Gold Field had already been proclaimed before Mr. Hunt's
alleged discovery was made. :

The Committee are therefore unable to recommend that any reward be paid to the petitioner.

16th October, 1884.

No. 255, Sess. IL.—Petition of Groree Ericrsox and Others.
THE petitioners pray that the lands oceupied by them as business sites in the Orwell Creek Town-
ship may be sold to them. ‘

The Gold Fields and Mines Committee have the honour to report the Committee are of opinion
that the section of land outside the mining lease which is partially within the Orwell Creek
Township should be sold to the occupants. With regards to those sections which are within the

" boundaries which are within the leage, the Committee are of opinion that the Government should
(if the terms of the lease have not been complied with) cancel the said lease and enter thereupon,
and thereafter the sections should be sold to the occupants: Provided (1) that if the lease cannot
be cancelled, then in that case the Government be advised to come to some arrangements with the
lessees, so as to enable those persons occupying business sections to acquire the freehold of said
sections ; (2) that if, after inquiry, the Government find it inadvisable to sell the lands at Orwell
Creek, then in that case the Government be advised to make provision to have the sections leased
on the same terms as are provided for leasing the lands in the Township of Ross under clause 9 of
Appendix L of ¢ The Land Act, 1877.”

16th Qctober, 1884.

No. 187, Sess. II.—Petition of RicHARD HENRY WESSELS.

Tur Committee have the honour to report the claim of the petitioner for a further reward for the
. alleged discovery by him of a gold field at Seventeen-Mile Beach, on the west coast of the Middle
Island, having been duly considered, and evidence taken thereupon, the Committee are of opinion
that this case, having been dealt with by the Government, and.a settlement of the petitioner’s claim
accepted by himself and his authorized agent in 1881, which settlement was regarded by the Gold
Fields Committee, when referred to them in 1882, as final, should not be reopened.
16th October, 1884.

No. 486, Sess. IT.—Petition of J. P. Prescorr and 134 Others.

TuE petitioners, miners of Coromandel, pray for assistance from Government to develop the district
by boring operations or otherwise. ‘ ‘
The Committee recommend the purchase of boring machines by the Government as prayed
for in the petition.
22nd October, 1884.

No. 451, Sess. II.—Petition of Smrrre, Byrne, and Party.

TuE petitioners state they hold a prospecting claim at Mount Arthur, Collingwood. They com-
plain that a lease has been granted to another party (Arkell and party) over a portion of the ground
occupied by petitioners. They pray for relief.

The Committee find that the petitioners’ case was inquired into by the Gold Fields Committee
in 1881, which reported thereon as follows: ¢« After careful consideration of the matter the Com-
mittee are of opinion that the petitioners have established their claim, and recommend that the
Government should take the necessary steps-to uphold the petitioners’ claim.”

Under the circumstances the Committee do not consider it necessary or desirable to reopen the
case, and urge upon the Government the necessity of taking definite action in the matter.

22nd October, 1884.

No. 499, Sess. II.—Petition of Jorxn McLEaN a,ﬁd 75 Others.

PrriTioNERS state they are put to much annoyance and expense through a block of land of about
ninety acres being held by the Matakanui stationowner. Having no outlet for tailings, they pray
the Government to repurchase this piece of land, which would give employment to many miners for
years. :
The Gold Fields and Mines Committee have the honour to report as follows: Whilst fully
recognizing the desirability of obtaining the said pre-emptive section as an outlet for the discharge
of tailings, the Committee are of opinion that the terms demanded are extravagant and such ag
they cannot advise the Government to accept. The Committee, however, recommend the Govern-
ment during the recess to enter into negotiations for this land with the view of obtaining the sec-
tion by exchange or purchase on more reasonable terms. '
31st October, 1884.

No. 293, Sess. II.—Petition of Parrick K. DoxnNErLy, Thames.

PETITIONER, a miner at the Thames, alleges he bought the Crown Princess Mine, but afterwards it
was found the Wardeii had no right to authorize the sale. He sayshe hds lost £12 10s., the sum
paid for the-mine, and £300-he=has.spent upon it, besides his own time.

The Comiiitteg have the honour to report that the statements of the Warden and the peti-
tioner are so much-at variance that the Committee are unable to make any recommendation.

31st October, 1884.

By Authority ;: GEoreE DIDSBURY, Government Printer, Wellington,—1884.
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