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rapidly-increasing districts like Hastings, Makaretu, Danevirke, Makotoko, Woodville, and Wai-
pukurau. For the December quarter the average weekly number of names on the school-rolls was
4,170, and the average attendance was 3,281. Compared with the attendance returns for the year
1883, the year just closed shows an increase of nearly 15 per cent, in the number attending school,
and of nearly 17 per cent, in the average attendance. As was the case last year, the average attend-
ance has increased in a greater proportion than the number attending school. For the year the
average attendance amounted to 78-7 per cent, of the roll-number. This is 2 per cent, higher than
the average for tho colony in 1883, and exceeds that of England and Scotland by 5'7 and 2'7 per
cent, respectively, the average attendance in England being 73 per cent., and in Scotland 76 percent,
of the roll-number. During the past six years the average attendance in the schools under the Board
has increased 112'8 per cent., and the number on the school-roll 128'8 per cent. In the first three
years of the Board's work the number of children attending school increased in a greater proportion
than the average attendance, but since 1882 the average attendance shows the greater increase.
The following table gives the average weekly roll-number and the average attendance in the schools
under the Board for each quarter since March, 1878:—

Inspection Eesults.—The report of the Board's Inspector testifies to the steady progress that
is being made in the work of education in the schools throughout the district. The teachers in the
majority of the schools are doing satisfactory work, and, though the percentage of passes in the
standards is slightly lower than was the case last year, this is to be accounted for, first, by the large
increase in the school attendance which took place during the year, and, second, by the inadequacy
ofaccommodation in all the larger centres of population. Tho following table gives the number of
children who have passed the standard examination for each year since 1878:—

The simultaneous examination of Standards V. and VI., which was attempted for the first time
last year, is doing great good in promoting the thorough preparation of the children in the two
highest standards. In the early part of the year the Board passed a resolution dispensing with the
special examination for scholarships, and it was decided to grant them in future to those pupils who
stand highest in the list in Standard VI., and who are of " school age" as recognized by the Act,
Under this resolution scholarships were awarded in November last to Eose Chegwiddjen and Harry
Fannin, of the Napier District School; Alice Collinge, of the Hastings School; and Albert Lewis
and Maud Farmer, of the Gisborne School; the scholarships to be for two years, and tenable from
the beginning of January, 1885. Of those who have held scholarships under the Board, two have
distinguished themselves during^he pastyear, Harold Large passing ninth on the list in the higher-
grade Civil Service Examination, and Mary Grubb standing dux at the Napier High School for Girls.

Pupil-teachers.—The examination for pupil-teachers was held in July by the Board's Inspec-
tor, and the results will be found appended hereto in a special report on the subject. Altogether
forty-four pupil-teachers are now employed in the Board schools, forming an important branch of
the teaching staff. It has been suggested that Saturday classes shouM be formed at Napier and
Gisborne as centres for the specialtraining of the pupil-teachers in subjects like school-management,
singing, and drawing..> The Inspector of Schools is of the opinion that a scheme to include these
objects could be successfully carried out were a small grant to be made by tho Government for the
purpose of meeting necessary expenses. The candidates holding scholarships at the Wellington and
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