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Machines employed in Alluvial and Quartz-mining for the Year ending 31st March, 1886.

Present Position of Gold-mining.—The permanence of the West Coast gold-mines is an important
factor in estimating the prospects of the railways, and, like the value of the lands, it is a subject
on which there is a great diversity of opinion. There has been nothing like a large rush since 1876,
when the Kumara field was opened out. We have therefore had seven or eight years of normal
working. The foi '.owing tables show the state of the gold-mining industries on the West Coast
during that period—the last seven years :—

Yield of Gold.

Number of Miners Employed.

Value of Machinery Employed.

These tables show that, while alluvial mining is on the decline, quartz-reefing has not only-
held its own. but made a slight advance. The Mokihinui reefs appeared in thereturns for the first
time last year ; and in all probability the Owen reefs will appear next year.

Permanence of Gold-mining. — With reference to the permanence of alluvial mining, the
ordinary river-diggings are undoubtedly coming to an end; but the hydraulic workings in gravel
and cement terraces will last many years. So also will the beach workings, which afford employ-
ment to small parties all along the coast.
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