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The distribution of the children in classes according to standards is shown
in Table No. 2 (Appendix, page 2), of which Table B is a summary :—

TABLE E.—CLASSIFICATION ACCORDING TO STANDARDS AT THE EXND oF 1885.

STANDARDS, Boys. Girls. Totals. Percentage.

1885. 1884. 1883, 1882, 1881.

Too young for line next followmg oo 14,994 13,157 28,151 27-49 27-33 27-62 27-32 2545
Preparing for Standard I. .. 9,634 8,944 18,578 1814 19:19 19°10 1915 20-28
" , I .. . 8,417 8,127 16,544 1616 1614 16-21 16:12 1683

” . ITL. .. .. 8,160 7,727 15,887 1551 1551 1580 1595 17-14

" . IV, .. .. 5,760 5,038 11,398 11-13 11-15 10:94 1172 11-44

” . V... . 3,621 3,393 7,014 685 627 6:32 621 573

" . VL .. o 1,686 1,675 3,861 328 825 2:91 2:64 238
Passed Standard VI. .. . 755 719 1,474 144 1-16 110 0-89 071

Totals .. . .| 53,027 49,380 | 102,407 |100.0 1000 1000 1000 1000

The proportion of pupils above Standard IV. is slowly increasing in each of
the three classes, being 1157 per cent. at the end of 1885, as against 10°68 in
1884, and 882 in 1881 The proportions of the classes preparing for Standards
II., I11., and IV. are the same for 1885 as for 1884 ; at the same time they
show a decline since 1881 from 4541 to 42'8, corresponding to the increase in
the higher classes. The proportion of children not yet ready to pass Standard I.
is less for 1885 than for 1884, the percentages for the two years being 45:63 and
46°52, and the difference being what is required to balance the improvement in
the numbers above Standard 1V. The proportion below Standard I. (45:63) is,
however, almost as large now as it was in 1881, when it stood at 45-68.

The average age at which the several standards are passed varies consider-
ably in different dlstnots being lower in the Nelson District than anywhere else,
and highest in Southland and Auckland. As the standards were framed under a
law which makes school attendance compulsory between the ages of seven and
thirteen, the average age on passing Standard I. would naturally be eight, and
the age for Standard VI. would be thirteen, the mean being ten years and a half.
The actual mean for 1885 is 11'6 years; or, practically, the same as that for
former years (11'5). In Nelson, the passes occur about nine months after what
may be considered the normal age, and in Auckland and Southland about a year
and nine months late. About one-half of the excess of the actual over the
normal age arises at the outset of the career of the pupils, by their passing the
First Standard rather late, and the rest appears in the form of a space of more
than a year between the ages of passing the First and Second Standards respec-
tively, and a similar space at the next stage. It seems that the steps from the
Thhd Standard to the Sixth are not generally found to require more than a
year's work each. Table I' shows for each district the average age at the time
of passing each standard.

TABLE F.—AVERAGE AGE OF PUPILS AT STANDARD EXAMINATIONS.

EpucaTioN DISTICTS. Average Ages (in Years) for Standard. Mean of Ages.
i
I 1L IIL, | IV, V. VI. | 1885. | 1884. | 1883. | 1882. | 1861
Auckland 911105 | 112 128 | 141 | 157 | 122 | 121 | 122 | 124 | .,
Taranaki 87| 100 118 | 130§ 136 | 146 | 119 ) 116 | 11’1 | 11'5 | 114
Wanganui .. 86| 100 | 1009 { 121 | 184 | 140 | 11'5 | 115 | 116 | 114 | 116
Wellington .. 87| 98112 122§ 132 | 140 | 115 | 116 | .. . ..
Hawke’s Bay 871|102 | 111 | 124 | 132 | 188 | 116 | 117 | 117 | 116 | 11-8
Maxrlborough 87| 99108 | 122 | 131 | 141 | 115 | 116 | 112 | 11-2 | 114
Nelson .. 82| 954106 | 119 | 1321 137} 11-2 | 11-2 | 11-3 | 118 | 111
North Canterbury 87| 97| 112122133 140 115 | 116 | 11’9 | 119 | 11-8
South C%nterbury 84 9"; 11'% lg'l 13-3 1 189 | 116 | 112 | 110 | 11-2 .
Westlan 85| 10 11 122 | 181 | 187 | 11'5 R . . .
Grey g4 | 98| 111|122 182 | 140 | 114 }10 91183 110 | 11-2
Otago . 89| 102} 114 | 1222 | 181§ 139 | 116 | 117 | 11-5 | 119 | 120
Southland .. 96 | 109 | 122 | 180 | 140 | 147 | 124 | .. .. e | 117
Mean of thirteen returns.. 87 1000 | 11-3 | 128 | 184 | 142 | 116 | [11-5)| [11'5]| [11°5]| [11-5)
Range (difference between hlghest )
and lowest) . .o 14| 14| 16| 11| 10| 20 12| 12| 23| 14| 09
1884—
Mean of eleven returns .. 87| 99| 118§ 123 | 131 | 140 .. 115
Range (difference between hlghest
and lowest) .. 08| 11| 18¢f 10 19 11} ... 12/ ..
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