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been over three years in its service, had failed to obtain certificates of competency, and to inform
those teachers who had hitherto obtained only partial classification, as well as those who held only
a " license to teach," that, unless they succeeded in obtaining full classification at the nextexamina-
tion of teachers, their services would be dispensed with. The Board was induced to adopt this
course by the fact that it was unfair to retain the services of unclassified teachers while fully-
accredited teachers were unable to obtain employment.

School Attendance.—The following is an abstract of the attendance at the public schools
of this district from the institution of the Otago education scheme, in the year 1856, to the
present time. . At the beginning of 1878 the new Education District of Southland was created,
and thirty-seven schools were handed over to the newly-formed Board. [Table abbreviated.—
Secretary, Education Department.]

It appears from this table that, while there was an increase of only 334 in the number of
pupils attending school during the year, the increase in the average attendance was 630—afact that
indicates a slight improvement in the quality of attendance. In Dunedin there was a decline of
147 in the roll-number, and an increase in the average attendance of fourteen. This decline was,
no doubt, owing to the departure of a number of familiesfrom thecity during the course of the year.
The numberof Maori and half-caste children attending the schools in this district is shown in the
following statement: Maoris : males, 1; females, 4. Half-castes or other children of mixed race
living as members of a Native tribe : males, 6 ; females, 5. Half-castes or other children of mixed
race living among Europeans: males, 29; females, 21. Number of schools in which there were
Maori or half-caste scholars or those of mixedrace, 11.

Ages op the Pupils.—The following table shows the number and ages of the pupils that
attended the public schools in the district during the last quarter of the years 1880, 1881, 1882,
1883, 1884, and 1885 :—

Finance.—Appended hereto (see Appendix D) is an audited abstract of the income and
expenditure of the Board for the year 1885. The sum paid in teachers' salaries, inclusive of
bonuses on classification and bonuses for teaching pupil-teachers, amounted to £60,832 19s. Id.,
and the sum paid to Committees for incidental expenses was £6,076 7s. A statement of the
amounts contributed by the Board to each school for teachers' salaries and for allowances to
Committees in aid of school fund, and of the sums paid for the erection and improvement of school-
buildings, will be found in Appendix A.

Drawing Department.—The report of the head master of the drawing department will be
found in Appendix L. The classes were attended by 418 students—viz., 105 teachers and pupil-
teachers, 73 students in training, 59 students at the afternoon classes, 181 artisans and other
students in the evening—being an increase of 34 over the attendance of the preceding year. The
expenditure of the department was—salaries, £587 55.; other expenses, £23 17s. 7d.: total,
£611 2s. 7d. The sum of £142 10s, 6d. wasreceived from fees.

Pupil-teachers.—The annual examination of pupil-teachers was held on the 15th, 16th, 17th,
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