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REPORT UPON STATE EDUCATION.

TEACHERS.!

The organization in respect of teachers® is defective: although the best blood in America
is said to teach in the schools. The Americans ‘“have not in any State,” it is reported,
“devised a means of giving all the teachers of the public schools a fair measure of professional
training, so that many teachers are to be found with little scholarship and little skill in
teaching, &c.?

The last official report, however, states ““the efforts made within the past few years to
improve the teaching force of the country schools has had some degree of success. It is now
required in all the States that candidates for the service shall pass the examination for a
teacher’s certificate, or present the diploma of a normal school.* There were, according to
the more recent rcturns, 255 (127 public and 128 private) normal schools, having 1,937
instructors,” and 60,063 students.® They are spread over all the States, save Delaware,
Louisiana, Nevada, and South Carolina; but the teaching in them is not always satisfactory,’
and is frequently for too short a term.® The appliances for teaching sciences, however, are
good.? Tuition is not gratuitous in the case of all schools, or of all students at schools
where there arve gratuitous pupils; but free tuition is very general.l?

Although no teacher can receive public money unless certificated, yet the character and
conduct of the examinations of teachers do not, as a rule, scem to be satisfactory,!! nor are
certificates always wiscly granted, or appointments invariably made according to merit.'?

This is not without effect upon the teachers, for in a country where rents, and indeed
living generally, are notedly high, salaries are disproportionately low.!3 There are, however,
very handsome exceptions. For instance, in Boston (Massachusetts again) there are reported
to be at lcast 100 frce school-teachers, head-masters, who have each a salary of nearly 4,000
dollars ; and about 100 women frce school-teachers, who have each 2,800 dollars ;!* whilst in
New Yorl\ city the salaries range “from 8,000 dollals down to 400 dollars for junior female
teachers of onc year’s experience.”

“Tn the city schools, female teachers largely preponderate, composing frequently 90 per
cent. of the cntire corps of teachers. In country schools the proportion is very much smaller,
but has increased considerably in late years.”’!® The rcasons given are: “The female
character being trained by experience in family supervision to the administration of special
details whercin division of labour does not prevail to any great extent, is eminently fitted to
control and manage the education of a child while it is in a state of transition from caprice
to rationally regulated cxercise of the will; and the development of individuality is generally
more harmonious up to a certain age if the pupil is placed under female teachers. The com-
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8 See also C. rep., 1885, pp. 99-113, 388-410, and Teachers’
Institutes, p. 11. For sample course of study, sce Dr.
Philbrick, p. 197.
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