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Sec. 12. That the Commission hereby created shall have authority to inquire into the manage-
ment of the business of all common carriers subject to the provisions of this Act, and shall keep
itself informed as to the manner and method in which the same is conducted, and shall have the
right to obtain from such common carriers full and complete information necessary to enable the
Commission to perform the duties and carry out the objects for which it was created ; and for
the purposes of this Act the Commission shall have power to require the attendance and testimony
of witnesses,and the production of all books, papers, tariffs, contracts, agreements, and documents
relating to any matter under investigation; and to that end may invoke the aid of any Court of
the United States in requiring the attendance and testimony of witnesses, and the production of
books, papers, and documents under the provisions of this section.

And any of the Circuit Courts of the United States within the jurisdiction of which such
inquiry is carried on may, in case of contumacy or refusal to obey a subpoena issued to any
common carrier subject to the provisions of this Act, or other person, issue an order requiring
such common carrier or other person to appear before said Commission (and produce books and
papers, if so ordered) and give evidence touching the matter in question ; and any failure to obey
such order of the Court may be punished by such Court as a contempt thereof. The claim that
any such testimony or evidence may tend to criminate the person giving such evidence shall not
excuse such witness from testifying; but such evidence or testimony shall not be used againstsuch
personon the trial of any criminalproceeding.

Sec. 13. That any person, firm, corporation, or association, or any mercantile, agricultural, or
manufacturing society, or any body politic or municipal organizationcomplaining of anything done
or omitted to be done by any common carrier subject to the provisions of this Act, in contravention
of theprovisions thereof, may apply to the said Commission by petition, which shall briefly state
the facts, whereupon a statement of the charges thus made shall be forwardedby the Commission
to such common carrier, wdio shall be called upon to satisfy the complaint, or to answer the same
in writing within a reasonable time, to be specified by the Commission. If such common carrier,
within the time specified, shall make reparation for the injury alleged to have been done said
carrier shall be relieved of liability to the complainant only for the particular violation of law thus
complained of. If such carrier shall not satisfy the complaint within the time specified, or there
shall appear to be any reasonable ground for investigating said complaint, it shall be the duty of
the Commission to investigate the matters complained of in such manner and by such means as it
shall deem proper.

Said Commission shall, in like manner, investigate any complaint forwarded by the Eailroad
Commissioner or Eailroad Commission of any State or Territory at the request of such Commissioner
or Commission, and may institute any inquiry on its own motion in the same manner and to the
same effect as though complaint had been made.

No complaint shall at any timebe dismissed because of the absence of direct damage to the
complainant.

Sec. 14. That whenever an investigation shall be made by said Commission, it shall be
its duty to make a report in writing in respect thereto, which shall include the findings of fact upon
which the conclusions of the Commission are based, together with its recommendation as to what
reparation, if any, should be made by the common carrier to any party or parties who may be
found to have been injured ; and such findings so made shall thereafter, in all judicial proceedings,
be deemedprimafacie evidence as to each and every fact found.

All reports of investigationsmade by the Commission shall be entered of record, and a copy
thereof shall be furnished to the party who may have complained, and to any common carrier that
may have been complained of.

Sec. 15. That if in any case in which an investigation shall be made by the said Commis-
sion it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the Commission, either by the testimony of
witnessesor other evidence, that anything has been done or omitted to be done in violation of the
provisions of this Act, or of any law cognisable by said Commission, by any common carrier, [or
thatany injury or damage has been sustained by the party or parties complaining, or by other
parties aggrieved in consequenceof any such violation,it shall bo the duty of the Commission to forth-
with cause a copy of its report in respect thereto to be delivered to such common carrier, together
with a notice to said common carrier to cease and desist from such violation, or to make reparation
for the injury so found to have been done, or both, within a reasonable time, to be specified by the
Commission ; and if within the time specified it shall be made to appear to the Commission that
such common carrier has ceasedfrom such violation of law, and has made reparation for the injury
found to have been done in compliance with the report and notice of the Commission, or to the
satisfaction of theparty complaining, a statement to that effect shall be entered of record by the
Commission, and the said common carrier shall thereupon be relieved from any further liability or
penalty for such particular violation of law.

Sec. 16. That whenever any common carrier, as defined in and subject to the provisions of
this Act, shall violate, or refuse, or neglect to obey any lawfulorderorrequirement of the Commission
in this Act named, it shall be the duty of the Commission, and lawful for any company or person
interested in such order |or requirement, to apply, in a summary way, by petition, to the Circuit
Court of the United States sitting in equity in the judicial district in which the common carrier
complained of has its principal office, or in which the violation or disobedienceof such order or
requirement shall happen, alleging such violation or disobedience, as the case may be ; and the said
Court shall have power to hear and determine the matter, on such short notice to the common
carrier complained of as the Court shall deem reasonable; and such notice may be served
on such common carrier, his or its officers, agents or servants, in such manner as the Court
shall direct; and said Court shall proceed to hear and determine the matter speedily as a Court
of_ Equity, and without the formal pleadings and proceedings applicable to ordinary
suits in Equity, but in such manner as to do justice in the premises ; and to this end such
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