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attendance so ascertainedshall beknown as the strict average. But, in order that the capitation
allowance may not be unduly affected by bad weather, epidemics, or any unusual occurrence, a
second computation shall be made by throwing out of account every morning and every afternoon
on which the attendances have numbered less than one-half of the number of pupils belonging to
the school, and by throwing out of account the attendances also of every such morning and every
such afternoon; and the capitation payments to Boards under " The Education Act, 1877," shall
be made according to the average daily attendance as ascertained by this second computation,
which average daily attendance shall be known as the working average.

The daily attendance for the year, estimated according to the " working
average," is 87,937, and for the fourth quarter 89,589. The corresponding
numbers for 1886 were 83,405 and 85,343, the respective increases for the year
being therefore 4,532 and 4,246. The estimates for the year were based upon
the expectation of a" working average " of 87,500, which has been exceeded by
437. There were 110,919 pupils on the rolls at the end of the year, or more by
4,591 than at the end of 1886. The mean (111,115) of the four quarterly averages
of the weekly-roll numbers is greater by 196 than the roll number at the end of
the year. The total of the numbers on the rolls of the several schools on the
several days of inspection was 107,911, which is less by 2,992 than the roll num-
number at the end of the year, and greater by 1,583 than the roll number in
December, 1886.

The strict average for the whole year is 85,637 (less than the " working
average" by 2,300). and for the fourth quarter 87,386 (less than the " working
average "by 2,203). The increase for the year in the strict average is 4,900, and
for'the fourth quarter 4,025.

The saving for the present year (1888) by the substitution of the strict
average for the working average may be estimated at about £9,000—on 2,400pupils
at the capitation rate of £3 15s. prescribed by the Education Act. A further
saving is effected by the abolition of the additional capitation allowance of ss.
formerly granted for incidental expenses. During part of last year (from May
onwards) a capitation allowance of 4s. only was paid, and in December the allow-
ance ceased altogether. But, as compared with expenditure on this head at the
rate current at the beginning of 1887, the present rate is less by ss. Assuming
that the strict average will be 88,500, and considering that if the " working
average" were still recognised this number would be increased to probably
91,000, the saving at ss. each is ,£22,750. Taking into account these two sums,
and £8,000 saved by the withdrawal of the grant for the training of teachers,
the present annual reduction amounts to £39,750.

The varying rates of increase of attendance since the Colonial Government
assumed the control of public instruction can be ascertained from Table A.

TABLE A.—School Attendance for Ten Years.

The most important statistics of attendance for the year are exhibited in
Table B.
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