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who have since then been excluded from the Board schools. As shown by the latest attendance
returns, there are now over 5,500 children under instruction, and these are scattered over a district
for travelling purposes nearly twice the extent of that which had to be traversed in 1878. Notwith-
standing the heavy additional work which has been annually thrown upon me by the wonderful
increase in the school population of the district, I am pleased to report that every school has been
visited at least once duringthe year, and with a single exception every school was examined in the
work of the standards before the midsummer holidays began. The exception was the small sub-
sidised school at Mohaka ; and the work at this school would have been finished had not exceedingly
bad weather prevented me from reaching it in my overland journeyfrom Poverty Bay to theWairoa.
My examination of the schools, together with the examination of the pupil-teachers, and the special
examination of the children in Standards V. and VI. in the month of November, could not have
been finished so early had not the plan been adopted of examining papers, and reporting upon the
condition of each school, on the same day or days during which the examination took place. My
report and the examination results were posted to the Education Office, and duplicate copies were
at once made out and sent to each School Committee concerned. I have to compliment those at the
office upon the manner in which their portion of the work was carried out.

Changes in Dates op Examination.—ln order to lessen the press of work which becomes so
great towards the close of the school year, it has been found necessary to alter somewhat my old
examination arrangements, and I have intimated to a number of the smaller schools my intention
of examining them for results in the earlier months of the year, during the period whichhas hitherto
been set aside by me for visits of inspection only.

The number of pupils who were entered on the examination schedules as belonging to the
schools at the date of my examinations was 5,221, of whom 3,350, or a little over 64 per cent, of
the whole, were presented in standards. The corresponding numbers for the year 1886 were—on
the roll, 4,788; presented in standards, 3,113. The following table contains full information as to
the numbers presented, examined, excepted, failed, and passed in each standard, in accordance with
the departmentalregulations. The average age of the pupils for each standard is also given.

Incebase in Pebsbntations in Higher Standards.—The increase in the school attendance
and in the number of presentations for the year may be regarded as satisfactory; but one of the
most encouraging features in connection with the school work is to be found in the increasing
number of those who remain for examination above Standard 11. I have watched with special
interest the increase in the number of standard children in this direction, because to me it is a
sure sign that the district schools are gaining ground in public estimation. In the year 1880
there were in the whole district only 198 children, or 12'7 per cent, of those examinedfor that year,
presented in a standard higher than the third, whilst last year 843 pupils, or 25'5 per cent, of those
presented in standards, were above the third. But this increase in the number of children in the
higher standards is even more satisfactory in another respect, inasmuch as it shows better than
any other data that the average duration of the school life of the children throughout the district
is showing signs of improvement, though even now the average school life of the children is very
much lower than I think it should be. Nothing has surprised mo more, when dealing with school
returns, than the remarkable fluctuations that take place in the school attendance in the course of
a single year. Taking the year under notice as an example, I find that the schools opened in the
month of January with a roll number amounting to 4,857 pupils. In the course of the year 3,390
new names were enrolled, making altogether 8,247 children as belonging to the schools for the year,
and at the date of sending in the December returns only 5,462 names remained on the school roll.
What has become of the 2,784 children who aro shown to have left during the year, and were they
children from the preparatory classes, or were they the standard children who were withdrawnfrom
school ? No doubt many of the " lefts " had only attended school for a short time, but the evidence
is only too clear that a large proportion of the children who are annually withdrawnfrom the schools
is made up from the children in the lower standards, and who are far from having received even a
fair amount of training. To make this point clear the following facts will suffice : Since the close
of 1883 this district has increased its school population by 2,000children. Inthatyear 532 children
were presented for examination in the Second Standard. Had those children remained at school
they would have been presented in Standard 111. in 1884, in Standard IV. in 1885, and last year
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