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No. 14.—Copy of a Memorandum by the Hon. Mr. Fox on Mr. Henry Clarke's Reports of

29th and 30th September on the Condition of the Ngaitahu Tribe, and Pledges
given to them on the extinction of their tltle to their lands in the southern
Provinces.

Till the month of November, 1863, the Imperial Government reserved to itself the management
and control of Native affairs, and the sole responsibility for their administration. At that date,
the colony accepted such responsibility in the terms of the Duke of Newcastle's despatch of April,
1863, and took upon itself the obligations of the Imperial Government towards the Natives. The
Colonial Secretary who took office at that period lost no time in despatching to the Middle Island
an experienced and able officer of the Native Department, Mr. Henry Clarke, with special instruc-
tions to inquire into the condition of the Natives in the Otago Province, and to ascertain what
pledges had been made to them on the sale of their land to the Government many years ago, and
how far these pledges had been fulfilled. The Colonial Secretary had previously had his attention
directed to the subject, but had never been able to get specific information upon it. So soon,
however, as theColonial Secretary assumed this function of administering Native affairs, he felt that
he was bound to take immediate steps towards redeeming the unfulfilled pledges given on behalf
of the Imperial Government so many years before, and which had been allowed to remain so long
a dead letter.

Circumstances prevented Mr. Clarke reporting till the Ministry had placed their resignations in
the Governor's hands. After thatevent, it would have been wrong to have taken action in a matter
of great consequence, involving, at least, one important appointment, and plans requiring large
expenditure. The matters must therefore stand over till the formation of a new Government, but
the Colonial Secretary places on record his opinion as to what ought to be done, and ventures to
express a hope that steps will be taken at an early date to redeem the unfulfilled pledges of the
Imperial Government referred to.

The first step which the Colonial Secretary would have taken, had it fallen to him to act on
Mr. Clarke's report, would have been to appoint a Commissioner for the Canterbury and Otago
Provinces, to reside in one of them, and, subject to instructions from the Colonial Government,
to administer all Native affairs there. He would, in consequence of the extent of territory, though
it is but sparsely inhabited by Natives, require at least one Resident Magistrate, an interpreter,
clerk, and perhaps other officers to assist him. An officer of the Nativo Department already well
acquainted with the Ngaitahu Tribe would have been offered the Commissionership.

The first duty of the Commissioner after his appointment shouldbe to devise and recommend
the specific plans by means of which the Government should advance the civilisation and social
progress of the Ngaitahu, in the manner in which the representatives of the Imperial Government
contracted with them that it should be done when they bought and took possession of that portion
of the Middle Island which now forms the Provinces of Otago and Canterbury. Considering the
great length of time during which faith has failed to be kept with the Natives, they are entitled to
a very large amount of arrears, and the Government should propose to the Assembly no niggard
vote for the purpose. Since the pledges were given, a whole generation has run to seed without
receiving the benefit of that culture which was promised. No reparation can be made now for this
neglect, but it should be remembered when action is taken, and it should prevent any murmur
at the appropriation of what might under other circumstances appear too large an appropriation
of the public money to a small remnant of a tribe which once owned three-fourths of the Middle
Island.

A question for the Legislature arises in connection with the subject in a financial point of
view. The Commissioner who extinguished the Native title on the part of the Imperial Govern-
ment to the greater part of the districts referred to has expressly stated that the pledges given
were the main consideration for the sale of the land. It seems only just that therecipients of the
land should bear the burden of the fulfilment of the pledges for which it was sold, and that, either
by legislation or otherwise, the cost of carrying out the plans referred to ought to be made a charge
on the provinces which have been formed out of Ngaitahu territory.

15th November, 18C4. W. Fox.

No. 15.—A Report by Mr. H. T. Clarke, R.M., on the Condition of the Natives in the
Southern Provinces.

Sir,— Auckland, 29th September, 1864.
In compliance with that portion of your instructions requiring me to inquire into the con-

dition of the Natives of the southern provinces, I have the honour to report shortly the result of
my observations and inquiries.

I much regret that it is not in my power to give any very flattering account of the Kaitahu
Tribes. I have visited some of their kaikas and conversed with some of their principal men, and
I can only say that, as a rule, they are in a most unsatisfactory condition. Taking them asa people,
they are the most inert and listless Iever met. Whether this arises from the frequent use of ardent
spirits, to which the Natives are much addicted (the law for preventing the supply of spirits to
Natives being in these provinces a dead letter) or to the almost total neglect of their welfare by
the Government, lam not prepared to say ; perhaps to both: certain it is, however, there is a very
marked contrast in these tribes and the tribes occupying the North Island.

In discussions with those Natives in the northern Island who have shown a disposition to
question the advantage to themselves of a largeEuropean population, the state of these Natives has
frequently been held up as a proof to the contrary. They have been described as a people con-
tented and happy, living in the midst of plenty, and enjoying the benefits of civilisation. If
Aparima, which abuts on the Township of Riverton, may be taken as a sample I am bound in truth
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