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1888.
NEW ZEALAND.

GREYMOUTH HARBOULR BOARD AND HARBOUR WORKS

(CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE).

Returne to an Order of the House of Representatives, dated 22nd May, 1888.

Ordered, ¢ That there be laid before this House copies of all con:espondence between the Government and the
Greymouth Harbour Board as to the removal of the members of the Board, and the appombment of new niembers in
their stead; also copies of all reports received by the Government from the Engineer-in-Chief and any other
Govcmment officer as to the manner in which the harbour works were being carried out by the Greymouth Harbour
Board.”—(Mr. GUINNESS.) .

The Hon. the Mintster for Pubric Worgks to the CHAlRMAN, Greywouth Harbour Board.

Sip,— Public Works Office, Wellington, 6th March, 1888,

I have the honour to inform you that the Government having carefully considered the
question brought forward in Parliament last session as to the desirability of taking over the con-
struction of the harbour works at Greymouth and Westport from the Boards, and carrying same on
under direct Governmment supervision, the Cabinet has come to the conclusion that, all things
considered, it would be plefuablc that the works should be carried on by Government.

It has therefore been decided to take over the works at once, and as a, Board is necessary under
the existing Act, and also desirable as a Board of Trust in order to conserve the funds for the work
ag distinet from any other funds over which the Government has got control, it has been decided to
appoint a Board of Government officers, who will, however, act merely formally under the instruc-
tions of the Public Works Department.

Ireeling sure that the members of the present Board will be willing to assist the Government
in carrying out what they believe to be for the best interests of the Iocmhty and the colony at large,
I have now, therefore, the honour to request that the present Board will aid the Governinent in
carrying out then‘ proposals by placing their resignations in the hands of the Minister of Marine.

While making this request that the members of the Board should send in their resignations, I
would wish at the same time to convey to the Board my thanks for the services which they have
rendered to the colony while acting on its behalf. .

I have, &c.,
Epwin MITCHELSON,
The Chairman, Greymouth Harbour Board. Minister for Public Works.

The Hon. the Mixisrer for PusrLic Works to the Cuarrman, Greymouth Harbour Board.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 20th March, 1888.
WinL you please send definite reply by wire to-day as to whether or not Board will vesign ? or, if

not possible to reply finally to-day, please say when final reply will be sent.
G. F. Ricmarpson,
The Chairman, Harbour Board, Greymouth. Minister for Pablic Works.

The Cuaaramay, Greywmouth Harbour Boara, to the Hon. the MinisTERr for Pusrnic Works.
{Lelegram.) Greymouth, 20th March, 1888.
HaviNe never received any intimation that Government wished Board to vesign, I await further

information to lay before the Board before replying to your question.
Ricaarp NANcaARnrOW,
The Hon. the Minister Public Works, Wellington. Chairman, Harbour Board.

The Hon. the Minister for Pusric Works to the Cmarrman, Greymouth Harbour Board.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 21st March, 1888.
T'rom the Greymouth telegrams in this morning’s paper it would appear that you had not yeb
received letter of 6th instant, to which my yestelday 5 telegram referred, and I therefore now wire
you copy of the same as follows : ¢ Public” Works Office, Wellington, 6th Mairch, 1888.—8ir,—1
have the honour to inform you that the Government having carefully considered the question
brought forward in Parliament last session as to the desirability of taking over the construction of
the harbour works at Greymouth and Westport from the Boards, and carrying same on under direct
Government supervision, the Cabinet has come to the concluswn that, all things considered, it
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would be preferable that the works should be carried on by the Government. It has therefore
been decided to take over the works at once; and, as a Board is necessary under the existing Act,
and also desirable as a Board of Trust, in order to conserve the funds for this work as distinet from
any other funds over which the Government has got control, it has been decided to appoint a Board
of Government officers, who will, however, act merely formally under the instructions of the Publie
Works Department. Feeling sure that the members of the present Board will be willing to assist
the Giovernment in carrying out what they believe to be for thé best interests of the locality and
the colony at large, I have therefore now the honour to request that the present Board will aid the
Government in carrying out their proposals, by placing their resignations in the hands of the
Minister of Marine. While making this request that the members of the Board would send in their
resignations, I would wish at the same time to convey to the Board my thanks for the services
which they have rendered to the colony whilst acting on its behalf.”
T have, &e.,
G. T. Ricuarpson,

The Chairman, Harbour Board, Greymouth. Minister for Public Works.
The Cuaremay, Greymouth Harbour Board, to the Hon. G. F. Ricuarpson.
(Telegram.) Greymouth, 21st March, 1888.
Owixe to absence of members, BDoard cannot consider Government request re resignation before

Monday night. RICHARD NANCARROW,
The Hon. G. I. Richardson, Wellington. Chairman, Harbour Board.

The Hon. the Mixmgrer for Pusric Works to the CHamrmaw, Greymouth, Harbour Board.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 22nd March, 1888.
I wourp be much obliged if you will let me have reply as to resignation of Board to-day, if possible,
or at latest to-morrow. I very much regret delay in carriage of letter, and having consequently to
press for reply with probably inconvenient haste ; but there are reasons why it is necessary that
new arrangernents should come into operation at both Westport and Greymouth before the end of
the present month, and hence cause for urgency.
The Chairman, Harbour Board, Greymouth. : E. Mrrcesnson.

The Hon. the MwisTER for Punnic Works to the CHarrMAN, Greymouth Harbour Board.
‘Telegram.) Wellington, 22nd March, 1888.
PresuaiNg that yonr Board decides to resign, I find since writing you on the 6th instant that the
more regular way for wembers of Board to resign would be in terms of section thirty-eight of the
Harbours Act, seventy-eight, that is to say, that the members of the Board should send in their
resignations addressed to the Chairman, and that the Chairman, as a member of the Board, should
then send in his resignation, also addressed to the Chairman, and if you will have this done I would

be obliged. .
The Chairman, Greymouth Harbour Board. E. MiTcHELSON.

The SrcreTiry, Greymouth Harbour Board, to the Hon. the Mixisrer for Pubrnic WoRks.

(Telegram.) Greymouth, 22nd March, 1888,
I am directed by the Chairman to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of to-day. Letter of
sixth of March only arrived this morning. Chairman regrets that it is impossible to get a meeting

of the Board before Monday next. F. W. Lanmany,
The Hon. the Minister for Public Works, Wellington. Secretary, Harbour Board.
The SeEcrETARY, Greymouth Harbour Board, to the MiNisTER having charge of the MARINE
DEPARTMENT.
Hon. Minister of Marine, Wellington. Greymouth, 27th March, 1888.

T aum directed by the Chairman to transmit to you the following resolution passed by the Board at
its meeting last night ; also to inform you that Mr. Petrie handed in his resignation to the Chair-
man : ““That the Board, after careful consideration of the important communication made to
it by the Government asking the Board to resign in a body, does not see its way to acquiesce,
for the following reasons: Firstly, the Greymouth Harbour Board Act, and wunder which
the Board was created, is a separate measure, and distinct and apart from the Westport
Harbour Act. Secondly, that the individual appointments of members of the Board are made
by His Excellency the Governor on the advice of His Txcellency’s advisers, vide section 4,
< Greymouth Harbour Act, 1884 ;" the same power to remove any individual member rests with the
Governor, it is presumed on the advice of His Excellency’s advisers; and it is only reasonable to
expect that strong grounds must exist before such an extreme step would be advised. Thirdly,
by the Board passing a resolution to resign in a body it would, as it were, be doing that which,
under clause 13 of the Greymouth Harbour Act, Parliament alone has the power—namely, declaring
the works to be colonial works, and might be construed as recommending Parliament to dissolve
the Board, and that the Board admitted maladministration or incompetency, or, on the other hand,
that the Board desire local control and administration, together with the district’s valuable endow-
ments, to be taken away.” ' F. W. Laamany,
Secretary, Harbour Board.

The AssisTant SECRETARY, Marine Department, to the SecreTary, Greymouth Harbour Board.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 27th March, 1888,
MixisTER directs me to inform you that Governor in Council has removed all the members of
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Greymouthh Harbour Board from their seats, except Mr. Petrie, who, I understand, has resigned.
New members have been appointed, and I will advise you of their names later.
Lrwis H. B. WiLson,
The Secretary, Greymouth Harbour Board, Greymouth. Assistant Secretary, Marine.

The Agsistant SrenETaRY, Marine Department, to Davier Smrrpy, Esq., Greymouth.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 27th March, 1888.
Apverrmn: to previous correspondence, I am directed by the Minister having charge of Marine
Departinent to inform you that he regrets that he has felt compelled to advise His Excellency the
Governor in Council to remove you from your position as member of the Greymouth Harbour Board,
and that His Excellency has been pleased to do so this day.

Lewis H. B, WrLsox,

Daniel Sheedy, Tsq., Greymouth. Assistant Secretary, Marine.

[Similar telegrams sent same date to Arthur Robert Guinness, Hsq., M.H.R., Greymouth;
James Kevr, Iisq., Greymouth; the Hon. Henry H. Lahmann, M.I.C., Greymouth; Richard
Nanecarrow, Iisq., Greymouth; Richard John Seddon, Esq., M.H.R., Kumara.]

The Assisra¥T SECRETARY, Marine Department, to James Kerr, Esq., Greymouth.
SiR,— Marine Department, Wellington, 27th March, 1888.
Adverting to previous correspondence, I have the honour, by direction of the Minister
having charge of this department, to inform you that he regrets that he has felt compelled to advise
His Excelleney the Governor in Council to remove you from your position as a member of the
Greywouth Harbour Board, and that His Kxcellency has been pleased to do so this day.
I have, &c.,
Lewrs H. B. Wrnson,
Janes Kerr, Iisq., Greymouth. Assistant Secretary.
[Similar letbers sent same date to the Hon. Henry H. Lahmann, M.L.C., Greymouth ; Richard
Nancarrow, lsq., Greymouth; Richard John Seddon, Esq., M.H.R., Kumara; Arthur Robert
Guinness, Iisq., M.H.R., Greymouth ; Daniel Sheedy, Esq., Greymouth.]

The AssisTaNT SECRETARY, Marine Department, to the SecrETarYy, Greymouth Harbour Board.

(Telegram.) ‘Wellington, 28th March, 1888.
Re my telegram of yesterday. Minister directs me to inform you that Governor in Council has
appointed I'rancis Willlam Martin, District Ingineer; Jackson Keddell, Resident Magistrate ;
William Stone, District Manager of Railways; James Garland Woon, Collector of Customs; Hugh
Calders, Postmaster ; and William Alfred Barton, Clerk to Court, all of Greymouth, and John
Alexander Wilson, Assistant Engineer, of Westport, to be members of Greymouth Harbour Board,
in place of Richard Nancarrow, James Kerr, the Hon. Henry H. Lahmann, Richard John Seddon,
Daniel Sheedy, Joseph Petrie, and Arthur Robert Guinness respectively.
Lewis H. B, Wrnsox,

Secretary, Greymouth Harbour Board, Greymouth. Agsistant Secretary, Marine.
The Assistane SucerkETARY, Mavine Department, to F. W. Marmiv, Esq., District Engineer,
Greymouth,

(Telegram.) Wellington, 28th March, 1888.
Mintster directs me to inform you that Governor in Council has appointed you a member of the

Westport and Greymouth Harbour Boards. Lewis H. B. WiLsox,

Assistant Secretary, Marine.
Francis W. Martin, BEsq., Distriet Engineer, Greymouth. :
[Similar telegram sent same date to John Alexander Wilson, Esq., Assistant Engineer, West-

port.]

The AssisTaxt SpcreTary, Marine Department, to Wrnnianm AnFrED BarTow, Bsq.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 28th March, 1888.
MinisTER directs me to inform you that Governor in Council has appointed you a member of
Greymouth Harbour Board.

William Alfred Barton, Ilsq., Lewis H. B, Wrrsox,

Clerk to Court, Greymouth. Assistant Secretary, Marine.

[Similar telegrams sent same date to William Stone, Esq., Railway Manager, Greymouth ;
Jackson Keddell, Esq., Resident Magistrate, Greymouth ; Hugh Calders, Isq., Postmaster, Grey-
mouth ; James G. Woon, Hsq., Collector of Customs, Greymouth.]

The AssisTaNT SECRETARY, Marine Department, to the Scrmrary, Greymouth Harbowr Board:

Sir,— Marine Department, Wellington, 28th March, 1888.
Adverting to my telegram of yesterday’s date, I have the honour, by direction of the
Minister having charge of this department, to inform you that His Excellency the Governor in
Council has been pleased to appoint Francis William Martin, District Engineer ; Jackson Keddell,
Resident Magistrate; Willlam Stone, District Manager of Railways; James Garland Woon,
Collector of Customs; Hugh Calders, Postmaster ; and William Alfred Barton, Clerk to Court, all
of Greymouth, and John Alexander Wilson, Assistant Iingineer of Westport, to be members of the
Greymouth Harbour Board, in place of Richard Nancarrow, James Kerr, the Hon. Henry H.
Lahmann, Richard John Seddon, Daniel Sheedy, and Arthur Robert Guinness, who have been
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removed from their position as members of the Board, and Joseph Petrie, resigned; and that a
notification of these appointments and removals will appear in the next number of the New Zealand
Guazette. I have, &c.,
Lewrs H. B. WiLson,
The Secretary, Greymouth Harbour Board, Greymouth. Assistant Secretary.

The AssisTANT SrcrrETARY, Marine Department, to F. W. Marrv, Bsq., District BEngineer,
Greymouth.
Sm,— Marine Department, Wellington, 28th March, 1888.

I have the honour, by direction of the Minister having charge of this department, to inform
you that His Excellency the Governor in Counecil has been pleased to appoint you to be a member
of the Westport and Greymouth Harbour Boards, in place of James Colvin and Richard Nancarrow,
who have been removed from their positions as members of those Boards respectively; and that
notifications of these appointments will appear in the next nL}n}llber of& the New Zealand Gazetle.

ave, &c.,

Trancis William Martin, Esq., Lewis H. ]3 ‘WiLsox,
District Engineer, Public Works Office, Greymouth. Assistant Secretary.

The AssisTaxt SpereTany, Marine Department, to JacksoN KEppELL, Esq., Resident Magistrate,
Greymouth.
Sir,— Marine Departinent, Wellington, 28th March, 1858,

T have the honour, by direction of the Minister having charge of this department, to inform
vou that His Excellency the Governor in Council has been pleased to appoint you to be & member
of the Greymouth Harbour Board, in place of James Kerr, who has been removed from his
position as a member of the Board ; and that a notification of your appointment will appear in the

next nuinber of the New Zealand Gazetie. I have, &c.,
Jackson Keddell, 1sq., Lewis H. B. WiLsovw,
Resident Magistrate, Greymonth, Assistant Secretary.

[Similar letters sent same date to William Stone, I8sq., District Manager of Railways, Grey-
mouth, appointed in place of the Hon. H. H. Lahmann ; James Garland Woon, Esq., Collector of
Customs, Greymouth, appointed in place of Richard John Seddon; Hugh Calders, KEsq., Post-
master, Greymouth, appointed in place of Daniel Sheedy; William Alfred Barton, Esq., Clerk to
the Court, Greymouth, appointed in place of Joseph Petrie, resigned.]

The AssisTant Seormrany, Marine Department, to J. A, Winsox, Esq., Assistant Engineer,
Westport.
B, — Marine Department, Wellington, 28th March, 1888.

T have the honour, by direction of the Minister having charge of this departinent, to inform
you that His Excellency the Governor in Council has been pleased to appoint you to be a member
of the Greymouth Idarbour Board, in place of Arthur Robert Guinness, who has been removed from
his position as a member of that Board, and also to be a member of the Westport Harbour Board, in
place of John TFennell, who has been removed from his position as a member of the Board ; and that
a notification of these appointments will appsar in ths next number of the New Zealand Gazette.

I have, &c.,

John Alexander Wilson, Esq., Liewis H. B. WiLson,
Assistant Engineer, Public Works Office, Westport. Assistant Secretary.

The EncGINEER-IN-CHIEF to the Hon. the MinistEr for Pusric Works.

(Memorandum.) Public Works Office, 3rd March, 1888.
Re Groymouth Harbour Works, and the question raised as to whether they have been carried out
in accordance with Sir John Coode’s plans. :

I entered into a full consideratior of this question with the Harbour Board’s Engineer, Mr.
‘W. H. Scott, who showed me all the progress plans of the different works, and also a letter which
had been written and published in one of the local papers, the writer of which made certain state-
ments capable of being proved or disproved by absolute measurements. On the appearance of this
letter, Mr. Scott wrote to the Harbour Board drawing attention to it, and explaining that the writer
was in error, and that the works were in fact being carried out according to the approved plans.
This explanation, however, did not satisfy the writer of the letter, who awaited my arrival in Grey-
mouth, and during the progress of my inquiry called on me personally to urge the correctness of his
statements and the incorrectness of Mr. Scott’s explanations. His first reference was to the main
or south breakwater, alleging that it was being constructed too high out of water, and quoting a
portion of Sir John Coode’s report to verify his statement. The quotation is as follows, viz., ¢ Sea-
ward of this point, 1,800ft., the works would partake of the characrer of a pierre perdue breakwater,
running in the same direction for a length of 1,200ft.” In reading the quotation he did not use the
words ““ pierre perdue,” but substituted the word ¢ submerged,” and, on my asserting my opinion
that no such word as ¢ submerged ” occurred in Sir John’s report, he replied that that was the
meaning of the words ““pierre perdue,” in his opinion. I explained that, whatever these words
actually and originally meant, they now were applied to masses of stone thrown down at random,
not necessarily all under water, as the term might imply; and a reference to another portion of Sir
John’s report showed distinctly what he meant, his words being, ¢ the south breakwater, it must be
remembered, being well above high water of the highest tides.” As a matter of fact, this portion of
the breakwater is being constructed about 5{t. above highest tides, and it may be subject to a little
settlement from time to time. The next reference was to the outer end of the north breakwater,
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which was asserted to be fully 10ft. higher than either the plans or the report of Sir John Coode
would justify, as I would undoubtedly discover if T measured or observed it carefully. Having gone
carefully over both the plans and the works with My, Scott, I was for some time at a loss to account
for the alleged discrepancy, but at length discovered the meaning of the assertion. 8ir John Coode’s
report was again quoted ; it yuns as follows, viz., “ North Breakwater. . . . 650ft. of which
would be formed as” a rubble end-tip, the remainder of this breakwater, 630ft., would be rubble
deposited from a staging in the same mauner as the outermost part of the corresponding work on
the south side, excepting that in this, as in the case of the north training bank, the top should
terminate at the level of high water of neap tides.” This was interpreted by the writer of the letter
to mean that, at the end of the 650ft. formed as arubble end-tip about 104ft. above high-water neap-
tides, the work should suddenly and at once drop down to high-water line neap-tides, whereas the
plans show that it is not so intended to drop down suddenly, but by a gradual slope of 1 in 30, and
according to this plan the works are being carried out.

Taking, therefore, the report alone as a guide, there is ground for the assertion that some part
of the north breakwater is being built 10ft. too high; but, taking the report and the illustrative
plans together, there is no foundation for the assertion. I feel it satisfactory that I have been able
to elear up these reports as to the mannerin which the works were being carried ous.

The Hon. the Minister for Public Works. JoBN BLACKETT.

P.S.——Attached is a tracing showing works as actually constructed, 28th February, 1888,
M.D. 1398.

[Approximate Cost of Paper.~TPreparation, nil; printing (1,375 copies), £3 3s.]

By Authority : GBorGE DIivsBURY, Government Printer, Wellington.—1888.
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