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I shouldendeavour to leave in a few months' time—say, about March, 1889. It will take up
the most of the intervening time to properly transfer the different classes of work to the depart-
ments which will have future charge of them under the proposed dismemberment of the Public
Works Department, and to make the necessary private arrangements for my departure.

I have, &c,
The Hon. the Minister for Public Works. John Blackett.

No. 3.
The Hon, the Minister for Public Works to John Blackett, Esq., M.lnst.C.E.

Sir,— Wellington, 15th March, 1889.
Eeferring to my letter of the 29th September last, offering you the appointment of Con-

sulting Engineer to the Government in England, and to your reply of the Bth October, accepting
the same, I have now the honour to inform you that His Excellency the Governorhas been pleased
to appoint you to the position of Consulting Engineer for the Colony accordingly, as from the 31st
March instant, at a salary of £800 per annum.

This engagement, as you have suggested, will be terminable by not less than six months'
notice on either side, and if determined by the Government before the 31st March, 1891, the
passages of yourself and your family back to New Zealand shall, if you so desire, be paid by the
Government.

In addition to the passages of yourself and Mrs. Blackett and your two daughters, which
Government has agreed to pay for, an allowance of £100 will be made to you to cover all other
expenses incidental to the removal of your residence from Wellington to London.

While in England a travelling-allowance in terms of the regulations at present in force on the
subject (vide New Zealand Gazette of the 27th January, 1888)—except that the rate in your case
will be £1 Is. per diem instead of 12s. 6d.—will be granted to you to cover your personal expenses
when travelling on the business of the Government.

The Agent-General has been instructed to arrange for the payment of your salary from the
31st March instant, and also for the payment of the £100 above mentioned on your arrival in
England, and of the travelling-allowance herein provided for from time to time as it accrues.

A warrant of appointment in usual form, signed by His Excellency the Governor, is forwarded
to you enclosed herewith. I have, &c,

Edwin Mitchblson,
John Blackett, Esq., M.lnst.C.E. Minister for Public Works.

Enclosure.
William Fbancis Deummond Jeevois, Governor, to John Blackett, Esq., M.lnst.C.E.

In pursuance of the power and authority vested in me by " The Public Works Act, 1882," and of
every other power and authority enabling me in this behalf, I do hereby appoint you, the said
John Blackett, to fill the office of Consulting Engineer for the Colony of New Zealand in England,
to hold the said office during pleasure as from the 31st day of March instant. And Ido hereby
require you to enter upon and discharge the duties of the said office in person, except only in case
of sickness or other incapacity, or upon leave of absence first duly granted.

Given under the hand of His Excellency Sir William Francis Drummond Jervois,
Lieutenant-General in Her Majesty's Army, Knight Grand Cross of the Most
Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St. George, Companion of the Most
Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over
Her Majesty's Colony of New Zealand and its Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral
of the same, and issued under the Seal of the said Colony, at the Government
House at Wellington, this sixteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and eighty-nine.
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