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Standard I. than was the case a few years ago. The Inspector speaks hopefully of the work done
during the year, and, although there are wide differences in the standard results between the good
and poor schools, the average is satisfactory. The number of standard passes for the year shows a
marked increase, and, what is of perhaps more importance, the increase is chiefly in the higher
standards. The progress made in the class and additional subjects is not so apparent, although
in some schools excellent work appears to have been done. Due attention also continues to be
paid to the improvement of the schools in tone, manners, and discipline. The table appended to
the Inspector's report contains an interesting summary of the results for each school for the past
year, under the heads of " Standard Eesults," "Manners," " Discipline," &c. The standard passes
for the year will be found in the following table, which contains the examination results for each
year since 1878: —

Although the total presentations in standards for the year were only six in excess of those
for 1888, the passes show an increase of 306 compared with those for that year. The increase is
general through the standards, but is more marked in Standard 11. and upwards, where the effects
of a good Standard I. a c shown by the large proportion of pupils who pass on to a higher standard.
In the year 1888 there were 1,132 presentations in Standard 1., whilst last year the presentations
fell to 1,009, which shows that the demand for thoroughness in the elementary work is having its
full effect upon the teaching in the lower departments. The synchronous examination of the pupils
in Standards V. and VI. took place in November. As usual, supervisors were appointed for each
school where there were pupils to be examined. On the results of Standard VI. scholarships are
awarded, and the competition for them has become exceedingly keen between the different schools.
Attention was called last year to the growing efficiency of the country schools, and the remarks
then1 made have been more than sustained by the results of the past year. Gisbome and Napier
formerly carried off all the prizes offered by the Board, but strong competitors are now found at the
Waipawa, Hastings, Port Ahuriri, Woodville, Havelock, Waipukurau, Ormondville, and Te Arai
Schools, from each of which successful pupils were sent in for examination in November, and
several other schools are promising equally good results.

Scholarships.—ln addition to the ordinary scholarships, which are limited to the amount
of the capitation allowance received from the Government, the School Commissioners, out of
the funds available from secondary reserves, have offered fifteen scholarships for competition to
the pupils of the old provincial district, thirteen being non-resident scholarships, and limited to
Napier and the surrounding district within a radius of fourteen miles, the other two being resi-
dent scholarships, and limited to pupils in the provincial district who are outside of the fifteen-
milesradius. These scholarships, when they are in full working, will be tenable for two years ;
but, being the first year of issue, seven were granted for two years and six for one year, so that in
1890 and in each succeeding year at least six Commissioners' scholarships will be open for com-
petition, in addition to those ordinarily granted by the Board. On the Inspector's recommenda-
tion, it has been decided to discontinue the synchronous examinations, and for the future Standards
V. and VI. will be examined at the same time as the other standard pupils. The scholarship
examination will be held in December, at the same time as for pupil-teachers, and new regulations
will shortly be submitted to the Minister, containing the rules, such as the Board may consider to
be necessary. Two scholarships have also been instituted by the Caledonian Society, but they are
offered for competition to pupils who have passed Standard IV. The same society offered a gold
medal to the pupil who gained the highest marks in the scholarship examination, without limit as
to school, and the prize was carried off by Hedley Thomson, of the Gisbome School.

Gisbobne District High School.—Under regulations duly approved by the Minister this
school was constituted a district high school at the beginning of 1888. That year the pupils num-
bered thirteen, whilst last year there were twenty-nine attending. The fees amounted to
£199 165., which, added to the annual subsidy of £150 given by the Board of Governors of the Gis-
borne High School, who have no school of their own, provided an income more than sufficient for
the maintenance of the school.; In December those pupils who had not entered for the matricula-
tion examination were examined by the Inspector, who was assisted by three other"gentlemen, and
the results-were reported as being on the whole very satisfactory. Of the six pupils who entered
for the matriculation examination, five passed the requirements — a result which reflects the
highest credit upon the soundness of the teaching at this school. It might be further mentioned
as one of the rules of the school that no pupil is permitted to take up the " secondary sub-
jects " unless Standard VI. has been passed.
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