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The value of free water given to the miners from this race last year amounted to £96 10s. 4d.,
as against £183 10s. for the former year; and the average number of men employed in claims
worked with water from this supply has been ninety-one. The approximate quantity of gold
obtained from these claims is about 2,6030z., representing a value of £9,891 8s. This will make the
average earnings of those employed, after deducting the value of the sales of water, to be £95 1s. 3d.
a man per annum, or about £1 16s. 7d. per week, which is 9s. 6d. a week less than the average wages
for the former year. The cost of constructing this work has been £118,762 11s. 8d., and, taking the
profit on the working last year, it pays about +% per cent. on the capital invested.

Kumarsa WATER-RACE.

This is the only one of the Government water-races that is worked that gives a fair profit for
the outlay on its construction ; but the sludge-channel in connection with it has been so costly to
maintain that the profits have been curtailed to a large extent. The whole of the water-race is in
good repair ; the fluming, as it gets decayed, is being replaced with iron and steel piping, which is
not only less costly to maintain, but by removing the fluming where it was originally constructed,
and laying the piping on the worked-out ground, it allows a much larger area of the field to be
worked. The manager estimates that the ground which the new deviations of the race has liberated
will take from ten to twelve years to work out.

One of the large deviations is being constructed by Palmer, Pascoe, and party, who have taken
a tunnel through the terrace from the Larrikins’ side of the hill to the Dillman’s side, where there
is about & chains of ditching; the water is then taken in three lengths of steel pipes 80in. in
diameter. This will do away with 20 chaing of the original water-race, which was constructed on
ground that was driven out in the early days of the field, and has been a continual source of trouble
by the ground caving in from the surface. A subsidy of £900 in water is to be given these parties
towards the cost of constructing the deviation—which will be equal to about one-third of the cost—
on condition that the pipes are the property of the Government. The original race was constructed
over the ground which these parties have taken up, and it was only by constructing this deviation
that they could work the ground.

Another line of pipes 30in. in diameter is being laid down for about 154 chains in length, to
do away with a flume which would have to be removed on the lower water-race coming through
Dillmanstown, and from the end of the pipe-line the water is conveyed in a ditch which has
recently been widened to a carrying-capacity of thirty heads of water, so as to supply water to
work the claims on the lower end of the field.

A new water-race has been constructed along the side of the Kapitea Hill, above Larrikins’,
to supply water to work the claims at the upper end of the flat. This race is capable of carrying
about forty sluice-heads of water. The cosi of this work, when fully completed, will be about £500.
A by-wash is constructed from this race into Dawson Creek, which flows through the Long
Tunnel Company’s claim; but the manager obtained a permit from the chairman of directors of
the Long Tunnel to use the creek as a by-wash. A by-wash has also been constructed near the
tank in Dunedin Flat, which is capable of carrying twenty sluice-heads of water, and the one from
the siphon of the high-level race has been repaired so as to carry thirty heads, and the by-wash
at Blake’s old saw-mill is being repaired to carry forty heads. The whole of the water that is
used in the sludge-channel and water-race can now be turned off at a few minutes’ notice if
required.

The following table will show the value of the sales of water, the cash received, the expenditure
on maintenance, the outstanding moneys at the end of each month, the number of men employed,
and the approximate quantity of gold obtained from claims worked with water from the race, and
the value of same for the year ending the 81st March last:—
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It will be seen from the foregoing statement that the value of the sales of water amounts to
£3,5650 4s. 8k, and the value of water given towards the construction of the channel-deviation
£1,492 2s. 10d., making a total of £5,042 7s. 64., as against £6,716 6s. 10d. for the year previous;
but it has to be borne in mind that the breakage in the sludge-channel last year diminished the
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