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Queensland relative to the offer of the Bastern Hxtension and China Telegraph Company at the
Berlin Conference to assist duplication by laying a cable from the Roper River to Normanton at its
own expense, &c., which the Victorian, South Australian, and New South Wales representatives at
the Conference recommnded for acceptance, provided Queensland, Tasmania, and, if possible, New
Zealand joined in the subsidy to the Port Darwin cable.

The- Executive Council of Queensland considered these matters on the 10th September, 1885,
and decided to reply that it was considered undesirable to acquiesce in any of the proposals now
made.

On the 27th January, 1886, Mr. Pender wired an offer to reduce the cable charges by 2s. 3d.
per word, making, with South Australia’s reduction, 2s. 6d. per word, provided the non-contracting
colonies joined in the subsidy and in extendingit for six and a quarter years, at the same time repeat-
ing the company’s offer to lay the Roper River-Normanton cable at a cost of £70,000, to connect
Queensland and South Australia under a traffic arrangement with the two colonies. He sub-
sequently, on the 4th of February, 1886, informed the Agents-General that his company would un-
conditionally reduce the cable rates by 1s. 4d. per word from the 1st July, 1886, and make a further
reduction of 1s. 4d. per word conditionally upon the extension of the term of the subsidy, and upon
the non-contributing colonies joining in it.

On the 2nd March, 1886, Queensland replied as follows to the proposal : ¢ This Government
does not think the proposed reduction in rates by any means adequate, having regard to the length
of time for which the subsidy is asked. But, apart from the question of rates, this Government is
not disposed to join in any subsidy which will tend to have the effect of discouraging the establish-
ment of another independent line of telegraphic communication between Australia and Europe.”

On the 22nd June, 1886, the chairman of the cable company offered, as the proposal to extend
the subsidy, &e., had been declined, to lower the rates to any figure the colonies might fix, down to
limit of out-payment, if the colonjes would guarantee the average receipts over the cables for the
previous three years. On the 15th July, 1886, he was informed, in reply, that his proposal for a
guarantee could not be entertained. .

At the Sydney Postal Conference in 1888 Queensland again declined to join in the subsidy, or
in any guarantee to the existing cable company, on the grounds that it would prevent her from
subsidising or joining in the subsidy to any independent line of cable-communication.

At the Postal Conference in Adelaide, in May, 1890, Queensland again declined to join in the
subsidy or guarantee for the same reason.

No. 14.—Statement showing the Distribution of the Amount to be guaranteed by the Aus-
tralian Colonies under the Proposed Tariff. (Laid before the Conference by the Hon.
D. O’Connor.) '

Popula- without | . With With With With | With With with |, With
Colon: tion, Inerease Increase | Increase | Increase | Increase | Increase | Increase | Increase of 1924
y. 1888 10 Traffic of 10 per | of 20 per | of 25 per | of 33 per | of 50 per | of 75 per | of 100 per or
Basis. | Cent. Cent. Cent. Cent, Cent. Cent. Cent. o
esal £sa e£sal £ sal e sal £ sal £sal 25 alsea
Viectoria ... ... [1,000,860.19,546 14 4/17,975 19 716,405 4 1015,619 11 714,310 14 711,602 8 9| 7,765 6 0| 3,838 9 2| 6810 3 -
New South Wales ... |1,085,740{19,454 16 317,801 9 316,328 2 215,546 2 914,243 8 11|11,687 9 4; 7,728 15 10 3,820 8 3| 68 3 10
Neow Zealand ... ... | 607,380/10,883 6 7/10,008 15 3] 9,134 4 0 8,696 15 1 7,968 0 16,510 3 7432312 1| 2137 311} 38 211
Queensland ...| 3887,463| 6,942 15 0 6,384 16 10| 5,826 18 9| 5,547 17 7| 5,082 19 10| 4,153 0 2/ 2,758 2 9| 1,863 7 5/ 24 6 8
South Australia ...| 818,308 5,703 11 11| 5245 5 4] 4,786 18 9| 4,557 13 8| 4,175 15 5| 3,411 15 5| 2,265 17 3 1,120 0 9| 19 19 10
Tasmania ... | 146,149} 2,618 15 4] 2408 6 7| 2,197 17 10| 2,092 12 7| 1,917 5 7j 1,566 9 10| 1,040 7 1| 514 5 2 9 3 7
West Australia 42,137) 755 0 7 694, 7 2| 63313 8 603 6 9 55215 7] 4511211 29919 O] 148 5 4| 21211
3,678,046/65,905 0 0[60,609 0 055,313 0 052,664 0 0}48,251 0 0[39,423 0 0/26,182 0 0\12,942 0 0/231 0 0

No. 15—Report on the Probable Result to the Australasian Colonies of the Adoption of a
Universal Rate of 1d. per Half-ounce for Inland and Intercolonial Postage. (Laid before
the Conference by the Hon. John Gavan Duffy.)

MemoraNDUM,.—Owing to the limited information available, the probable result to the various
Australasian Colonies of the adoption of a universal rate of 1d. per half-ounce for inland and
intercolonial letters can only be ascertained approximately. Where possible, the value of stamps
sold at the inland and intercolonial rates has been compared with the postage on the number of
letters stated to have been despatched, and where there has been any considerable difference the
mean has been taken. The probable immediate increase has been taken at 30 per cent. as the
maximum in all cases.
VIcTORIA.

Rates.—Inland, 1d. per half-ounce; intercolonial, 2d. per half-ounce; present value of inter-

colonial postage, £25,000 ; probable loss, £8,750.

NEw Sourn WALES.
Rates.—City and surburban, 1d. per half-ounce ; country or inland, 2d. per half-ounce; inter-
colonial, 2d. per half-ounce.

Inland.—Value of stamps and envelopes, at 2d. ... £219,631
Less intercolonial ... £20,000
for duty stamps on receipt e 24,000

—— 44,000

" 175,531

Less half for reduced rates - . 87,765

87,765

Add 30 per cent. increase . ... = 26,320

Loss on inland penny postage ... ... £61,437
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