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THE HON. DR. POLLENS PENSION

(FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO).

[In continuation of I.-11c., 1886, and 1.-9a., Sess. IL., 1891.]

Presented to both Houses of the Gemeral Assembly by leave.

No. 1.

Sessron IT., 1891. T1.-9a.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE (REPORTS OF) ON THE ARREARS OF THE HON. Dz, POLLEN’S
PENSION.

Brought up 4th and 10th September, 1891, and ordered to be printed.

The papers relating to the retiring-allowance of the Hon. Dr. Pollen having been referred to
the Public Accounts Committee, with a request that the Committee will take into their considera-
tion and report upon the Hon. Dr. Pollen’s claim for payment of retiring-allowance for the period
from the 8rd July, 1878, to the 30th October, 1876, the Committee have the honour to report as
follows :-—

The Hon. Dr. Pollen in 1873 had the right to retire on an annual pension. Instead of retiring
he took office on the 3rd July, 1873, as Minister of the Crown, and ceased to draw the salary
attached to his Civil Service offices, the duties of which, howeve1 he continued to perform. In
consequence of the passing in 1876 of the Dlsquahﬁcatlon Act, the Hon. Dr. Pollen, on the 30th
October in that year, resigned his offices in the Civil Service, but continued Minister till 1877. The
Hon. Dr. Pollen then claimed his pension, which after some time was fixed at £418 15s. per
annum, calculated from the date at which he resigned his office in the Civil Service., He now
claims that his peusion should date from the time when he became entitled in 1873.

In the circumstances, and following the precedent in the Hon. W. Gisborne’s case, the Public
Accounts Committee recommend that the Hon. Dr. Pollen be paid the equivalent of the time from
the 3rd July, 1873, to the 30th October, 1876, being £1,389 0s. 5d.

4th September, 1891. ALFRED SAUNDERS, Chairman.

The House having been pleased to refer back the report of this Committee on the claim of the
Hon. Dr. Pollen for reconsideration, your Committee have again given the subject their most
careful attention. It is probable that the report referred back dealt too briefly with a subject
which has caused much disputation and has engaged the attention of several previous Public
Accounts Committees; but your Committee found, on investigation, that, freed from political bias,
the conclusion they came to appeared so clear, and was arrived a with such unanimity, that your
Committee did not consider that an exhaustive report was necessary.

Even now your Committee do not think any good purpose would be served by dealing minutely
with the various stages of the claim; but the following parliamentary papers on the subject may
be noted for reference viz.: B.-17, 1880 I.-5,1881; Legislative Council Journals, No. 13, Sess. II.,
1884; Report of Public Petitions (T. 110) 1886. In particular, your Committee did not, and do
not now propose to, deal with the calculations by which the exact amount of the annual pension
was arrived at. It was adjusted after considerable disputation, but, having been fixed more than
eleven years ago, it appeared to your Committee that no good purpose would be served by reopening
the subject after the lapse of several Parliaments and the recognition of many Ministries.

Your Committee directed their attention, and have again given their consideration, to what. they
took, and again take, to be the real question—viz., whether the Hon. Dr. Pollen has a claim to
the payment of arrears of pension for the period between the date when he ceased to draw the
salaries on which the pension was based and the date from which that pension was paid—a pemod
of over three years.

In 1873 the Hon. Dr. Pollen attained an age and had completed a period of service which
entitled him to retire on a pension. On the 3rd July of that year he accepted, with Ministerial
rank, a seat.in the Legislative Council, of which he had been previously a member. It would have
been competent for him to have previously had his pension fixed; and if that had been done he
would, without doubt, have been entitled to draw his pension, qulte irrespective of any salary he
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