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INTRODUCTION.
Special thanks are due to many official persons in England who rendered every possible aid to the
writer, by introducing him to the best schools of every district and supplying him with copious
information.

PRELIMINARY NOTE.
Object of the Mission and ofthe Report.—No single work hitherto published can give an exact

idea of thepresent state of " professional " education * (Venseigneinent professionel) inEngland, which
during the past few years has advanced with gigantic strides. The English themselves make no effort to
direct attention to the progress which is giving them an advantage in the commercial struggle with
foreigners, and indeed they say that in thismattertheyare all behind. It wouldbe agreat mistake to be-
lieve them ! Of course it is possible that they consider that not enough has been done. That there are
Englishmen whodo not regard with such disdain their own institutions of " professional " education is
proved by asentence in thereport (1895) of the Secondary Education Commission : " Technical and
manual instruction has been createdand has assumed, especially in certain localities, what may in cer-
tainrespects seem to berather large proportions." With such circumlocutions and with such timidity
do the English confess to a fact of wnich they would willingly make their boast, were they not
afraid of being too speedily imitated by other nations. The sequel will show that an almost un-
heard of development has taken place in a remarkably short time

Definition of " Professional " Education, dc.—At present no precise definition exists. In Eng-
land, even more than in Belgium, the limits which separate " professional" education from the
other parts of public instruction have been left vague. The term " technical education "is used in
England to denote both "professional" education and certain related branches. As a Belgian,
the writer at first thought that "professional " education must mean that instruction which con-
stitutes a special preparation for active employment in manual " professions," trades, and business.
But it is almost impossible to make a sharp distinction between "industrial" and "professional"
education, and, consequently, they are in a somewhat confused way combined under one manage-
ment, as is the case in Belgium, where some of the " professional" schools are really " industrial,"
and others, though called " industrial," have classes that are really "professional." In general, and
loosely, it may be said that " industrial " education is moretheoretical, and " professional " education
more practical. Technical education in the English sense may be divided into three stages, the
elementary being such as is given in the " professional " schools of Belgium, the secondary such as
belongs to its " industrial" schools, and the superior such as is provided by its schools of "arts and
manufactures, schools of mines, schools of civil engineering, and universities.

*In the translation the words " professionel" and " industriel " have been sometimes rendered by their apparentequivalents—" professional" and " industrial "—with the inverted commas. It is necessary toadvise the reader tha,t" professional " and " industrial " as thus used relate respectively to " trades " and " manufacturer,"
I—E. Id.
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