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Registered Letters.
The number of registered articles dealt with in 1896, compared with the numbers in 1885, 1890,

and 1895, is shown below:—

Inland Mail-services.
The number of contracts for inland mails in operation in 1896 was 723, as compared with 707

in 1895.
The length of inland postal routes by road (counted one way only) was miles, and the

total number of miles travelled 1,893,428, at an average cost of 344d. per mile. In 1895 the
respective mileages were 8,255J and 1,860,816, and the average cost 3'47d.

Ordinary trains with mails travelled 2,512,881 miles, as against 2,396,533 in 1895.
The estimated sum payable to the Bailway Department for the conveyance of mails by

ordinary trains was £29,849 55., being an average of 2'Bsd. per mile.
The following mail-services were established during the year:—

Auckland—
Weekly : Awhitu Central-Manukau Heads ; Coromandel-Whangapoua-Kuaotunu ;

Ormsby's Farm (Pirongia-Te Eau-a-Moa Eoad)-Kakepuku ; Pirongia-Te Eau-a-
Moa; Eangiahua-Umawera-Mangamuka; steamer landing and post-office-
Te Kao; Waimamaku-Wekaweka.

Christchurch—
Twice daily : Christchurch-Blandville (by trainj.
Daily : Christchurch-Bromley ; Christchurch-Upper Eiccarton.
Thrice weekly : Southbridge-Little Eakaia.
Weekly : Cheviot-Port Eobinson; Cheviot-Spotswood.

Dunedin—
Daily: Kaihiku Post-office and Eailway-station; Miller's Flat Post-office and Coach

Eoad.
Greymouth—

Daily: Eeefton-Black's Point-Crushington (Eeefton-Black's Point not previously
subsidised).

Thrice weekly : Mawheraiti Post-office and Eailway-station.
Hokitika—

Weekly : Hokitika-Koiterangi.
Invercargill—

Twice weekly : Otara-Haldane.
Weekly : Te Anau-Glade House (re-established, Ist November-31st December, 1896).

Napier—
Daily : Napier-Spit (delivery of letters from Spit instead of Napier).
Weekly : Dannevirke-Mangatoro Valley.

Nelson—
Weekly : Collingwood-Bainham ; Collingwood-Parkeston ; Sherry Eiver-Wangapeka.

New Plymouth—
Weekly: Toko-Huiroa.

Oamaru—
Daily: Borton's (railway siding)-Kokoamu ; Waitaki South Post-office and Eail-

way-station.
Weekly : Omarama-Lake Pukaki (new service, extending Kurow-Omarama service).
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