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Registered Letters.
The number of registered articles dealt with in 1897, compared with the numbers in 1890,

1895,and 1896, is shown below:—

Inland Mail-services.
Inland mail-communication throughout the colony has been well maintained, the only stoppage

of consequence being the result of the lamentable floods in the Hawke's Bay District of the 16th
April, 1897. The Town of Napier was for a time cut offfrom the surrounding districts, owing to the
washing-away of roads and bridges in all directions. Efforts were at once made to restore the
mail-services, and by the 19th through communication with Wellington was effected by means of
coaches, railway-trollies, &c.

Mail-sorting cars of a new and improved pattern have been placed on the express trains
between Christchurch and Invercargill. The new cars, which are much larger than the old ones,
have materially facilitated the work of the travelling post-offices, and lessened the arduous duties
of the sorting-clerks on the trains.

On the opening of the through train-service between Wellington and Napier by way of the
Wairarapa on the 13thDecember last a travelling post-office was established between Wellington
and Pahiatua on the Government line, and the mail-van from Napier, which previously ran to
Palmerston North, was diverted at Woodville to meet that from Wellington at Pahiatua, where the
express trains to which the vans are attached cross. This travelling post-office on the through
line has proved of great advantage to the service in accelerating the delivery of correspondence,
and reducing the number of small mails formerly made up at country offices on the line of route.
The travelling post-office on the Wellington-Wanganui-New Plymouth line has, of course, not
been interfered with.

The number of contracts for inland mails in operation in 1897 was 750, as compared with 723
in 1896.

The length of inland postal routes byroad (counted one way only) was 9,112 miles, and the
total number of miles travelled 2,049,001, at an average cost of 3-35d. per mile. In 1896 the
respective mileages were 8,683J and 1,893,428, and the average cost 3'44d. per mile.

Ordinary trains with mails travelled 2,641,053 miles, as against 2,512,881 in 1896.
The sum payable to theEailway Department for the conveyance of mails by ordinary trains was

at the rate of £30,126 13s. per annum. The payment for 1896-97 was at therate of £29,928 10s.
The following mail-services were established during the year:—

Auckland—
As required : Cabbage Bay Post-office-Steamers.
Daily : Northcote Post-office-Wharf (giving Northcote second daily mail).
Thrice weekly: Eiverhead Post-office-Wharf; Pukekohe-Patumahoe-Mauku.
Twice weekly: Whangarei-Whareora-Kiripaka (twice weekly)-Ngunguru (once

weekly).
Weekly : Clevedon-Maraetai; Kaihu-Mangatu; Galatea-Te Whaiti; Kaeo-Otoroa;

Mangawai-Hakaru-Kaiwaka (giving two last-mentioned places second weekly
mail) ; Okupu-Whangaparapara; Putaruru-Lichfield (taking place discontinued
railway service); Tairua-Hikuai; Tairua-Ohui; Te Kuiti-Paemako ; Tauhoa-
Port Albert (giving Port Albert twice-weekly mail); Whakapara-Puhipuhi.

Blenheim —
As required : Havelock Post-office and Wharf; Picton Post-office and Wharf.
Thrice weekly : Blenheim-Haveloek.
Twice weekly : Kaikoura Eoad-Blind River.
Weekly: Blenheim-Lower Awatere-Awatere-Molesworth (giving Awatere twice-

weekly service); Blenheim-Robin Hood Bay-Ocean Bay-Port Underwood.
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