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4. 'T'o inquire whether those engaged in gum-digging on Crown lands hold
licenses therefor, and as to what payments are made for the use
and occupation of the said Crown lands :

5. To advise as to the best and most effectual means to conserve the
interests of the colony and the well-being of those engaged in the
gum industry.

And for the better enabling you to carry these presents into effect you are
hereby authorised and empowered to make and conduct any inquiry hereunder,
at such places in the Provincial District of Auckland as you deem expedient;
and also to call before you and examine on oath or otherwise, as may be allowed
by law, such persons as you think capable of affording you any information in
the premisses; and also to call for and examine all such books, documents,
papers, or records as you think likely to afford you any information in the
premisses; and generally to inquire therein by all lawful ways and means
whatsoever. And, using all diligence, you are required to report to me, under
your hands and seals, your opinion resulting from the inquiry hereby directed in
respect of the several matters investigated by you under these presents, not
later than the 1st February, 1898, or such extended date as may hereafter be
appointed in that behalf. And it is hereby declared that these presents are
subject to the provisions of “ The Commissioners’ Powers Act, 1867,” and its
amendments; and also that these presents and your powers and functions as
Commissioners hereunder shall continue in full force notwithstanding that the
inquiry hereby directed may be interrupted from time to time by adjournment.

In witness whereof I have hereto set my hand, and caused these
presents to be issued under the seal of the said colony, at Wel-
lington, this 27th day of December, 1897.

(L.8.) RANFURLY.
Issued in Executive Council.
J. F. AxpREWS,
Acting-Clerk of the Executive Council.
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