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WEeDNESDAY, 141 APRIL, 1869.
Present :—Mr. Hart. ,
2 roods, J. Curling, de., Naprter—School.

Mr. Catehpool, being duly sworn, states : My name is Edward Catchpool. T reside at Napier,
and am a retired Officer of Customs. I am one of the Trustees named in the grant referred to,
comprising sections numbered 136 and 137 on the plan of the Town of Napier : the Trustees named
therein are still the Trustees of the land. Subsequent to the date of grant there was a schoolroom
erected on the land, which was burnt down in the fire which consumed Ferrers’ Hotel and other
buildings in the neighbourhood. On the 4th day of November, 1863, a meeting was held of the
subscribers to the Napier school, pursuant to advertisement in the Hawke's Bay Herald, at which
his Honour the Superintendent presided, and at which it was proposed, seconded, and carried
unanimously, “ That it was the opinion of the meeting that the sections held in trust for the Napier
school should be leased, and thai, in order to obtain the full market value of -the land, the same
should be put up to public auction in suitable blocks ; and it was further resolved that the Trustees
be requested to take measures for carrying out the foregoing resolution, and to prepare such condi-
tions of lease as may be necessary to prevent the land from being used for unsuitable purposes or
from being sub-let without consent of the Trustees, and also to fix suitable reserve rates as the
minimum rate of each allotment; and the said Trustees be requested to hold such rents as may
accrue therefrom for such educational purposes as may be resolved upon at a future meeting of
subseribers.”  The paper writing 1 produced marked A is signed by Donald McLean, the chairman
of that meeting. There was a subsequent meeting of subscribers convened by advertisement, at
which certain resolutions were passed for the establishment of a school in Napier, and the applica-
tion for one year of a part of the funds accruing from the estate. The Trustees thereupon took the
advice of a solicitor, acting upon which they have taken no steps towards the establishment of a
school. At an adjourned meeting of the subsecribers, an arrangement was entered into for leaving,
the papers in the hands of the Judge of the Supreme Court (Mr. Justice Johnston), to devise a
scheme consistent with the powers of the Trustees for the establishment of a school or schools in
Napier. Copies of all papers connected with the trust, or such original papers, were forwarded to
his Honour Mr. Justice Johnston about a year and a half ago, but no decision has been communi-
cated to the Trustees. Pursuant to the resolution of the meeting first referred to, every part of the
property was offered for leasing to public competition, and 42 feet fronting Hastings Street and next
Tennyson Street, was leased to Thomas Kennedy Newton and James Irvine for a term of twenty-one
years, at a rental of £90 6s. per annum, such term commencing on 2nd January, 1864 : 30 feet next
adjoining was also leased to the same parties for a term of twenty-one years, commencing 12th
February, 1864, at a rental of £34 10s. per apnum. After several further attempts at letting by
the same means, the 60 feet of frontage to. Hastings Street remaining was let to Andrew H. Blake -
for a term of twenty-one years, commencing 14th December, 1866, at a rental of £78 per annum ;
and at the same time thirty-three feet fronting Tennyson Street was let to Messrs Newton and Irvine
for a term of twenty-one years at £33 per annum. The total rental is £235 16s. I receive the
rents. No appropriation has been made of the funds to the support of any school; they have been
permitted to accumulate. On account of the accumulations there is invested on mortgage, at an
interest of 10 per cent. per annum, sums amounting to £410, and there is a balance in the Bank of
New Zealand amounting to £447 1s. The greater part of the money had been previously deposited
in the Savings Bank, but, pending the decision of his Honour the Judge as to the appropriation of
the funds, the Trustees considered they could employ the moneys more profitably. No charges
have been made for the collection. I will send a memorandum of the expenses that have been
incurred by the Trustees since the resolution referred to. The building originally on the land was
for a time insured at the expense of Mr. Newton, but the school funds proving insufficient to bear
the expense of the insurance, it was discontinued previous to the fire. The Trustees have since, out
of the rents, repaid Mr Newton his outlay for insurance. In consequence of a communication
from Mr. Justice Johnston to Mr. James Anderson, through whom the papers were forwarded to
his Hononr, and of circulars addressed by Mr. Anderson to the subscribers of the school fund, a
great majority of the subscribers forwarded letters expressing their opinions with respect to the
mode of appropriating the funds arising from the property. Those lettiers, with a synoptical schedule
of them, were handed to Mr. Justice Johnston at the time the other papers were delivered.

Total amount expended by Trustees of Napier School Trust, up to the present date, from the Rents
received by them from the several Lessees on Allotments of Town Sections Nos. 136 and 137
of the Town of Napier :—

1864. Vouchers,. £ s d £ s 4

Jan. 2. To V. Janisch, auctioneer, for commission and charges on

allotments offered for lease by public auction, including )
rinting conditions of sale and costs of advertising ... No. 1. 10 2 9
Feb. 12. To V. Janisch ditto. ditto. -5 9 6
Also for amount paid by him to Mr. Fitzgerald, sur-
veyor, for marking out boundaries of allotments on
town sections as above e No. 2. 412 6
1865. ' _— 102 0

May 13. To Jas. Wood for stationery, and for advertising sundry -

meetings of subscribers and trustees

May 81. To V. Janisch, commission and charges on allotments

offered for lease, including advertisements in news-
papers. No sales effected. (See memo.) .. No. 4. 710 6

No. 8. 312 9
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