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districts has a steady increase of the roll-numbers been maintained: these
districts are Taranaki, Wanganui, Wellington, and Hawke's Bay. Auckland
began the year with a largely increased roll-number, but the number
admitted during the year was 699 less than during 1897, and the year 1898
ended with a smaller number on the roll than in the December previous. The
decrease in Otago was 433 at the beginning of the year, and at the end of the
year it had reached 603, or nearly 3 per cent, of the roll-number. Marlborough
lost 59, or nearly 3 per cent, of its roll-number, and W'estland lost 85, or nearly
6 per cent. In the other districts the decrease of the roll-number was not so
large. Such facts seem to correspond to a certain amount of migration from
other districts of the colony into the four districts named at the beginningof this
paragraph.

Independently of the increased number of Maoris in the Native schools,
there is again a slight increase in the number of Maoris attending the ordinary
public schools, except in the case of half-castes living among Europeans.

Table No. 1 (Appendix, p. 1) shows the roll-numbers arranged as to age and
sex, and Table C presents the same figures in a succinct form. The percentage
of boys in the public schools of the colony is about 51 "9 ; of girls, 48" 1: these
figures are nearly the same as for last year. 51*7 per cent, of the pupils are
below the age of ten; 48-3 per cent, are over ten.

TABLE C.—Age and Sex of Pupils, December, 1898.

Table D, which is a condensed form of Table No. 2 in the Appendix, gives
the numbers in the several classes. The proportion in the classes above
Standard IV. continues to increase year by year, and the proportion in classes
below Standard 111. to decrease, which is not at variance with the conjectures
made above as to the causes of the diminished roll-numbers.
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Ages. Boys. Girls. Total. Percentages for Five Years.

Five and under six years
Six and under seven years
Seven and under eight years
Eight and under nine years
Nine and under ten years
Ten and under eleven years
Eleven and under twelve years
Twelve and under thirteen years
Thirteen and under fourteen years ..
Fourteen and under fifteen years
Over fifteen years

5,303
6,924
7,648
7,830
7,742
7,894
7,524
7,226
5,691
3,085
1,410
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Totals .. 68,277 63,344 131,621 lOO'O lOO'O 1000 100-0 1000
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