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The finger-pring systern of adentilication was introduced in Mareh, 1903, and the following table

shows the inerease in the finger-pring collection i f
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Avichlnd Branch. i Stat Sarcel, 1910, the finger-print collection in Auckland tof
being made up as follows: Males, 6,394 1 females, 100 and foreign, 44 sets.

During the year 1,097 sots of tinger-prints were reccived from the Mount Bden Prison or taken af
the Criminal Registration Branch, and were duly classified, searched, and filod,

The photographys of 252 prisoners were taken and 1470 prints were made from the negatives, also
a large number of photographs of scenes of erimes and motor aceidents, &e., were taken, the total number
of photographs produced by the Braneh during the year being 2,235, Three volumes ~i.e., 900 photos
of New Bouth Wales prisoners” photographs were received, card indexed, and the eards filed in order
of finger-print classifieation.

The remanded-prisoner forms, together with the results of the cases mserted, for 547 prisoners
were dealt with and returned to the Criminal Registration Branch at Wellington.

In five cases offenders who would not otherwise have been known ax having been previously
convicted were traced by their linger-prinis, and in ten other cases finger-prints left by offenders when
caramitting ertimes were identified and the offenders duly arrested and dealt with by the Supreme Court,
most of these pleaded guilty, and in some eases admitted nunierous other offences : only in oue case
was 1t necessary to call finger-print, evidence in Court.

The anodus operandi ™ or ™ classification of erime ” bureau is in good working-order, and forms
the nucleus of what will at some future date be a great adjunct to the detection of crime.

alled 7,338 sets,

Arms Bureauv.

The Arms Bureau has heen fully occupied during the year, the greater part of the work being in
connection with shooting accidents and fatalitios.  Tn the majority of instances where Coroners inquests
were held, a report on the actual mechanical condition of the weapon concerned was furnished after
the weapon had been examined. These roports have oceasionally assisted the police and Coroners to a
decision as to whether an apparent suicide may have been an aceidental happemng, or vice versa.  In
a number of other instances it was shown that, although death was due to a deliberate act on the part
of the deceased, the firenrn itsell waw of o dangerous nature o in such o state s to be unsafe for fusther
use.

For various veasons it was not found possible to give the wsund lectures af the headquarters of
police districts and certain provineial towns:  but frainees at the police Training Depot were given
more than the usual amount of instruction in relation to frewrtn and the hearing ol firearms and
ammunition on their fulure work.

Considerably more time was spent this year i experimental work, particularly regarding the
restoration of numbers, trade-marks, &c., that have heen crased from metal articles suels s firearms,
and progress hax been mad in this diveetion. T severn] cises mumbers have been rostored on firearins
sent in fronn different distriets, and in oune instance only the nuimber could not be restored.  As a result
of the Commissioner’s visit to Australia information on this and other subjects conneeted with the
scientific identification of fircarms and ammunition has been exchanged between this office and the
States of the Comnionwenlth.

The Arms Burcau has been used inoseveral eases that have heen brought, hefore the Courts, and
expert evidence was given in three Supreme Court trials.

The causes of accidental shootings have heen further invest igated, and every possible step is
being taken to bring about a better understanding of the hidden dangers of certain firenrms and the
elimination of unsafe types from this market. A rrangements are being made for a series of public lectures
to he given as soon as conditions permit.,

The following statistios in respect to accidents and fatalitios with fivenrms show very slight
improvement over the previous year's fisures. While the deaths were 2 less, the actual total of accidents
was 49 this year, as against 47 last yeur © Fatal, 17 0 non-fatal, 32, Hammer shotguns, 15 (3 fatal) ;
hammerless shotguns, 3 (1 fatal) ;=303 in. vifles, 3 (1 fatal): -22 in. rifles, 26 (11 fatal): pistols,
2 (1 fatal).  The average age of the viesims of these shooting accidents was twenty-six years and a half.

The following table shows the rate of accidents for cachk month of the year: Awpril, 105 May, 11
June, 15 July, 5; August, 2; September, 2 October, Nil:  November, 2: Decembor, 3
January, 35 February,3; and March, 7. March, April, and May are indicated as the dangerous
months of the year.

Attention is again drawn to the number of these aceidents which are due to carrying loaded fivcarns
in motor-vehicles. Tn this year's statistics 6 fatal and 5 non-fatal sccidents are recorded through this
dangerous practice.

Eleven accidents (4 fatal) were traced to the undesirable practice of leaving firearms and ammunition
within the reach of children.
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