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“ Working Hrawings ave bemas propared Tor a building of 116 two-roomed flats
with all conveniences in Dixon Street. Wellington. also for o group of flat huildings
that will contain 160 units wanging in size from two to four rooms with conveniences
in Jackson Street. Petone, and o small block of 11 units of two rooms with con-
veniences ab the corner of Wakefield Street and the Main Hutt Road.

“ Ior Auckland the De p:mmon!\ hus submitted to the City Council a Targe scheme
of 124 flats ranging from two to five rooms with conveniences. These are having a,
fmnt we to \nmwls and Wyinvnrd Streets. Tenders are also being called for six
flats of four roonss with conveniences at Oraler
“Shops. A centenet has been Tet for a block of cight lock-up shops with flats
attached in Waterloo, Lower Hutto and for four Jock-up shops and one with Tiving-
quarters attached ot Palmerston North. Tenders are now heing called for five
lock- up shops with flais attachod in Orakeil. Auckland.

“Krection of Feaces Tool-sheds and { u(m e The crection of fences, tool-sheds,
and garages continues (o he carviied out after the tenants have entered into oc cupation
of the houscs. In o vomber of places this work has been temporarily held over in
order that all a\'ail‘i})l slelled Tabour could be devoted in the meantime to the actual
construction of howses which were wrgently required, but during the past year the
work of providing there amenities has been undertaken g(m(rLHy, and 18 how
plow(,dmg as expeditionsly as possible.

“Hedge and Tree Planting. - The planting of hedges and trees on occupied sections
continues to be carvied out in the appropriate plmtmu season, and tenants are
encouraged to provide lawns and improve their gardens and the general appearance
of their sections. 1t is : wppropriate to again place on record that the majority of
tenants throughout the country have done ve v excellent work in this respeet, and in
the general Deautifieation and improvements that have been effected, many of the
Department’s housing sciicnies throughout the Dominion have heen transformed into
veritable garden suburbs.

“ It is worthy of recording that the cumulative progress of the Department
over the successive years as at the 31st March eacle year s as follows - —

L937-38. 11438-39. [039-40),
thnits. Units. Units.
[, Houses advertised .. .. 3,172 6,698 11,071
2. Contracts lot . .. .. .o 2,007 6,183 10,553
3. Houses inder condvuetion . . .. 1,H60 2326 2 N7
Lo Houses completed wnd handed over tu the State
Advances Coiporation . .. . 3499 3,064 6,100
Towns, Towns, Towns,
5. Towns and loealities, work conducted in .. 70 106 121

“ Tt will be observed firom the above figures that the total number of houses
completed and  handed over to the State Advances Corporation for the year
un(lin‘r Shst Marveh. 1940, wax 3395,

“The work of the l)(\n“nm(pt 1 spread amongst o large mumber of contractors,
the numl)m of diffvient yprincinal contractors to ’rlw 315t March bei ng 291,
At the 31st March. :Si!(), the total number of persons onoa,ood on housing

construction and on subsidiary work such as roads, sewer s(lwm( vater- .supp]y,
&e., was 5,594, of which number 370 vepresented the stall of the l)(’[)‘dvl,'tlll(%nt.

“lapendidere. Up to the 31st March, 1940, the total net payments in respect
of the purchase of land. provision of services. erection of joinery-factories, erection
of houses, and all adininistration charges amounted to £10.647.201.

“ Liabilities and commitments as at that date amounted to £3,200,565.  The
net (“(})Cl]dl ure for the yvear under review was £5,136,699.

*Administration Costs. The total cost of administration of the Pepartment of
Housing Construction. exclusive of inferest charges on capital moneys invested
from its inavguration to the 31st March, 1940, s £275,512, of which sum £132,628
.l'eprvsonts' the expenditure for the financial year 1939 40.

“ It will be see Hl(lt the admimstration charge is still a renmarkably low one,
being 2:65 per cent. of the Department’™s net expe mlltmv excluding administration,
siice the com111(*11(:(*111(\11(; ol operations, and remains the same peruntdoe for the
financial year under review.”

G. ALBERTSON,
Director of lHousing Construction.
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