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the 7,224 aeres on the other three sides of the watershed.  The Court has been puzzled as to what
led a man of Wi Hau’s high rank to " sell out 7”7 on his own people in this wayv. A possible explanation
is that, at somewhere about this period, the setting-up of o Runanga of Leading Bay of Islands
chiefs was in contemplation by the Government. In 1861 Mr. George Clarke, Civil Commissioner,
reported to the Nutive Munister a selection of chiefs for the District Runanga for the Governor’s approval.
Out of eleven chicfs nominated as leading chiefs, only one (Wiremnu Hau) had signed the deed of sale in
1869, and Ngatiwhiu had him as its sole representative on the Runanga. The list of ehiefs is a
significant. commentary upon t lw <hlm made that Ngatiwhin owned the whole 7,224 acres and that
Wi Haa was 7 the seller.”  The point to be noted s that the selected chiefs are deseribed by Mr.
Clarke as " sapported by the Government and made powerful by large salary and favoured position.”
There is no evidence before this Court on these provecdings that Wi Hau was offered (in 1859)
future favours of this nature, but at least he geems to have seeured some reward for his merit as a
uselul servant of the Goverament.”  The Court now retwrns to the unconscionable aspeet of the 1859
purchase. It 18 clear from Mr. Kemp's own corres p\md(*nf‘o that he and the Government of the day
were fully aware that the 7,224 acres was © chiefly forest, comprising some very fine kauri and other
timber.”  According to Mr. Kemp's letter of 4th October, 1803, the quantity of timber on the block
had been ** ascertained,” and there were  other favourable points” for consideration. These < other
favourable pohuts” may have related to its nearness o Waimate (distant enly ten miles) and
“with an available road,” as quoted in Mr. Kemp’s lotter dated lst July, 1858, Also, there was
proximity to Crown lands.  The Court, knowing the disirict well and 1ts closcness to Ba,y of Islands
settlements and injets, cannot understand how Mr. Mervedith, for the Crown, saw fit to Jdescribe the
7,224 acres as a wilderness and the kaurl-trees as of no market value in 1859, No proof whatever
was offered in support of that contention, but the facts must have heen available to counsel for the
Crown.  Why was no evidence led by Mr. Meredith fo prove that kaurl timber so casily accessible
to the sea had no market value in 1859 ¢ Counsel for the Natives should have quoted figures. Puketi
State Forest is reasonably convenient of access to Hokianga as well ag to the Bay of [slands. 1t is
very conventently placed us regards Walmate and other placoﬁ, which were settled in 1859,
(16) Comparison with Prices for other Blocks bouglit «l thai Period.—The schedule of blocks hought
and prices paid by the Crown, as submitted in evidence for the Crown case, is most illuminating.
'l‘hus we tind that Muriwhenua South, a block of 86,885 acres, was bought for 3d. an acre. Now
Moriwhenna South lay in the © never-never ” country {ar to the north of P\‘muua. It had no roads,
no bush, and contained probably 20,000 acves of bare sand. Yet the Court was asked to believe that
3d. an acre for it was comparable w ith 8. an acrs for the 7,224 seres in Manginangina, a block mostly
kaurt forest and elose to Waimate and o ro: A nuniber of the other sections quoted are known to
be poor serub country, diflioult of accoss, and \\Hh()lm millimg bush. The Cowrd s surprised to see
the 11,000 qcres in the Kohumaru Block marked ax * bush.” It is no wonder the Native Land Court
had to be established in 1862 to fix ownership and shaves 17 s0 many large blocks were bought between
1854 and 1862, at the figires quoted, fromeseilers whose vight to sell had not been established by a
judicial tribunal. However, again the Court remarks that this mjury to Native interests could not
have happened but for a certain amount of land-jobbing by chiefs whose right to sell wasg open to
question, and a certain amount of apathy by the rank and file.
(I7) Surplus Lands—Mr. Blomfield raised the question of * surplus lands,’
thig particular matter was affected by it A glance af the map indicates the following
clogse to Manginangina :—
) 2,106 acres and 2,335 acres withheld from James Shepherd’s grant.

(h) 992 acres withheld from Henry Hopkin’s grant.
)
)

.
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and claimed that
“ surplus lands 7

A very large area (not shown) in the Puketotara Block to the south.
A smaller * surplus 7 near the Whakanckeneke Block,
() A “wurplug” north of the Waiari River.
These surplus areas were lands which the Crown representatives, after nquiry, found had not been
paid for by private I)IH‘U}I‘K““I“‘; or, rather, the Crown allowed private purchasers to retain certain
areas only, heing equivalent in value £ the prices paid. The privage purchasess were not allowed to
retain the “'Auppm‘, 7arcas, nut/ instead of hmulmsg the surplus back o each case to the Native
vendors as Tand for which the Natives had not been pm'({, the Crown retained dhe x‘urplu'” in cach
case for itsell This setion s the ground Tor various petitions bo Parliam u.n(‘ is the biggest unsolved
problem between the Crown and the Natives in all the North,  Besently part of the Puketotara
Csurplus T owas handed back to the Natives.  Tn the case of Maaginany Hu., however, no check was
possible on the adequacy of the parchase-money, s the sale was to the Crowe. ()nly now is it
possible for a Conrt or for Pav o oreview the fvets as a resudt of a pressing petition by the
N:xﬁi'ivw
18) Comt’s Recompmendation. - («) The Court recommends that such portions of the milling

‘mnl)u on the block as are not nquuu(l for seenery-preservation purposes be milled commercially i
acecordance with the State Forest Service plans nhmdy i operation, and that a liberal porcentage of
the net proceeds be paid over from time to fime by the State Fovest Bervice to the Tokerau District
Maori Land Bonrd. These paymeits should be (ru'l'mul(.wd by the Board as a triest fund, out of -
whiclr to pay legnl and ot nu expenses of petition and of the pefitioners, and to reconp thove who have
horne the finapein burdes of the care. The balance from dime to bine to she eredit of the fund should
he usied by the Bowrd e sueh eomuinunity or fribal purprsos a tie Nabive Land Court, after inguiry
from time to time i open Conrtoand w i the approval of the teibes renresented in Court, shall direct.

(by The Coiri recominends that suel payiments to the Pokeran Board wud of the net proceeds
of the sale of alt timber he paid by the Sl Yoiest Service i torly aod be not ess than a certai
fixed amount yeaily to ensure reasonable progress in the milling of Hhe tiniher,
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