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Growrn or DEPARTMENT.

The following return shows the growth of the Department, the population, and the total number
of offences (irvespective of hy-law offences) reported, and in which arvests or summonses resulted, at
cach tenth year since 1877, prior to which date cach province in the Dominion had its own Police
Force. The figures lm 1‘) 39 !()4(), and 1941, are .11\0 shown :—
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Povuters PROSECUTIONS,
The following ix 2 return of the number of convietions for which fines were Imposed and the
total amount of such fines in respect of prosecutions instituted by the police during the year
ended 31st Mavel, 19141,

ine ablo 1 Number of Total Amount of

1108 payable 1o ‘ Convictions. Fines imposed.
£ s, d.
Consolidated Fund .. 9,419 44,627 16 3
Local authorities (by-law offences) f 319 ‘ 223 4 0
Total ’ 19,763 £44,3851 0 3

(RIMINAT REGISTRATION BrRANCH,

At Headguarters during the year the tinger imprux‘s‘ions’ of 3,050 persons were received, clussified,
ndexed, and filed @ 219 persons were identificd as previous offenders who, had it not been for the finger-
print system, wonld have passed as first offenders ; 1,890 photographs were talken by the I)llOf()“I(lI)h(‘]}.\
attached to the Branch: the photographs of 2,727 prisoners (4,911 |)]1()‘((>1T].1]Jh\) were received and
dealt with : 784 photographs were reproduced in the Police Gazetle ;15 wanted persons located 5 and

unknown deceased person identified by finger-prints.

Finger-prints lelt by offenders when committing 23 erimes were identified as belonging to 14 persons,
who were prosceuted. All pleaded guilty with the exeeption of one, who was convieted at the Supreme
Court ot finger-print evidence,

L one of the cases mentioned above two portions of finger-prints were Tound on an oak desk at
the seene where a sale had been blown open and its contents stolen, A searveh in the single finger-pring
collection revealed corresponding impresstons belonging to a previous offender.  As it was considered
unlikely that this person would use explosives, areangenents were made to have him watched, which
led to the discovery that he was consorting with a well-known safe-blower.  Through this information
the notoriows sale-blower. with another man, was located during the following week-end, and both
arrvested for hetng i possession of housebreaking instruments and explosives at mght, for which offence
they were hoth sentenced to terms of imprisonment.

A few days alter this arvest the person whose finger-prints had been identified was arrested, but
in the meantime his prints had been found to agree with those from various premises which had been
felomously entered. Alter having dented all knowledge of these erimes he was finally found guilty
and sentenced for six charges of burglary, the principal evidence in cach case being that of finger-prints.

Finger-prints of 249 persons were received for inquivy from other countries, of which 36 were
identificd ax those of persons previously convieted in New Zealand o the finger iinpressions of 66 New
Zealand offenders were sent overseas for inquiry, 29 being identified as having been previously
convicted outside this Dominion,

11 is interesting to note that in New Zealand the finger-print system has, to date, been responsible
for the identification of 7,691 persons,

In conjunciicn with the Avms Buveau, various photograpls and lecturee slides were prepared.
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