17 C.-—2.

APPENDIX B.

REPORTS RELATING TO THE INSP]&()TION OF COAL-MINES.

Tue Inspeoring KENcINger AND Crigr INSPL(‘TOR. o¥ CoAL-MiNES T0 THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF
Minzs.
SIR,— Wellington, bth June, 1942.
1 have the honour to present iny annual report, together with statlsmcal information, in regard
0 coal-mines of the Dominion for the year ended 31st December, 1941, in accordance with section 42
of the Coal-mines Act, 1926.
ouTpuT.
The output from New Zealand colleries for 1941 was 2,639,607 tons, 123,408 tons greater than
the 1940 output.
There were increases of 48,026 tons from the Northern District, 52,038 tons from the West Coast
District, and 23,344 tons from the Southern District.
In the Northern District 55 more men were employed, and the output per man, 519-5 tons, was
114 tons greater than during 1940, In the West Coast District the output per man, 510-6 tons, was
43-8 tons per wan higher than for 1940, In the Sonthern District 592-2 tons per man were produced,
an increase of 28-4 tons as compared with the previous year.
The following statement shows the tons of coal raised, persons employed, lives lost by accidents
in or about collieries, &e., to 1941 :—
) o ‘ ‘i Lives lost by Accidents in or
Persons ordinarily employed. ! N ; about Collieries.

! ) : Tons rgui)ed l o
” o i Outpuf, in e oo .| DT €ach Per-
Ycar. | Statute Tons. i son employed | Per Million ’l‘h(ﬁl(:srzu\d Number
i | Above Ground. | Below Ground. Total, below Ground. prg‘;)xilced ].’erl:-somsd Ofl{)‘;;'es
\ employed. "
. ! — -
Prior to 19 %7 | 8B,07T.543 * * | * * ‘ " * 484
1937 2,277,799 1,129 3,288 4,417 693 ‘ 2-64 1-36 6
- :
1938 .. 2,“)2‘) 038 1,195 i 3,368 4,563 659 ‘ 486 | 241 11
1939 . ‘ 2,342,639 ' 1,320 | 3,542 4,762 661 7-26 357 17
1940 Lo 2,516,099 1,277 . 3,769 5,046 668 I 318 1-58 8
1941 L 2,630,507 1,358 3,683 \ 1,991 7206 ‘ | 51 0-80 4
I ; : |
rm I S PR . U RO, —
Totals .. | 97,975,675 | .. e ‘ ! % 530

* ffor returns for previous ycars sce page 53, Mines Statement, 1941,

ACCIDENTS.
"T'he following is a summary of accidents in and about coal-mines duung 1941, with their causes :—
o R ‘ -
Fatal Accidents. | Serfous Non-fatal Accidents.
: Nujmbsg of Persons
— : ¢ injured, including
| Number of Number of ?
| Scparate Fatal N%‘é‘,ﬁ‘i{;’f Separate Non-fatal 21%?3 13%:&3;}8"
| Accidents. AWUHE. Accidents. | prove?] Lm“lm‘
! thefr Comp‘mions.
Carbon-monoxide poisoning
Explosions of fire-damp or coal- dust .. .- .. .- ..
Falls of ground . .. .. 2 2 10 10
Explosives .. .. . . - . . ..
Haulage .. .. .. 1 1 7 7
Mrscellaneous——Undcrground .. .. . 1 1
On surface .. .. 1 1 2 2
Totals .. .. .. 4 4 20 20

During 1941 three fatalities oceurred in the West Coast District and one in the Southern District.
Twenty serious non- fatal accidents were reported to the District Inspectors during 1941, Twelve
occurring in the West Coast District,four in the Northern District, and four in the boutlwm District.
Six accidents in the West Coast District, two in the Northern District, and two in the Southern District
were caused by falls of coal or stone. Three men were seriously injured by runaway tubs and three
by being crushed between tubs,

DANGEROUS OCCURRENCES REPORTED.

OFf the seventeen dangerous occurrences reported to the Inspectors during 1941, eleven related
to fires or heating in lnvl(-wmund workings, one to a large quantity of firedamp Found in the Wallsend
Colliery, two to fircdamp found in the Pukemiro and Renown Collieries, and oue to un ignition of
firedamp in the MacDonald Mine.

Inrushes of water were reported in the Linton No. I and Alison Mines.

Prosucurions.
Twelve informations were laid during 1941, ten by Inspectors of Mines and two by a mine-
manager, for breaches of the Coal-mines Act and the regulations thereunder. Convictions were
obtained in all cascs.  Briel details are given in the Inspectors’ reports.

Lersuation Arsncring COAL-MINES.
An Act to amend the Conl-mines Act, 1925, was passed in 1941,
1 have, &ec.,
GrorGE Dudaan,
Lnspeeting Engincer and Chief Inspector
of Coal-mines.
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