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adequate system ol training Tor civilian occupations.  The carpenters’ training
schools set up by the Department of Labour working in conjunction with this
Departiment have produced excellent results, and they provide a pattern on
which «imilm' establishments could be set up.  Training schools could, with
advante be et up in all the main centres for any trades that are likely to
offer ‘lll[)l()\lll(‘nf for ex-servicemen in reasonably I(n”(* numbers.  In the past,
delay on building jobs has been due more often to shortage of brickl ayers,
planbers, painters, and electricians than of carpenters. To maintain maximum
production and stability in the industry, the numerieal strength of the various
trades <hould be well balanced, and also the ratio of artisans to unskilled mien
shoutd he correet,

O Frpendibiie s -Up to the 31st Mareh, 1943, the total net pavments in
respect o the purchase ol land, provision ol services, erection ol joinery-
Factoriex, crection of  houses, and  all administrative charges amounted to
L22,005,325. Liabilitiex and commitments as at that date amounted to £958,830.
P he net expenditure for the year under review was £1,654,338.

“Administrative Costs.- The total cost of administration ol the Department

Housing Construction, exclusive ol interest charges, from its inauguration to
the 31st Maveh, 1943, was €611,769, of which 54,808 represents the expenditure
for the financial vear 1942-43

“ The administrative charge covering the whole period of the Departinent’s
operations sinee its inception has been o remarkably low one, representing only
289 per cent. of construction costs,

R Statislies-=The progress ol the Departinent sinee its inception as at
the Sist Mareh v ax Tollows :—

193738, 1988 39, 1020 40, [940-41. 194142, J042-13.

Units. Units. Uinits. Units. Units. Uit Total.
<1 Houses advertised Lo BT O260 4873 3,013 2,045 414 17,440
“C20 Contracts et .. o 2007 3681 4165 3 "‘H 2875 207 16,798
30 Houses nn(!( construetion 1,060 2326 2847 2,-144 2,035 1,209
“ 4 Iouses completed and handed
over to hm {e  Advanees
Corporation and Depts. .. S99 2,666 5395 3,966 3,208 1,259 14,892%
SO0 Powns and loealities work  Towns.  Towns.  Towns.  Towns.  Towns.  Towns.
condueted  in .. .. 70 106 121 129 142 146
his total includes 273 house units for other Departments.
O Slafl--The past vear has again been a particularly difficult one for

all ln,mmw ol Hw !)(xp,uhnont owing.to the large number of tiained personnel
released Tor military wervice.  Altogether 128 officers ol a total of 444 have
Joined the Forees, .

Chere b oalso been acheavy Talling off in the number ol wien employed.
B 1940 the totad number, nwlmhng staff, wae 5004, and in March, 1943, only
LORY were emploved,

Brespite the heavy reduetion in man-power due to the war, it is pleasing {

note that the total number of units completed this financial yvear was 1,209,

*Inoconctustion, | desire to place on record my appreciation of the efficient
and loyval service rendered the Department by all members of the staff.

O ALpBrrTSON,
Dircctor of Housing Construction.”’

REPORT ON Housing Accounts

LEwill be seen from the above veport Turnished hy the Diveetor ol Housing
Construetion and From a perusal of the annual balance-sheet of the Housing
Acconnt that the assgets Tor which the Corporation is responsible are ax under:—-

() Amounts owing under agreements for sale and  purchase of  residential
properiy.

{(0) Advances to employers under Parvt IIL of the I!(msing‘ Act, 1919,

{c) Advances to loeal authorities under Part 'V of the Housing Aet, 19195 loans

o to loeal authorities under the Raral Housing Aet, 1939,

(d) Adminigtration of Tand purchased forr housing pending the time when it is
required by the Construetion Depariment.

{e) Management of rental properties ereeted under the supervision of the Housing
Constinietion Depariment or acquired by the Corporation for letiing to
tenants.

There has been hmited activity under items (a) to (d), and there is imthing
wmth\ ol special mention in thix report relating to those assets: The udm inistra-
tion of" the vental houses ix; however, hecoming more important as the nunber
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