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NEW ZEAILAND.
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SETTLEMENT OF CROWN LANDS

(ANNUAL REPORT ON).

Presented o both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of Iis Iwcelleney.

Department of Lands and Survey, Wellington, 12th April, 1943,

Iohave the honour to submit herewith the annual report on the settlement of
Crown lands for [he vear (\nd('d 31st Mareh, 1943, together with particulars of operations
mder the Small Farms Aet, 1932-33, and l}u lk”ld Laws Amendment Aet, 1929.

I have &e.,
R. (. MAcMORRAN,
Under-Secretary.
The Hon. the Minister of Tands.

REPORT.

GENERAL REVIEW,
As mentioned in last year’s report, the general operations of the Department are being
considerably  vestideted owing 1o war conditions.  As mueh work as possible has boon
carried ont in the dircetion of preparing Crown-owned areas for future setilement by
refurned servicemen, but these operations have been affected by the shortage of essential
materials and the lack of available labour,

The reports reeeived from the various distriets indicate that settlers gencrally have had
a satisfactory year.  In the northern portion of the North Tsland, however, drought
conditions during ihe summer eaused a falling off in production.

Crown f’vmmm, like other scetions of tho farming community, are feeling the effeets
of the shortage of phosphatic fertilizers, while, owing to the diffieulty in ()bhlnms) suitahle
labour, nexious weeds are spreading (md 1'&1bb1ts are showing an inercase, particularly in
the \*4)11( wrn distrieis,

With pw‘wv i reaching a satisfactory level and with good prices for farm produets,
the majority of the temants have been able to meet their rental commitments; but, on
avcount. of snow losses 1n the |>|<V1011x year, it has been necessary to grant relief })V way of
remission of rent to a number of holders of hwh coun‘rr‘v runs in the South Island.

Iixtenets from aeports of (/()mmlsqmnor'q of Crown Lands, dealing generally with
settlement conditions in the variouy distriets, arc included in an Appondl to this report.

LEGISLATION.

By seetion 21 of the Statutes Amendment Aect, 1942, the membership of the Land
Seittement Board was inereased by the appointment. of representatives of the State Advanees
Covporation and the New Zealand Returned Services’ Association.

The Reserves and other Lands Disposal Aet, 1942, contains nme{con seetions dealing
with Crown lands, reserves, (mdnwnunts and other dnds One seetion of this Aet mak(‘,s
special provisions with respeel 1o the ﬂllt of land 10 the Crown by the late Sir Robert
Anderson, of Fnvercargill, for the settlement of discharged servicemen, and establishes the
Anderson Trust Boovd,

LAND TRANSACTIONS.

During the year, 290613 acres were laken up on various tenures, the number of
selectors being 649 under all headings.  These figures include 347 scetions, ecomprising
altogether an avea of 423837 acres, taken up under {emporary Inlhcolldnmms leases and
licenses, so that the seleetions on permanent tenures number 302 seetions, covering a lotal
arca of 240276 nevew Only a relatively small proportion of this land esmprised entircly
new scleetions. Many of the selections consisted of additions to existing hoeldings, while the
arca. involved included a number of seetions which had reverted to the Crown on aceount
of forfeiluve or surrender of leases.  The land taken up also ineluded some pastoral runs
which had been surrendered and resclected pm*su(ml‘ to seetion 277 of the Tmnd Act.

AL Btst dlarvel the tenants on the books of the Department numbered 35,430 oceupying
a lotal arca of approximately 17,545,607 acres.

POSTPONEMIEENTS, REMISSIONS, AND ARREARS O RENT AND INTHRIEST.
Rents ond interest the payment of which remained postponed at 31st Mareh amounted
lo £20,616.  Avicai ol‘ rent and intervest at the 3lst March (m(‘ludmw arrears in respeet
of the current hailyearly charge) totalled £176,792) while remissions for the year totalled
£27 858,
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